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 P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S 1 

 6:36 p.m. 2 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  We're ready to 3 

reconvene. 4 

  This is a Public Hearing of the 5 

Zoning Commission for May 16, 2011.   6 

  My name is Anthony Hood.  Joining 7 

me are Greg Selfridge and Peter May. 8 

  We're also joined by the Office of 9 

Zoning staff Mr. Sharon Schellin, Office of 10 

Planning Mr. Lawson, Mr. Mordfin, DDOT Ms. 11 

Ricks.  And I'm going to ask the other young 12 

lady to introduce herself.  Could you 13 

introduce yourself on the mic? 14 

  MS. HAWKINSON:  Colleen Hawkinson 15 

with DDOT. 16 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Well, we want to 17 

welcome you, Ms. Hawkinson.   18 

  Has Mr. Jennings joined us 19 

tonight?  Oh, okay, he didn't get tired of us 20 

that quickly?  Okay. 21 

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
  

  This proceeding is being recorded 1 

by a court reporter, it's also webcast live. 2 

  The subject of this evening's 3 

hearing, as we all know, is Zoning Commission 4 

Case No. 10-32.  This is a request by 5 

Georgetown University for Special Exception 6 

Relief Pursuant to 210 and 3104.1 of the 7 

Zoning Regulations. 8 

  Tonight's hearing is a 9 

continuation of the May 12th hearing on this 10 

case. 11 

  Notice of today's hearing was 12 

published in the D.C. Register on January 28, 13 

2011. And copies of that announcement are 14 

available to my left on the wall near the 15 

door. 16 

  The hearing will be conducted in 17 

accordance with provisions of 11 DCMR 3117 as 18 

follows: 19 

  We're going to start tonight with 20 

a report of DDOT, report of other government 21 
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agencies, report of Advisory Neighborhood 1 

Commission 2E and 3D in this case, parties in 2 

opposition, Citizens Association of 3 

Georgetown, Burleith Citizens Association and 4 

Foxhall Community Association, organizations 5 

and persons in opposition, rebuttal and 6 

closing by the applicant.  Again, as you know, 7 

we've already heard from everyone who was in 8 

support. 9 

  The following time constraints 10 

will be maintained in this meeting: 11 

  ANC 2E and 3D, 60 minutes 12 

collectively; 13 

  Parties in opposition, 60 minutes 14 

collectively; 15 

  Organizations five minutes; 16 

  Individuals, 3 minutes. 17 

  The Commission intends to adhere 18 

to the time limits as strictly as possible in 19 

order to hear the case in a reasonable period 20 

of time. 21 
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  All persons appearing before the 1 

Commission are to fill out two witness cards. 2 

These cards, again, are located on the able 3 

near the door. Upon coming forward to speak to 4 

the Commission, please give both cards to the 5 

reporter sitting to my right before taking a 6 

seat at the table. 7 

  Because there are a lot of people 8 

who will come forward to testify, do not give 9 

the court reporter your cards until you are 10 

called forward. 11 

  When presenting information to the 12 

Commission, turn on and speak into the 13 

microphone first stating your name and home 14 

address..  When you are finished speaking, 15 

please turn your microphone off. 16 

  The staff will be available 17 

throughout the hearing to discuss procedural 18 

questions. 19 

  Please turn off all beeps and cell 20 

phones at this time so not to disrupt these 21 
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proceedings. 1 

  Would all individuals again, 2 

whether you were sworn in the other night or 3 

night, please rise to take the oath. 4 

  Ms. Schellin, would you please 5 

administer the oath?  And that's everyone, 6 

even if you were sworn in the other night.  So 7 

that way we keep it clean. 8 

  (Witnesses sworn.) 9 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Again, Mr. 10 

Turnbull and both Vice Chairman Schlater will 11 

be reading the record to participate in 12 

deliberations on this case. 13 

  Ms. Schellin, do we have any 14 

preliminary matters? 15 

  MS. SCHELLIN:  Ms. Dwyer has 16 

brought up a preliminary matter regarding 17 

persons in support to testify this evening. 18 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  I thought we did 19 

that, Ms. Dwyer, on last -- 20 

  MS. DWYER:  We took the students 21 
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out of turn because they wouldn't be here this 1 

evening.  But we did not get to any of the 2 

other witnesses in support, and they are here 3 

this evening. 4 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Oh, you have some 5 

more witnesses? 6 

  How many people here are in 7 

support who want to testify tonight?  Oh, 8 

okay. 9 

  Did you gather all them up, Ms. 10 

Dwyer, or were they here at the last hearing? 11 

  MS. DWYER:  Some of them were here 12 

at the last hearing, some of them were not. 13 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  We'll go 14 

ahead, and we'll allow those four or five to 15 

testify. 16 

  Okay. 17 

  MS. DWYER:  They need to go ahead 18 

and come up now then? 19 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Well, let's do 20 

DDOT. 21 
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  MS. DWYER:  Okay.  We'll do DDOT 1 

an the ANC, and then they'll come after the 2 

ANC? 3 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  We're going to go 4 

back to the regular order?  We're not going to 5 

go back out of order so we can keep everything 6 

clean, okay?  Thank you. 7 

  Okay.  Let's go to Ms. Ricks, are 8 

you going to start us off? 9 

  MS. RICKS:  I think we'll just 10 

summarize our report and then we'll go right 11 

into questions as the report is on the record 12 

and we've had a significant amount of time in 13 

advance of this. 14 

  The summary in brief is that DDOT 15 

cannot support the application at this time 16 

based primarily on the fact that the 17 

transportation information submitted to the 18 

agency was really insufficient to evaluate 19 

some of the key items in this transportation 20 

proposal. 21 
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  The University has submitted, and 1 

we give great credit to the Transportation 2 

Demand Management Plan that they've 3 

articulated for their ten year Campus Plan.  4 

And we appreciate the investment that the 5 

University has demonstrated in alternative 6 

modes of communicating and mobility.  However, 7 

due to the limitations Transportation Impact 8 

Analysis submit we really couldn't fully 9 

evaluate some critical components of the plan: 10 

 Chiefly, the proposed modifications to the 11 

inner section of the University access point 12 

with Canal Road in allowing a left turn during 13 

the peak rush hour period as we were unable to 14 

analyze what the impacts to that major 15 

regional corridor would be with the signal 16 

modifications proposed. 17 

  Likewise, the impacts on the 18 

neighboring intersections in proximity to the 19 

campus were insufficient to really analyze 20 

fully.   21 
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  And the critical intersection with 1 

38th Street was also a proposed modification 2 

that we'll note was made in the previous year 3 

Campus Plan as well, and no modification was 4 

made but the traffic analysis was in 5 

sufficient for us to understand what the 6 

impacts with that with Reservoir Road might 7 

be. 8 

  So we'll leave it that and I'll 9 

take questions from the Committee. 10 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Thank you 11 

very much, Ms. Ricks. 12 

  Commissioners, any questions from 13 

DDOT? 14 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Ms. Ricks -- 15 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Commissioner May? 16 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  -- this is an 17 

unusual report. Usually we get specific 18 

guidance or specific input from DDOT on 19 

reactions, and this is in the broadest 20 

spectrum of things that DDOT reports on.  And 21 
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it's not to say that every time we get a DDOT 1 

report everything is resolved and you're 2 

clearly in favor or have spelled out 3 

conditions.  Very often, and I have complained 4 

about this, there are things to be negotiated 5 

still.  But it's unusual to get a report, 6 

particularly something that's been in the 7 

works for such a long time, that simply says 8 

that you believe that their report is 9 

inadequate.   10 

  Is this the first time that you're 11 

seeing their report?  I mean, why is it that 12 

after a couple of years of working with them, 13 

because I assume you've been working with them 14 

as long as others, that you're at this stag? 15 

  MS. RICKS:  Yes, indeed.  We did 16 

receive a Transportation Demand Management 17 

Plan from the University, I want to say back 18 

in December or quite a while ago they 19 

submitted to us the draft TDM.  And clearly 20 

had put a lot of time and attention into that 21 
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portion of their submission.  We did not, 1 

however, receive their transportation analysis 2 

until March in preparation for this meeting. 3 

So there wasn't a whole lot of time available 4 

to the agency to really digest what as in 5 

that.  And we didn't receive the Snychro 6 

files, that the traffic modeling software, 7 

that we requested until late in April for us 8 

to verify what the methodology of the analysis 9 

was. 10 

  In this case it's particularly 11 

important because we are talking about a major 12 

regional corridor of Canal Road.  The 13 

Applicant was advised a fair while ago that 14 

the analysis on Canal Road we felt was 15 

insufficient, but we weren't able to give 16 

greater guidance then that because of the 17 

timing and receiving the report. 18 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Is this just 19 

largely a data issue for you then?  I mean, do 20 

you think that with a little more time we 21 
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could get a better report that you'd be able-- 1 

  MS. RICKS:  Oh, we would be able 2 

to give a better report, certainly, with more 3 

data. But we would be hard pressed to tell you 4 

whether or not that turning movement that's 5 

required would work until we did receive that 6 

additional data and information. 7 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Yes. 8 

  MS. RICKS:  And, frankly, a more 9 

extensive analysis.  The area of study didn't 10 

go far enough along the corridor to show what 11 

the impacts are. 12 

  This is, as I keep repeating, 13 

Canal Road is a heavily traveled corridor that 14 

is impacted all the way to Chain Bridge. 15 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Yes.  And what 16 

about on the 38th Street gate and the 17 

Reservoir intersection -- I'm sorry.  There's 18 

a lot of information on this and I'm trying to 19 

refresh my memory of what you had said about 20 

that. 21 
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  I mean, aren't improvements to 1 

that intersection something that has been 2 

talked about for some extensive period of 3 

time? 4 

  MS. RICKS:  Yes. 5 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  It predates the 6 

Master Planning effort, right? 7 

  MS. RICKS:  Yes.  The improvements 8 

to that intersection were proposed in their 9 

2000 Master Plan. 10 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Yes.  And at 11 

this point you don't think that you have 12 

enough information to be able to say that that 13 

works either? 14 

  MS. RICKS:  That's right.  We 15 

don't believe that they've shown us enough 16 

specifically in design or enough analysis on 17 

that intersection to understand what the 18 

effects on local traffic would be. 19 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Yes.  In 20 

principle is that something that you think 21 
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makes sense if it can be proven by the 1 

numbers? 2 

  MS. RICKS:  Yes. 3 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay.  And I 4 

guess the same would true of Canal Road? 5 

  MS. RICKS:  Yes.  I mean, Canal 6 

Road, it's hard to say anything about Canal 7 

Road now with the information that we have. 8 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay.  Okay.  I 9 

may have more questions, but that's it now. 10 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Thank you, 11 

Commissioner May. 12 

  Ms. Ricks, let me ask this.  I'm 13 

going to kind of follow some of the line of 14 

what Commissioner May was just questioning 15 

about. 16 

  So, you've already said with 17 

additional it looks as though you may be able 18 

to come to some type of analysis or final, 19 

give us a little more guidance.  And I'm sure 20 

you requested it.   21 
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  I hope this was the Campus Plan, I 1 

remember that we delayed or we took something 2 

out of order or we switched something around 3 

for DDOT or Office of Planning, I believe this 4 

was the case. 5 

  MS. RICKS:  Yes. 6 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  And we did that to 7 

give additional time.  And I think why are we 8 

still here and we did that, was it that the 9 

Applicant has not been responsive? 10 

  MS. RICKS:  DDOT has not received 11 

any additional information regarding the Canal 12 

Road operations or a more extensive study 13 

area.   14 

  I think that the primary reason 15 

for the request for a delay in submitting a 16 

report, however, was because of the major 17 

change that was made in the Applicant's pre-18 

hearing statement that removed the additional 19 

1,000 parking spaces, or reduced it down to 20 

just 250. 21 

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
  

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  So how much time, 1 

I'm just curious, if the Applicant was to 2 

maybe give you the information or the data you 3 

need within a month, how much time do you 4 

think it would take DDOT? 5 

  MS. RICKS:  We usually try and 6 

turn our analysis around within two weeks, 7 

assuming that we have all of the files, the 8 

Synchro files, all of the analysis and other 9 

information. 10 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  And I 11 

notice in the report it talked about the loop, 12 

which I think one of the particular community 13 

groups and one of the ANCs is very 14 

particularly interested in.  If I remember 15 

correctly, the loop has changed a little bit. 16 

 I think it's moved some.  Does DDOT still 17 

have the same concern as you have here in your 18 

report?   19 

  One of them is they didn't talk to 20 

the Park Service, and I still don't understand 21 
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that whole issue.  So I'm not understanding 1 

that one. It's taking me a little while to 2 

understand that.  Would that change what you 3 

have in you report? 4 

  MS. RICKS:  No. I think that we 5 

were very much in favor of having a 6 

north/south circulation on the campus and 7 

providing that access.  What alignment that 8 

loop road takes precisely is not necessarily 9 

of concern to DDOT as it happens entirely on 10 

private property.  So our concern would be 11 

where it intersects with the public network 12 

that we need to manage. But because we didn't 13 

understand, either, the role that the Park 14 

Service played in the ability to achieve that 15 

loop road, it was hard for us to judge whether 16 

or not that concept would actually come to 17 

fruition or not since they're still at the 18 

time of our report seemed to be this outlying 19 

issue of the Park Service's influence in that 20 

road. 21 
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  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  1 

Commissioners, I don't know how you all feel, 2 

but this is a major piece for DDOT 3 

specifically.  I would hate to in the hearing 4 

right now at this point, but I'm just not sure 5 

how effective even cross-examination -- I 6 

don't know. I'll wait and see.  But at some 7 

point in time we need some resolution from the 8 

Applicant with DDOT because this a major 9 

piece.  They're the experts in transportation, 10 

even though sometime when I'm sitting in 11 

traffic I often think about you all. 12 

  MS. RICKS:  It's by design, I'm 13 

sure. 14 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  But I think 15 

they are very key.  I am not an expert.  And I 16 

don't think that from what I'm hearing or 17 

seeing, what I've read in this record about 18 

the opposition I don't think it would be 19 

advisable for us to be just compounding and 20 

compounding and compounding it.  Because, 21 

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
  

again, the tipping point -- and there's also a 1 

point where we are actually creating adverse 2 

impacts, and that's what we're not supposed to 3 

do.   4 

  So for me this is a key piece. I 5 

don't know what we're going to do to remedy 6 

this.  But I don't see us moving a whole lot 7 

further without this DDOT report.  So, that's 8 

my .02 cents worth, and that's where this 9 

Commissioner is coming from. 10 

  Commissioner Selfridge? 11 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Thank 12 

you, Mr. Chairman.   13 

  I just had a couple of questions 14 

on the report, Ms. Ricks.  On page 5 you talk 15 

about parking management. It seems like you 16 

were able to recommend or align with OP's 17 

position that the best way to handle the 18 

spillover in parking impacts is to move more 19 

students onto campus, is that correct? 20 

  MS. RICKS:  We think that that 21 
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could result in some parking relief for the 1 

neighborhood, yes. 2 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  And 3 

you've explored other options in terms of how 4 

to maybe mitigate those impacts and that seems 5 

to be the most effective? 6 

  MS. RICKS:  Well, we've talked 7 

with the ANC Commissions and other community 8 

stakeholders that came and met with this about 9 

this topic. And we explored a number of 10 

different tools that might be available to us. 11 

But, any tool that we lighted on had adverse 12 

impacts to the local residential community as 13 

well.  So it could manage that, but not 14 

without have detriment to the local community 15 

who really don't have, as OP noted, good alley 16 

access or off-street parking opportunities for 17 

that community. 18 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Okay. 19 

Thank you. 20 

  Same page, 38th Street gate 1 21 

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
  

Reservoir Road intersection.  It seems like 1 

this is an issue the University brought up in 2 

2000 as well, and I think the quote is "The 3 

University currently examining the realignment 4 

of Entrance 1."  What ever happened to that?  5 

Did you continue in discussions with the 6 

University after the Campus Plan was approved? 7 

  MS. RICKS:  I was not here and 8 

unfortunately, sir, I don't have the 9 

institutional knowledge on it.  But we weren't 10 

able to find any records that indicated that 11 

there was any follow-up from that proposed 12 

action. 13 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Okay.  14 

And then, I think you address this, but the 15 

loop road there was some other options that 16 

were mentioned as studied but not feasible in 17 

the initial, I believe it was the December 18 

report or it might have been the March 31st; I 19 

can't remember now. But is it fair to say that 20 

you didn't analyze or have any position on the 21 
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other options that were mentioned? 1 

  MS. RICKS:  No.  As I said before, 2 

the loop road really occurs on their campus 3 

property, so it's not under DDOT's 4 

jurisdiction to determine how that operates or 5 

what the alignment might be, other then where 6 

it intersects with the public network. 7 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Okay.  8 

Thank you. 9 

  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  I would 10 

express the same concerns you have about 11 

proceeding with cross-examination of DDOT with 12 

an incomplete report due to an insufficient 13 

submission by the Applicant. So I don't know 14 

if we can hear from the Applicant or what, but 15 

it seems like this is a huge part of this 16 

process and this hearing.  So, I also am 17 

confused about how to move forward. 18 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  All right.  19 

Commissioner May? 20 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Yes, I would 21 
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agree with that sentiment that it's very 1 

difficult to move forward without a definitive 2 

opinion one way or another about DDOT's 3 

reaction to the Applicant's submission on 4 

traffic and parking and so on. 5 

  I did have a couple of quick 6 

questions about the spillover parking issue.  7 

Does the city still issue reciprocity stickers 8 

for out of state residents so that they can 9 

qualify for residential parking? 10 

  MS. RICKS:  We do.  And, I'm 11 

sorry, I'm not familiar enough with the 12 

reciprocity program to speak in any detail 13 

about it. 14 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay.  It would 15 

be helpful to know and understand that. I just 16 

know that certain people who are temporary 17 

residents of the city -- 18 

  MS. RICKS:  Right. 19 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  -- could apply 20 

for and get reciprocity with their home state 21 
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and then, therefore, quality for a residential 1 

parking permit.  I think that might have been 2 

done away with or they might have changed the 3 

circumstances under which it's allowed. 4 

  MS. RICKS:  I can get more 5 

information for the Commission. 6 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Yes, okay. 7 

  You know, I've asked this question 8 

before in the context of other cases, but 9 

there is periodically discussion of making 10 

changes to the residential parking system that 11 

would address households that have four, five, 12 

six RPP stickers at that address. 13 

  MS. RICKS:  Yes. 14 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Is there 15 

anything currently in play in that regard that 16 

might help resolve this, even though it 17 

wouldn't necessarily be a condition of this 18 

case? 19 

  MS. RICKS:  Yes. Curiously enough 20 

today the Council -- this is actually a 21 
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provision that has been introduced in the 1 

Budget Support Act before the Council right 2 

now. 3 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Yes. 4 

  MS. RICKS:  And was actually just 5 

under debate with the Council today. 6 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay.   7 

  MS. RICKS:  It has been 8 

considered.  Philosophically DDOT is in line 9 

with the intent of that action, but it is 10 

difficult to really implement in that it 11 

relies on the citizenry to loyally move their 12 

vehicle registration when they move. So if a 13 

resident were to move within the same Ward, or 14 

they have the RPP stickers and they may move 15 

from a one rental unit to another rental unit, 16 

as long as they're within the same Ward 17 

there's not much motivation to change your 18 

vehicle registration address. So you may 19 

erroneously be showing several vehicles at the 20 

same residence when in fact previous residents 21 
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have moved from there and that vehicle is no 1 

longer really used by that household. 2 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Yes. 3 

  MS. RICKS:  So until we have a 4 

little bit of a better system to ensure that 5 

those vehicles are moved when the residents 6 

move, it's a little bit of a difficult 7 

proposition. 8 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Yes.  But that 9 

sounds almost like it's an enforcement 10 

problem.  If one resident moves out and does 11 

not change their address for their 12 

registration when they move, I mean these 13 

things have to be renewed every year or every 14 

two years -- 15 

  MS. RICKS:  Yes. 16 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  -- in the case 17 

of registration.  I don't know, does RPP, can 18 

you get that for two years? 19 

  MS. RICKS:  You can get it for two 20 

years, yes. 21 
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  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay.  So it's 1 

two years at most, but then a new resident 2 

comes in if they claim they are the owner or 3 

the resident, I mean it seems to me that DMV 4 

can send a notice saying your permit is about 5 

to revoked unless you can prove you still live 6 

there. 7 

  MS. RICKS:  Yes. 8 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Anyway, I'm not 9 

going to solve that problem here now. 10 

  But can you tell me what the 11 

Council actually undertook today or what they 12 

were discussing? 13 

  MS. RICKS:  They were discussing 14 

the Budget Support Act. 15 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay.   16 

  MS. RICKS:  And this was one 17 

provision of the Budget Support Act as a means 18 

of changing revenue projections because it 19 

would be an increased -- 20 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  And so was the 21 
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idea that your second, third, fourth would -- 1 

  MS. RICKS:  Yes. 2 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  -- be higher 3 

and higher? 4 

  MS. RICKS:  Yes. 5 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  And do you know 6 

what the scale actually was that they were 7 

talking about? 8 

  MS. RICKS:  No. I can get that for 9 

you, though. 10 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay.  All 11 

right.  That's a small point, but I'm 12 

interested in that issue generally. 13 

  MS. RICKS:  Okay.   14 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  And the issue 15 

with spillover parking, I mean some other 16 

universities have taken aggressive policies 17 

about if they can detect the vehicle is 18 

somehow affiliated with a university and it's 19 

parked in a residential neighborhood, that 20 

they'll get ticketed even if they have 21 

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
  

residential parking.  I know that got some 1 

publicity recently at another university.  Is 2 

that something that you would recommend in 3 

this circumstance?  I mean, is it a reasonable 4 

approach? 5 

  MS. RICKS:  We did encourage in 6 

our meetings with Georgetown University to 7 

explore what other area universities without 8 

naming names do in that regard and sort of 9 

best practices from across the country. 10 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay.  All 11 

right.  Thanks. 12 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  What I'm 13 

going to do first before Ms. Dwyer comes -- 14 

well, I'm going to ask Ms. Dwyer to come to 15 

the table.  But before we begin cross-16 

examination I need to understand why we should 17 

move forward and having a hearing when I think 18 

we're going to have to come back and have the 19 

same hearing.  I just like to do things once. 20 

  MS. DWYER:  As would I, and I'm 21 
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sure everyone in the room, Mr. Chairman. 1 

  I can say on the record that a lot 2 

of the detailed information that was requested 3 

was requested recently and we're in the 4 

process of pulling it together.  The 5 

University and its traffic consultants have 6 

communicated with DDOT that probably within 7 

three weeks this information could be provided 8 

to them. So I think there would be time for 9 

DDOT to file a supplemental report during the 10 

hearing process that would address the issues 11 

and provide an opportunity for a detailed 12 

cross-examination at that time. 13 

  It's not going to be a lengthy 14 

process in order to collect this information. 15 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  So in other 16 

words, your recommendation is to proceed as we 17 

do now.  All the opponents, the ANCs to cross-18 

examination on what we have limitedly, as I'm 19 

sure same will be for -- well, we've already 20 

did OP. So it's all for DDOT. 21 
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  And I'm just trying to figure out 1 

the best utilization of everyone's time.  2 

Because it looks like we're going to have 3 

cross-examination on what we have here, which 4 

they've already said they need more 5 

information.  Then we'll come back in 6 

September -- is it September the next time we 7 

have open? 8 

  MS. SCHELLIN:  We have one other 9 

date in June, June 20th.  And that would be 10 

then we go to September. 11 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Commissioners, 12 

what do you all think?  Shall we proceed or 13 

what should we do?  I just don't want to have 14 

DDOT twice.  I'd rather get their final report 15 

and have questions on that, or -- what do you 16 

all -- 17 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  I'd 18 

rather see the final report. I don't know why 19 

we would proceed today. I don't understand 20 

what gets accomplished. We're just going to 21 
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come back and the information may change and 1 

DDOT will have a chance to give us their 2 

recommendations, which I know I would look 3 

forward to receiving.   4 

  I'd be curious to hear from the 5 

ANCs and the parties of the lawsuit.  They 6 

have an impact. They're obviously affected by 7 

this. 8 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Commissioner May, 9 

you want to add something? 10 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  You're just 11 

suggesting that we would suspend or we would 12 

continue DDOT's report and the cross-13 

examination until June 20th or are you 14 

suggesting that the whole hearing -- 15 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  I'm actually 16 

suggesting the whole hearing. 17 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay.   18 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  And the reason 19 

being is because -- and I know this is a 20 

inconvenience to everyone else because I came 21 
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here just like everybody else and we all did. 1 

 But I just think that to not have the final 2 

report, I've been here long enough to know to 3 

try to move away from having the same meeting 4 

twice. 5 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Yes. 6 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  We would just be 7 

questioning on limited.  We don't know exactly 8 

what the findings will be from DDOT. 9 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Yes.  Well, at 10 

the very least I think I'd like to hear the 11 

cross-examination of what little we have 12 

tonight.  And then we can still decide that we 13 

should suspend everything until June 20th. 14 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  But I was trying 15 

to alleviate from doing things twice. 16 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  I understand 17 

that, but I mean there is some information 18 

here that I'm not sure that it would 19 

necessarily be totally redundant. 20 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Why don't we do 21 
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this?  Ms. Dwyer, if you don't mind, I want to 1 

hear from the ANCs quickly.  Let me hear from 2 

ANCs first 2E and 3D, Mr. Lewis and Ms. Haas. 3 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Thank 4 

you. 5 

  For ANC 2E from what we've heard, 6 

we think it would be a good idea to defer 7 

cross-examination of DDOT because whatever 8 

changes, we'd just have to cross-examine twice 9 

on.  Whatever doesn't change, there's no real 10 

need to cross-examine on it now when we could 11 

do it all in one package then. 12 

  As for going forward with the rest 13 

of the case today, we would be prepared to go 14 

forward.  Most of what we have to say is on 15 

the OP side of things. We do have some serious 16 

DDOT issues in our written report, but since 17 

we're going to -- if you defer their cross-18 

examination, we'd have a chance to cross-19 

examine them then. 20 

  But we're ready. Our schedules 21 
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have been geared towards today.  June gets a 1 

little difficult and we'd like to put our case 2 

on today if possible. 3 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Ms. Haas? 4 

  ANC COMMISSIONER HAAS:  I'd have 5 

some cross-examination questions regarding the 6 

scope of DDOT's analysis.  So I would 7 

appreciate the opportunity to ask those 8 

tonight, and like Chairman of ANC 2E, I'm also 9 

ready with our presentation. 10 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Both of you 11 

all are ready with your presentations, but 12 

he's saying defer DDOT, you're saying you want 13 

to cross-examine tonight. 14 

  ANC COMMISSIONER HAAS:  I have a 15 

couple of questions about the scope of their 16 

study and I'd appreciate being able to ask 17 

those. 18 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  So we got 19 

one and one. 20 

  Let me hear what the parties Mr. 21 
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Hinds, Mr. Clements and Mr. Avery. 1 

  Mr. Hinds, you want to turn your 2 

microphone on? 3 

  MR. HINDS:  Good evening, Mr. 4 

Chairman. 5 

  The Citizens Association of 6 

Georgetown and the Burleith Citizens 7 

Association are ready to testify this evening. 8 

 And we have in our panel an expert, Joe 9 

Mehra, who is an expert in traffic. And he has 10 

some specific issues with the transportation 11 

analysis and the traffic analysis that GU has 12 

done. And I think it would be helpful since 13 

they're going back to the drawing boards a 14 

little on the plan to take into account Mr. 15 

Mehra's observations about the plan. 16 

  And in addition, as to moving the 17 

whole show to June 20, that does create a 18 

slight problem for one of our expert 19 

witnesses, our planning witness Mr. George 20 

Oberlander, who I don't believe is here.  21 
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  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  He's here, he may 1 

have left. 2 

  MR. HINDS:  Excuse me, he will be 3 

here on -- 4 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Oh, you're talking 5 

about tonight. Oh, okay. 6 

  MR. HINDS:  So other than the fact 7 

I think that we would have something to offer 8 

to GU by way of constructive criticism of the 9 

transportation analysis, we could go along 10 

with June 20. 11 

  I am a little bit concerned, and I 12 

think some of the folks here feel this way 13 

that we feel quite strongly that there have 14 

been objectionable impacts of the last plan 15 

that need to be corrected that the current 16 

plan doesn't do anything for that.  And we 17 

would like to sort of see some progress 18 

towards the University -- 19 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Mr. Hinds, Mr. 20 

Hinds-- 21 
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  MR. HINDS:  Yes. 1 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  All I wanted to 2 

know was about how we're going to deal with 3 

DDOT.  What you're saying, I already know 4 

that, believe me I've read it. 5 

  MR. HINDS:  Okay.  Okay.  Well you 6 

know where I'm coming from. 7 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Yes. 8 

  MR. HINDS:  Okay.   9 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Well, you know 10 

what?  You ceased the moment, and I don't 11 

blame you. 12 

  Mr. Clements? 13 

  MR. CLEMENTS:  Go with what Mr. 14 

Hinds said. 15 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Mr. Avery? 16 

  MR. AVERY:  Mr. Chairman, for Ward 17 

3 I think I echo what Ms. Haas said.  That for 18 

Ward 3 the Canal Road intersection is a major 19 

big deal.  This is a big political issue. It 20 

transcends if there are changes in the rules 21 
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governing the exit to -- from the rules and 1 

the lights, I think that's a major issue. 2 

  So I think from my perspective I 3 

would like, and Ms. Haas, if there were a 4 

couple of clarifying issues about the scope of 5 

what they're going to do in the next three or 6 

four weeks, just to talk a little bit about 7 

that now. But otherwise, I think you're right. 8 

 It's very difficult for us to react to a 9 

proposal; it would be very different depending 10 

upon how Canal Road is treated and it's very 11 

difficult to react to that in the abstract. 12 

  And the other element I think is 13 

Reservoir Road, the changes, are there any 14 

potential new lights envisioned, the issue of 15 

the hospital. These are things where  they 16 

can't answer it and it makes it hard for us, 17 

but if this is something where what we say now 18 

could influence what they look at in the next 19 

three or four weeks, that would be useful. 20 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  I think 21 
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this is the way we're going to proceed, and 1 

I'm open to any of my colleagues.  I think 2 

what we'll do, Ms. Haas has expressed an 3 

interest on just asking a few questions 4 

tonight of DDOT.  I would ask everyone else if 5 

they would hold off on their cross-6 

examination, including the Applicant, until we 7 

get the final report.  And then I think we 8 

will hear from those in support.  And here's 9 

where it really gets sticky for me because, I 10 

don't know, some people may want to testify 11 

about the DDOT report, I don't know. But what 12 

we'll do is just go ahead and proceed tonight. 13 

  Ms. Haas will give a limited 14 

cross-examination of DDOT, and if DDOT is okay 15 

with that? 16 

  Let me see what Ms. Ricks -- 17 

  MS. RICKS:  Well, and just 18 

potentially putting another twist into this-- 19 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Just what we need. 20 

 You have another twist? 21 
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  MS. RICKS: -- hearing. Yes, I'm 1 

sorry. I don't know if this affects cross-2 

examination, but I actually will no longer be 3 

with the agency by June 20th.  So -- 4 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  I didn't want to 5 

probably say that, but I was mentioned to me. 6 

 It was in some kind of paper today or 7 

something, or somewhere somebody was ready. I 8 

didn't want to mention that. 9 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  In the blog. 10 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  In the blog or 11 

something. And, actually, I knew that. 12 

  MS. RICKS:  Yes. I don't know if 13 

that affects any of the cross-examination or 14 

if it needs to be a consistent witness. 15 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Do you know who is 16 

going to come in and ask all these questions 17 

or-- 18 

  MS. RICKS:  I guess it'll be Ms. 19 

Hawkinson. 20 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Ms. Hawkinson?  21 
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Oh, okay. You're going to be about fired, as 1 

they say.  Okay.  Okay.   2 

  Let me ask you this, the new 3 

person on, are you new DDOT? 4 

  MS. HAWKINSON:  I'm not.  I've 5 

been at DDOT for almost nine years. 6 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Oh, okay.  Well, 7 

we can keep right proceeding. 8 

  We're going to miss you, though, 9 

Ms. Ricks.  Are you going to come back?  We're 10 

hoping you come back, at least Anthony Hood 11 

is.  But anyway, we will have her good and 12 

broken in by the time you come back, if you 13 

come back. But we wish you the best. 14 

  So, let's go ahead and do that, 15 

let's do it in that fashion. 16 

  I'm sorry, Commissioner May? 17 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Yes. I just had 18 

a question.  Are you suggesting that we we're 19 

going to go ahead with the testimony by the 20 

ANCs and by the parties?  Okay.  The concern 21 
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that I have here is that if we're going to 1 

wait to hear the content of DDOT's 2 

presentation, that the parties and ANC will 3 

want to testify about that. Not just ask 4 

questions, but testify. 5 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Well, from what I 6 

heard from Mr. Lewis and the rest of them, I 7 

mean they feel confident enough that they can 8 

get their point across with DDOT through 9 

cross-examination.  Am I correct or am I 10 

missing something. 11 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  We think 12 

so, but Commissioner May does raise a good 13 

point.  We won't know for sure until we see 14 

what the report says. 15 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  We're right back 16 

to where I was at first. 17 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  But we do 18 

think that even if we have to do that, we 19 

think it would be more efficient then if we 20 

did the same thing now based on what they have 21 
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and then came back and did that.  So we'd be 1 

almost to the -- 2 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  I'm not 3 

suggesting that -- well, you know I think 4 

there's a real question about whether we 5 

should just suspend. I guess my question is, 6 

is it possible that the Applicant could 7 

complete their work and submit it to DDOT and 8 

then DDOT produce a report by the time our 9 

next -- not June 2nd, but June 6th?  Is it 10 

possible for us to come back and these this 11 

DDOT report by June 6th? 12 

  MS. DWYER:  I guess I would have 13 

to ask DDOT how much in advance of that June 14 

6th date would they need the materials by? 15 

  MS. RICKS:  We really need two 16 

weeks in order to do due diligence on this.  17 

And I think we were hoping that we would get 18 

it in time for this meeting. 19 

  MS. DWYER:  Let me check with our 20 

consultants and see how quickly that would be 21 
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provided. 1 

  The consultants could have it to 2 

DDOT in ten days to two days.  So working from 3 

that date, Ms. Schellin would mean? 4 

  MS. SCHELLIN:  You would be 5 

providing it to DDOT the day we would need it 6 

for our package.  So they wouldn't have time 7 

to get a report. 8 

  How long after you got it, Karina, 9 

do you need before you would turn a report 10 

around? 11 

  MS. RICKS:  We really need two 12 

weeks. 13 

  MS. SCHELLIN:  Oh, two weeks after 14 

you got it? 15 

  MS. RICKS:  Yes, after we get it 16 

just to analyze the model. 17 

  MS. SCHELLIN:  Oh, yes. 18 

  MS. RICKS:  And analyze the -- I 19 

mean we would expedite it as much as we 20 

possibly could.  But just in fairness, I don't 21 
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think that you want another sort of -- 1 

  MS. SCHELLIN:  That's kind of bad 2 

for even having it for the June 20th meeting. 3 

 I mean, that's barely making it for the June 4 

20th hearing. 5 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Mr. 6 

Chairman, I think if the ANCs and the parties 7 

are willing to go forward and address the DDOT 8 

report in cross-examination, certainly I think 9 

that if they thought that that sufficient, 10 

then I think there's value in putting this 11 

aside and continuing to move forward with 12 

their presentations tonight. 13 

  With a full calendar, we're going 14 

to very quickly end up September.  But I would 15 

certainly think that having their buy-in on 16 

that very important. 17 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Very well.  And 18 

this goes back to the question I was trying to 19 

bring up at the beginning. I was just trying 20 

to cut out the redundancy.  Because what's 21 
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going to happen is we're going to get a 1 

report.  We're going to through all this 2 

night.  We're going to get a report. 3 

  And, I'm not saying, Mr. Lewis may 4 

not have any problems.  He might like the 5 

report.  I don't know where that's going to 6 

fall.  And I just used you, Mr. Lewis, as an 7 

example.  But if we doesn't, we'll come back 8 

and we'll have to go through cross-9 

examination. Their presentation will change, 10 

they'll want to make a presentation to us on 11 

the report. 12 

  Now if we're able to just get away 13 

with cross-examination once we get the report, 14 

but as Commissioner May has brought up, they 15 

want to ask some questions or they may want to 16 

have a presentation about that. 17 

  MS. SCHELLIN:  Mr. Chairman -- 18 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  What I'm trying to 19 

cut out is redundancy. 20 

  MS. SCHELLIN:   Chairman Hood, 21 
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what we have done too is another option that 1 

we've done in other cases after cross-2 

examination, you guys have left the record 3 

open and allowed the parties to make a 4 

presentation in writing or a response in 5 

writing, an additional response.  So that's 6 

another option, too, to leave the record only 7 

for the parties to be able to respond on 8 

specific areas only.  Maybe only on the DDOT 9 

report. So that's another option, too. 10 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  For me, and I know 11 

we've done it in the past, but I like to ask 12 

people questions.  I like to hear exactly from 13 

those who are -- especially those who are 14 

impacted or what's really going on out there.  15 

  While I understand we used to do 16 

that, you know it's kind of hard.  I'm not 17 

being smart -- 18 

  MS. SCHELLIN:  I meant after 19 

cross-examination. 20 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  But even at that, 21 
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I like to -- we could take a submission, but 1 

you know in that submission I may have a 2 

question.  And I then I just think it makes it 3 

better for us.  I don't know. 4 

  I guess I'm confusing it.  Do we 5 

just go forward tonight and then have a 6 

limited scope, as you just mentioned, after we 7 

go through everything tonight, just have a 8 

limited scope on DDOT.  We'll have to do 9 

recross-examination and then allow the parties 10 

and the ANCs additional time to maybe present 11 

limited presentation on just the DDOT issue.  12 

And that's on way we could move, just go 13 

forward tonight. 14 

  Because I don't want to waste 15 

time, just like anybody else. 16 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  So the idea 17 

being that we would give -- see, the DDOT 18 

report is only going to be available a few 19 

days before the hearing on the 20th.  So the 20 

parties are going to have to between the 21 
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Wednesday before the hearing or the Thursday 1 

before the hearing, and the hearing if they're 2 

going to make some kind of presentation about 3 

that report, they're going to have to whip it 4 

together in that time. 5 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  I guess the 6 

question is could everybody meet that whatever 7 

time frame. 8 

  MS. DWYER:  Well, that's in 9 

essence what happened here because the OP and 10 

DDOT reports were delayed until a week before 11 

the hearing.  So we had that same situation 12 

here where we just had seven days to respond 13 

at the time of the hearing.  So it's not 14 

unprecedented. 15 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  I guess I'll look 16 

to Mr. Hinds.  I think you have the expert 17 

witnesses.  Could Mr. Mehra turn it around 18 

like that? 19 

  MR. HINDS:  Well, we have some 20 

issues with the current report.  And if those 21 
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were addressed, then I would think that that's 1 

at least possible.  I'd like to, perhaps, ask 2 

Mr. Mehra if he agrees with that. 3 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Why don't you just 4 

ask him and then you come back to the 5 

microphone. 6 

  MR. HINDS:  Okay.   7 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  8 

Commissioners, let's have a discussion.  And 9 

due to the Open Meetings Act we're going to 10 

have it open. 11 

  So, would my colleagues be 12 

amenable to go ahead and move forward tonight? 13 

 Soon the night will be over, but if we go 14 

ahead and move forward tonight and still 15 

opportunity if they want to, to cross-16 

examination on what limited scope, but allow 17 

them the opportunity to have presentations?  I 18 

think the only person who really has cross 19 

examination on what we have in front of us 20 

tonight is Ms. Haas.  Once we finish that, 21 
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then we can go straight into our regular 1 

order.  And then we'll come back after that 2 

and deal with the report and the cross-3 

examination.  That'll scale it down some, I 4 

believe. 5 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Well, I 6 

thought I heard that Mr. Avery had some 7 

questions as well.  8 

  And, Mr. Avery, were you content 9 

with Ms. Haas handling that? 10 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Could you come to 11 

the mic? 12 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Because I 13 

think he expressed some of the same concerns 14 

regarding scope. 15 

  MR. AVERY:  I might reserve the 16 

opportunity to add a couple of things to what 17 

she says, but it shouldn't add much to the 18 

time. 19 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  All right. 20 

   Commissioner May, did you want to 21 
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add something? 1 

  Okay.  So let's do that.  So we 2 

won't waste everybody's time. Is that 3 

everybody amenable to that?   4 

  I heard you loud and clear, Mr. 5 

Lewis, you are ready to present? 6 

  Mr. Hinds -- 7 

  MR. HINDS:  I checked with my 8 

expert, and he says he's amenable to that.  9 

However, it would be helpful for us, just like 10 

it was helpful for DDOT to have the complete 11 

Synchro model, he said it would be helpful to 12 

him in reviewing it to have the complete 13 

Synchro model.  So if we could get the Synchro 14 

model at the same time as DDOT, that would 15 

enable us to turn it around in that time 16 

frame. 17 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Before DDOT 18 

analyses it, you want it the same time?  Can 19 

we do that? 20 

  MS. DWYER:  We'd be happy to do 21 
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that. 1 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  All right. 2 

 So we're going to go ahead and proceed. 3 

  MS. SCHELLIN:  Chairman Hood, if I 4 

could, just to let DDOT know that we need the 5 

report by noon on June 15th.  So whenever the 6 

Applicant gets it to you, we need it by noon 7 

on the 15th of June. 8 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  So once we get the 9 

report and everybody has it hand, it depends 10 

on where we are in the sequence of events, 11 

we'll have a limited scope of cross-12 

examination of DDOT and we will also have a 13 

small presentation, if needed, by the ANC or 14 

the parties.  Is that fair?  Okay.  All right. 15 

   So let's proceed.   16 

  MS. DWYER:  If I could just 17 

clarify, that includes the Applicant as well? 18 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Yes.  I was just 19 

getting ready to call and see if you all had 20 

any cross-examination of DDOT.  But I'm sure 21 
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you all are going to tell me no. 1 

  Does the Applicant have any cross-2 

examination at this point of DDOT? 3 

  MS. DWYER:  We do not. 4 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Mr. Lewis, 5 

do you have any cross-examination of DDOT? 6 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  No, sir, 7 

not at this time. 8 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  So far 9 

we're doing well. 10 

  Now I know Ms. Haas is coming 11 

forward. Ms. Haas, would you come forward?  12 

You have some limited questions of DDOT. 13 

  And, Mr. Hinds, you might as well 14 

come on up.  Do you have -- no, that's right. 15 

 Okay.   16 

  Mr. Clements, okay?  And Mr. 17 

Avery.  Okay.   18 

  Okay.  Ms. Haas, you may begin. 19 

  ANC COMMISSIONER HAAS:  My 20 

questions relate to the scope of the study and 21 
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will it include consideration of the proposals 1 

to add 2,000 seats at Homeland Security given 2 

that 53 percent of those people are expected 3 

to come from Virginia and cause traffic on 4 

Canal Road, Chain Bridge and Key Bridge? 5 

  MS. RICKS:  What our report 6 

indicated is that what we would expect the 7 

University to do is to provide both what we 8 

call build year as well as plan year 9 

forecasts. 10 

  So the build year would be the end 11 

of the ten year plan that they're proposing 12 

with this Master Planning process, as well as 13 

the future year which is a 20 year planning 14 

horizon.  So that should capture the new 15 

growth anticipated by the Department of 16 

Homeland Security as well as any additional 17 

traffic generated by the hospital site and 18 

other area developments. 19 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Isn't that a 20 

further processing?  No, I'm asking, you, Ms. 21 
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Haas. 1 

  ANC COMMISSIONER HAAS:  Whether 2 

this is further processing? 3 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Yes. 4 

  ANC COMMISSIONER HAAS:  Well, I 5 

didn't see it in the report, and I was 6 

interested to know -- 7 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Did you all 8 

testify to that? 9 

  MS. RICKS:  Our DDOT report stated 10 

that what we wanted the Applicant to do to 11 

anticipate the traffic impact associated with 12 

this Transportation Plan is, is that they 13 

would do both a ten year forecast, which is 14 

the impacts associated with this ten year 15 

Campus Plan as well as what the transportation 16 

operation would be on the 20 year plan 17 

horizon, which is typical for any major 18 

development expectations that we would ask. 19 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.   20 

  MS. RICKS:  So that 20 year 21 
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horizon would capture any anticipated 1 

development on the network in the 20 year time 2 

frame even if it's not specific as to its 3 

design. 4 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Ms. Haas, 5 

you may proceed.  I'll overrule my own 6 

objection. 7 

  You can go ahead, Ms. Haas. 8 

  ANC COMMISSIONER HAAS:  Okay.  And 9 

then I'm interested in the air quality comment 10 

that was in the report and I'd be interested 11 

to know more about that. 12 

  MS. RICKS:  The air quality 13 

comment as regards to Canal Road? 14 

  ANC COMMISSIONER HAAS:  I think it 15 

was.  I didn't spell it out in my questions, 16 

but there was one reference to air quality in 17 

the DDOT report. 18 

  MS. RICKS:  Correct. 19 

  ANC COMMISSIONER HAAS:  So I'd be 20 

interested in knowing more about that.  So if 21 

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
  

it's Canal Road, yes. 1 

  MS. RICKS:  Yes. It would just be 2 

that we would want some assessment if there 3 

would be additional impacts associated because 4 

it is a regional corridor.  We are obligated 5 

to report any regionally significant impacts 6 

on that corridor, which are mainly in regards 7 

to air quality.  So in other words if it 8 

created even more congestion on Canal Road, 9 

what would be the impacts in the regional air 10 

quality model associated with that. 11 

  ANC COMMISSIONER HAAS:  That's it 12 

for me.  Thank you. 13 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Thank you, 14 

Ms. Haas. 15 

  Mr. Avery? 16 

  MR. AVERY:  Yes.  What I would 17 

ask, and I'm not sure from your report at 18 

present, about what assumptions are made about 19 

hospital development.  And if there is no -- I 20 

think it's important for understanding the 21 
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potential impact on Canal Road if this is to 1 

be a north/south access road whether or the 2 

hospital and future hospital expansions are 3 

included in the traffic impact.  It would be 4 

very useful, at least for me and our group, to 5 

understand what the different implications for 6 

the use of the Canal Road entrance would be if 7 

the hospital traffic or a significant part of 8 

it were fed off of the loop road as opposed to 9 

not be. 10 

  The other possibilities if there 11 

were a hospital expansion and it was not feed 12 

off of loop road and the hospital went on a 13 

north road, what implications would that be 14 

for Reservoir Road and how Reservoir Road, 15 

would there need to be a light at the park 16 

entrance in the northwest -- extreme west end 17 

of campus, for example? 18 

  The other thing I would ask if 19 

you're doing scoping is it would be helpful, I 20 

think, to the discussion or the debate to 21 
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understand what conditions were put on the 1 

University when the intersection was put in 2 

Canal Road and recommendations about if those 3 

are to be changed, and that was that very 4 

politically charged debate and discussion, not 5 

 just to make recommendations from a purely 6 

traffic standpoint, but what would need to be 7 

political process one would want to go through 8 

if those conditions were changed? 9 

  MS. RICKS:  Okay.  I'll try and 10 

answer all of them.  That was a very long 11 

question. 12 

  Regarding the hospital development 13 

associated with the impacts of the plan, this 14 

is actually something that DDOT struggled a 15 

great deal with as well.  And it was very 16 

difficult for us to feel confident in being 17 

able to assess the impacts associated with a 18 

ten year University Campus Plan with a sort of 19 

large void in knowing what the future growth 20 

of the hospital is going to be likely within 21 
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that same ten year horizon.  And so this is a 1 

concern for us as well, which is why we 2 

explicitly put a condition on this report that 3 

they must include the 20 year plan horizon so 4 

that we can capture whatever the forecasted 5 

impact, or at least a proxy for what that 6 

impact of the University Hospital might be.  7 

Because it is a significant traffic generator, 8 

and it is the accumulative effects on the 9 

network that we are concerned about and being 10 

able to manage. 11 

  I'm not sure if I'm answering the 12 

question, but we also would like to see 13 

something in that report that has a proxy for 14 

the future impacts associated the hospital 15 

expansion. 16 

  Regarding what the obligations 17 

were at the time that the Canal Road entrance 18 

was initially installed.  I think that that is 19 

a very good question that we'll need to 20 

research. 21 
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  MR. AVERY:  One thing I would ask 1 

on the hospital is they have talked about 2 

expansion/renovation in two locations, 3 

potentially two sites. One in north Kehoe 4 

Field and the other in the parking lot at 38th 5 

Street is my understanding. 6 

  It would be useful to us, and I 7 

suspect the Commission, not to speak for you, 8 

but those represent potentially different 9 

impacts on traffic on Canal Road vis-a-vis 10 

Reservoir depending whether you're serving one 11 

from the north or one from the south.   12 

  So it would be difficult for us to 13 

evaluate to evaluate the impact on the Canal 14 

Road entrance if we don't really know under 15 

which assumption are we assuming that the 16 

hospital is going to expand. So the extent to 17 

which that can be teased out or to alternative 18 

scenarios, that gives us a much better basis 19 

of evaluating what the potential impact is. 20 

  MS. RICKS:  Right, I would concur. 21 

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
  

 And DDOT has identified those same concerns 1 

in being able to do a proper analysis with 2 

this large nearby institution being, as I 3 

said, a bit of a void in the report. 4 

  MR. AVERY:  Okay.  Thank you. 5 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Thank you 6 

  I think those questions were very 7 

helpful for our next meeting. So DDOT will be 8 

able to come back with some answers in some of 9 

those issues that we've heard from some of the 10 

parties in opposition will help us, so we 11 

won't have to get to that meeting and then ask 12 

for the answers.  The answer has already come 13 

back. 14 

  And let's move right on to the 15 

report of ANC 2E, Mr. Lewis. 16 

  Okay.  Both ANCs will be doing a 17 

joint presentation.  Okay.  Great. 18 

  So we will have ANC 2E and ANC 3D 19 

at this time, both Chairperson Lewis and 20 

Chairperson Haas along with their panel.  I 21 

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
  

see Commissioner Starrels and others. 1 

  Pass those over here. I want to 2 

see if you say anything about us. 3 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Good 4 

evening, Chairman Hood and Members of the 5 

Commission. 6 

  My name is Ron Lewis, and I chair 7 

ANC 2E which serves the Georgetown and 8 

Burleith communities. 9 

  With me today are three ANC 2E 10 

Commissioners who also represent the areas of 11 

our communities closest to Georgetown 12 

University west of Wisconsin Avenue.  There 13 

areas that our ANC, West Georgetown and 14 

Burleith, most heavily impacted by the 15 

University, and the impact is severe. 16 

  We also have two ANC Commissioners 17 

of 2E who are permanent residents east of 18 

Wisconsin Avenue.  They aren't presenting 19 

tonight, but they're in full support of the 20 

ANC 2E position. 21 
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  Commissioner Ed Solomon, in the 1 

middle over there, is both a long time 2 

resident of Burleith and a longstanding 3 

business owner in Georgetown. 4 

  Commissioner Bill Starrels, to 5 

Ed's right, is a mortgage banker and a 6 

longstanding Georgetown resident in the 7 

southern part of Georgetown.  He is the dean 8 

of our ANC having served on it for over ten 9 

years.  So he represented the ANC when the 10 

last GU Campus Plan was considered in 2000. 11 

  Commissioner Jeff Jones to my 12 

right is an airline captain and a Georgetown-13 

based entrepreneur.  He lives in the area 14 

closest to the University's main gate. 15 

  I am a business person with a 16 

background in law and government service, and 17 

I've lived in Georgetown for over 40 years. 18 

  We know our community very well.  19 

The six full-time resident ANC 2E 20 

Commissioners have lived in the community for 21 
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an average of over 20 years and we have served 1 

on ANC 2E for an average of six years.  More 2 

information on our Commissioners is in 3 

Attachment 1 to this presentation. 4 

  With us also is Ann Haas, a 5 

Commissioner from ANC 3D which includes the 6 

Foxhall Village Community to the immediate 7 

west of the University.  Ann will speak about 8 

the impacts on that community which are 9 

similar to the impacts on ours. 10 

  We joined the Office of Planning, 11 

the District Department of Transportation, our 12 

D.C. Councilmembers and the Georgetown 13 

Burleith and Foxhall Village communities in 14 

raising fundamental concerns about the plan 15 

that Georgetown University has presented. 16 

  I'd like to make three overall 17 

points about the proposed GU Campus Plan and 18 

why our ANC has concluded that the plan should 19 

be rejected or significantly conditions 20 

because of its objectionable impacts on the 21 
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nearby community.  Some background first for 1 

these three points. 2 

  Our ANC has looked into the 3 

proposed Campus Plan very closely over a long 4 

period of time.  We know from conversations, 5 

telephone calls, emails, letters, our own 6 

observations and testimony at our public 7 

meetings that there is overwhelming concern in 8 

the community about the objectionable impacts 9 

GU is having on the neighborhood.  And, 10 

unfortunately, we know that the proposed 11 

Campus Plan not only fails to address these 12 

impacts adequately, but would make them worse. 13 

  We conducted an extensive inquiry 14 

including a long and well attended public 15 

hearing focused exclusively on the GU Campus 16 

Plan. And we have observed firsthand over a 17 

long period of time the objectionable impacts 18 

of Georgetown University on our community.  We 19 

are, sad but true, experts in this subject. 20 

  We have considered the proposed 21 
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Campus Plan and the facts related to it 1 

carefully, and we adopted a number of findings 2 

and recommendations at a public meeting 3 

earlier this year.  You have those, they're 4 

filed in the record of this case. 5 

  There is a big difference between 6 

the picture GU tries to paint and actual 7 

reality.  The OP and DDOT reports have gone a 8 

long way towards illuminating the actual 9 

reality and its consequences.  We commend OP 10 

and DDOT for their thoughtful insightful work 11 

in this case, and we look forward to more from 12 

DDOT. 13 

  We'll also do our best to help 14 

separate the myth from the reality on the 15 

ground.  Then we can design remedies together 16 

that are effective in dealing with the actual 17 

situation including the key remedy of 18 

providing an on-campus bed for every 19 

traditional undergraduate.  That achievable 20 

goal, a 100 percent of traditional 21 
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undergraduates having beds on campus with 1 

exceptions as described by OP last week, was 2 

supported by the University itself as recently 3 

as the 1990 Campus Plan.  That remedy is now 4 

strongly supported by the Office of Planning, 5 

our community, our Councilmembers and our ANC. 6 

 We have all examined the situation and come 7 

to the same conclusion. 8 

  Let's look at some of the key 9 

facts, starting with the growth in GU's 10 

enrollment.  There's been an enormous growth 11 

in enrollment over the past ten years in both 12 

undergraduates and graduate students from 13 

under 10,000 students in 2000 to over 14,000 14 

student now.  These are all the University's 15 

own numbers for 2000 and 2010, and the 16 

University's projection for 2020.  Two 17 

projections, actually, one in the original 18 

filed plan and one in the conditional amended 19 

plan. 20 

  This increased enrollment, over 40 21 
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percent over this decade, is not what anybody 1 

expected would happen when GU's Campus Plan 2 

was examined in 2000, at least not anyone in 3 

the community. 4 

  GU now admits the numbers it 5 

presented in 2000 were confusing.  I believe 6 

that's the word they used here last month when 7 

the Provost testified.  Everyone else, the 8 

BZA, OP and the community all took what GU was 9 

saying to be the total enrollment would be 10 

around 10,000 students by 2010; that's the 11 

9,800 number down below.  And GU did not take 12 

appropriate steps to advise anyone to the 13 

contrary at the time. 14 

  Both undergraduate and graduate 15 

student enrollment grew over the past ten 16 

years.  Undergraduate enrollment was supposed 17 

to be capped but GU, unlike other universities 18 

in our city, created a category of 19 

undergraduates they called non-traditional; 20 

students 25 or older and nursing students in a 21 
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second degree bachelor's program, et cetera.  1 

And there was no enrollment cap for those 2 

students.  GU took full advantage of this. 3 

  Here are the increases GU made in 4 

enrollment over just the past three years; 5 

steadily marching upward in the uncapped 6 

categories. 7 

  Graduate students and non-8 

traditional undergraduates can and do often 9 

impact the community as much as traditional 10 

undergraduate do.  Many live in the community 11 

and others drive to school adding to the 12 

traffic congestion near the University and 13 

parking on the residential streets near the 14 

University. This is discussed more fully in 15 

Attachment 3 to this presentation. 16 

  The University also added hundreds 17 

of traditional undergraduates over the past 18 

ten years, in additional to increasing non-19 

traditional undergraduates. So overall, GU 20 

increased its undergraduate enrollment from 21 
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6,166 in 2000 to 7,379 in 2010.  That's an 1 

increase of over 1,200 students.  The total 2 

increase counting graduate students over 4,000 3 

students.  This is not what was supposed to 4 

happen as far as the community knew. 5 

  When the 2,000 Campus Plan was 6 

adopted, the University under pressure from 7 

the community committed to housing 780 8 

additional undergraduates on campus in new 9 

housing called the Southwest Quadrangle.  GU 10 

also said, and this is key to the whole 2000 11 

plan, that the on-campus housing would greatly 12 

reduce the number of off-campus students and 13 

off-campus student houses.   14 

  The University's own consultant, 15 

Lewis Bolan of Bolan Smart Consultants, 16 

testified in the 2000 hearing that the 2000 17 

Plan would return 75 to 80 percent of the off-18 

campus group houses to single-family use and 19 

that returning these houses to single-family 20 

use.  And that returning these houses to 21 
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single-family use would not only benefit the 1 

neighborhood, but would benefit the D.C. 2 

economy as well.  Additional material on that 3 

prediction is in Attachment 4 for this 4 

presentation. 5 

  We relied on that, but in reality 6 

it didn't happen.  Any possibility of that 7 

happening turned out to be overwhelmed by the 8 

University's aggressive increases in 9 

enrollment over the past ten years. Any gains 10 

to the community from the new on-campus 11 

housing in the Southwest Quad were completely 12 

negated. 13 

  Just as total GU enrollment has 14 

grown, the number of off-campus GU students in 15 

the community which is considered to be Zip 16 

Code 20007 for Campus Plan purposes, has also 17 

grown or at the very least, remained around 18 

the same between 2000 and now despite the new 19 

on-campus housing in Southwest Quad. 20 

  Both the number of undergraduates 21 
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and the number of graduate students living off 1 

campus in the community are larger or about 2 

the same now compared to ten years ago. 3 

  These are the University's numbers 4 

from uniformed supplied by the University and 5 

Attachment 5 explains these numbers in detail. 6 

 Attachment also shows the complexity of 7 

working with the various sets of numbers the 8 

University has been using fall/spring and 9 

averaging this method, that method 10 

capped/uncapped, et cetera.  But it wasn't 11 

supposed to happen. 12 

  The University's proposed plan for 13 

the next ten years asks to grow these numbers 14 

further.  Their latest proposal to add 250 15 

beds on campus as some fairly distant time in 16 

the future does not come anywhere close to 17 

remedying the problem.  We discussed the 18 

University's latest and highly conditional 19 

offer in detail in Attachment 6 to this 20 

presentation. 21 
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  The community is already over 1 

saturated with GU students.  The conditions 2 

found objectionable and in need of remedy in 3 

2000 are even more objectionable and even more 4 

in need of remedy now.  The University's new 5 

Campus Plan would only make this situation 6 

worse.  Let's look at the on-campus student 7 

situation. 8 

  The Comprehensive Plan emphasis 9 

the importance of universities housing their 10 

students on campus.  GU's record in this 11 

regard is actually very poor. 12 

  GU would have us believe it houses 13 

a high percentage of undergraduates on campus, 14 

but the facts show otherwise.  When we 15 

analyzed GU's on-campus housing using all 16 

undergraduates and using as other universities 17 

do only housing that is actually on-campus, 18 

the actual percentage of undergraduates housed 19 

on GU's campus is only 64 to 73 percent.  20 

Sixty-four percent is all undergraduates, 73 21 
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percent is all full-time undergraduates 1 

assuming assumptions generous to GU.  This is 2 

explained in Attachment 7.  3 

  GU actually has a lower percentage 4 

of on-campus housing than comparable number 5 

for George Washington University.  GW's 6 

undergraduate on-campus housing percentage, 7 

on-campus beds available divided by the number 8 

of full-time undergraduates, for the most 9 

recent reported period which I think is 10 

somewhat more recent then even the information 11 

OP had, GW is up to 79 percent.  More 12 

information about GW's on-campus housing is in 13 

Attachment 8. 14 

  In all events, the Office of 15 

Planning report is right.  It's the 16 

objectionable impacts on the community that 17 

are important not the percentage comparisons 18 

with other universities located as GW is in R-19 

5 zones or other less fragile environments.  20 

As long as the on-campus percentage at GU is 21 
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under 100 percent of the traditional 1 

undergraduates, it forces far too many 2 

undergraduates to live off campus in the 3 

adjacent community. 4 

  The GU Campus Plan basically asks 5 

us to ignore what has happened in the past ten 6 

years; the 4,000 new students, the failure to 7 

make meaningful, substantial reductions as 8 

projected in the number of off-campus houses 9 

and the number of GU students living off-10 

campus in the community.  And now GU proposes 11 

to add some 1,000 to 2,000 students on top of 12 

this. 13 

  GU tries to portray all this as 14 

modest, GU's word, but it is nowhere close to 15 

modest.  The impacts are severe, even greater 16 

and more objectionable and more threatening to 17 

the viability of our community than they were 18 

ten years ago. Let's take a look. 19 

  Objectionable impacts include 20 

loud, disruptive, alcohol driven noise from 21 
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parties in student group houses and the same 1 

number or more group houses now then there 2 

were then when it was objectionable by the BZA 3 

in 2000. 4 

  Largely and more widely advertised 5 

 parties then ever as students communicate 6 

instantly by cell phone, text messages and 7 

other new media about where the parties are.  8 

That's a new factor from ten years ago. 9 

  Loud disruptive noise from group 10 

houses even when there are no parties.  One 11 

resident, for example, a permanent resident 12 

testified that he and his wife could not let 13 

their young children go out in their own 14 

backyard even in the daytime because of the 15 

foul language and crude behavior from a group 16 

house next door. 17 

  Loud late night alcohol driven 18 

noise and disruption from groups of GU 19 

students moving through the neighborhood from 20 

one party to another or going to the M Street 21 

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
  

or Wisconsin Avenue bars, and even more so 1 

going back home from the bars in the community 2 

at 2:00, 3:00 or 4:00 in the morning.  This 3 

includes alcohol driven, highly objectionable 4 

conduct in public including far too many 5 

examples of urinating in public, vomiting on 6 

the sidewalks and on homeowners' property and 7 

frequent vandalism. 8 

  Nighttime activities by students 9 

moving on foot from place-to-place in the 10 

community in the middle of the night that are 11 

intrusive and objectionable even if not 12 

flamboyantly loud.  Students often do things 13 

outside late at night, even when alcohol isn't 14 

involved.  Houses in our community are often 15 

located right on the sidewalk and the master 16 

bedroom is often at the front on the second 17 

floor right over the sidewalk.  A group of 18 

students talking back and forth in front of 19 

one of those houses on the way to their group 20 

house at 2:00, 3:00 or 4:00 a.m. even if 21 
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they're not shouting will wake the residents 1 

up. 2 

  Deterioration of the houses, at 3 

the transient student houses, a failure to 4 

main the houses or to keep up the lawns or 5 

landscaping as neither landlords or transient 6 

student tenants have much incentive to keep 7 

them up. 8 

  Constant trash problems with 9 

student houses.  Trash strewn around the 10 

houses, trash put out or left out at 11 

inappropriate times. Trash piled up outside or 12 

constantly streamed on other homeowners' 13 

property and on streets and sidewalks. 14 

  An adverse effect on the value of 15 

nearby houses to these group houses and on the 16 

stability of the neighborhood.  One resident 17 

recently was told by a couple looking at a 18 

house with a real estate agent in the 3400 19 

block of N Street in Georgetown that they were 20 

skeptical about buying it because they had 21 
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been told about nighttime student noise around 1 

that location and that a similar house for 2 

sale east of Wisconsin Avenue which didn't 3 

have the noise problem was priced $200,000 or 4 

some 20 percent higher even though the other 5 

house was a lower quality. 6 

  And traffic congestion on our 7 

community streets from students and other 8 

University visitors who commute to campus and 9 

parking on the residential streets by both 10 

off-campus students and other campus related 11 

commuters and visitors that takes up all too 12 

scarce parking places. 13 

  The reported incidents of 14 

misconduct, while important, are only the tip 15 

of the iceberg. There are hundreds of actual 16 

disruptive incidents every weekend and often 17 

during the week as well that are simply 18 

unreported.  A loud shout or a curse, for 19 

example, in the middle of the night outside, 20 

it happens all the time and it wakes the 21 
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residents up all the time. But what's to 1 

report and to whom?  This is an important 2 

point; these constant incidents can and o make 3 

residents' lives miserable, and they greatly 4 

degrade the quality of the neighborhood.  They 5 

will not show up in the statistics, but the 6 

residents who live here know how frequent and 7 

how disruptive they are. 8 

  GU's efforts to control this 9 

disruption fall far short of being effective. 10 

In part, that is because the sheer number of 11 

off-campus students overwhelms any effort to 12 

address it. It's also because GU's own conduct 13 

rules for students help to drive students off 14 

campus when they want to park.  Unless for 15 

example George Washington University, GU's 16 

off-campus partying rules are much looser than 17 

for on-campus. 18 

  Those are all the things in the 19 

left hand column that students are prohibited 20 

from doing on-campus.  Off-campus, whatever 21 
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they want.  And there is a big difference.  If 1 

they want to party after midnight on a week 2 

night, better not do it on campus.  You might 3 

trouble some of the other students.  Off-4 

campus, fine, go to it. 5 

  The slide is important because it 6 

shows at least two things.  GU is fully aware 7 

of alcohol fueled disruption, disruptive 8 

conduct by its students.  And GU doesn't seem 9 

to mind imposing on the community 10 

objectionable conduct that the University 11 

itself won't accept on its own property. 12 

GU puts all the burdens on the community.   13 

  The burden to report everything 14 

all the time, even the unreportable like the 15 

transient shouts and noise.  The burden to 16 

make sure that the noise that woke you up 17 

isn't somewhere else by the time one of the 18 

University SNAP cars shows up.  Because it 19 

often is, and then is duly noted by SNAP as 20 

unconfirmed complaint. 21 
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  The burden to make sure students 1 

don't see the SNAP car coming with its 2 

flashing yellow light that can be seen blocks 3 

away, or that they don't post a lookout for a 4 

SNAP or MPD cars at loud parties, which they 5 

often do, so they can be quiet by the time the 6 

car arrives. 7 

  The burden to prove to the 8 

University that the transient noise that woke 9 

you up was from a GU student, though the odds 10 

are overwhelming that it was.  And exactly 11 

which student. 12 

  Bottom line is our community 13 

should not have to live this way.  The Zoning 14 

rules provide the tools for remedying this 15 

situation and the time to use those tools is 16 

now. 17 

  The University had its chance for 18 

the past ten years and the serious problems 19 

remain.  Now strong and effective measures are 20 

needed.  This includes above all the 21 
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University providing beds for all traditional 1 

undergraduates on-campus as called by the 2 

unified voices of OP, our community and 3 

community organizations, our Councilmembers 4 

and our ANC. 5 

  You have our findings and 6 

recommendations. We will be happy to discuss 7 

all of this with the Commission in as much 8 

detail as the Commission desires. 9 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Let me just ask 10 

this, Mr. Lewis, do we have your written 11 

statement? 12 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  I did not 13 

submit the statement in written form, but I 14 

can. 15 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  That would be very 16 

helpful. 17 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  I'd be 18 

happy to. 19 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Thank you 20 

  ANC COMMISSIONER SOLOMON:  21 
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Chairman Hood and Commissioners, thank you for 1 

this opportunity to testify concerning the 2 

Georgetown University 2010 Campus Plan.  My 3 

testimony today will be on the position's I've 4 

had in the community, my observations over the 5 

last 10 years and my relationship with the 6 

different programs that the University has 7 

implemented to mitigate the impact in the 8 

community. 9 

  I've been a resident of Burleith 10 

for the past 28 years.  I'm currently serving 11 

my 7th year as a Advisory Neighborhood 12 

Commissioner representing 2E01.  My Single 13 

Member District included Burleith, Hillandale 14 

and North Georgetown.  And four of those years 15 

I served as Chair of ANC 2E and presently 16 

Chair the ANC Safety Committee. 17 

  Before I was elected to the ANC, I 18 

served for three plus years as President of 19 

the Burleith Citizens Association and prior to 20 

that position I served as a Board Member, and 21 
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I'm an advisor to the Burleith Safety 1 

Committee. 2 

  I also have a business in 3 

Georgetown, and I'm on the Executive Committee 4 

of the Georgetown Business Improvement 5 

District and Chair their Safety Committee. 6 

  Until recently I also Chaired the 7 

Georgetown Business Association's Safety 8 

Committee. 9 

  I'm deeply disappointed that the 10 

programs the University implemented did not 11 

mitigate the impact of student group houses in 12 

West Georgetown in Burleith.  When I became 13 

President of the BCA ten years ago, one of my 14 

goals was to forge a strong relationship 15 

between the University and the community.  I 16 

wanted to set a new tone in the community.  To 17 

accomplish that goal I encouraged a positive 18 

dialogue between my Board and University 19 

officials.  Even when some community leaders 20 

had doubts about the University's sincerity in 21 
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addressing community concerns, I was adamant 1 

in trying to forge stronger bonds. 2 

  With the Southwest Quad due to 3 

come online in 2003, I anticipated a 4 

significant improvement in the quality of life 5 

in Burleith and West Georgetown as the 6 

University assured the community this would 7 

happen.   8 

  When voted to the position as 9 

Chair of ANC 2E I continued to try to nourish 10 

a partnership between the University and the 11 

community.  I supported, at least at first, 12 

the student assistance program known as SNAP, 13 

the shuttle program and the Alliance for Local 14 

Loving known as ALL.  I participated in 15 

community patrols with the Metropolitan Police 16 

Department, I also joined University officials 17 

with MPD in patrolling the neighborhood of 18 

West Georgetown and Burleith. 19 

  I usually spent an average of one 20 

night a week in the community, usually on the 21 
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weekends, the average time between one to two 1 

hours over ten years, the total would be a 2 

conservative estimate of approximately 500 3 

times. 4 

   I participated in meetings in 5 

residents' homes that included University 6 

officials and students from nearby group 7 

houses.  At times MPD attended. 8 

  I did everything I could to try to 9 

help make the University's program work, even 10 

having a University official attend a Burleith 11 

Citizens Association Board meeting.  If you 12 

recall, last week one of the students, and I 13 

must say there were five young students that 14 

presented that represented Georgetown 15 

University.  You recall he was talking about a 16 

student track in Burleith.  He said that he 17 

enjoyed running there and he enjoyed seeing 18 

community people in that track. 19 

  I supported this University 20 

program in Burleith.  I was the one that 21 
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brokered the deal.  However, in spite of all 1 

that effort it became apparent, especially in 2 

the last five years, the GU's off-campus 3 

resources were overwhelmed by and certainly 4 

did not mitigate the impact of student group 5 

houses in the surrounding neighborhoods. 6 

  A reduction of 911 calls, for 7 

example, did not materialize. 8 

  The observations based on 9 

statistics from MPD.  If you look at this 10 

graph, for the last ten years the street with 11 

significantly more student group houses, the 12 

number of 911 calls are nearly 12 times 13 

higher, in other words the street of student 14 

group houses as averaged approximately one 15 

call to the MPD every week for 52 weeks a year 16 

for the last ten years. 17 

  This other graph shows the 911 18 

calls over a five year period, I believe it's 19 

2006 to 2010.   20 

  Another GU described SNAP as a 21 
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proactive program, it has functioned for the 1 

most part from my observations more in a 2 

reactive mode.  In addition to resident calls 3 

to SNAP, I also made calls as well.  I met 4 

SNAP on location many times with University 5 

officials as well as MPD.  Too often these 6 

homes were repeat offenders.  One never knew 7 

what sanctions, if any, the University imposed 8 

as a result of a 911 call or a visit by SNAP. 9 

  The Alliance for Local Living 10 

program initially had large turnouts by 11 

residents of Burleith and West Georgetown. I 12 

recall packed rooms of approximately 50 13 

residents and University officials giving 14 

their stories of what went on the weekend 15 

before and the impact that they were having 16 

from group homes. As time went on, I would 17 

witness the same people on numerous occasions 18 

telling the stories of how their lives was 19 

impacted in unacceptable but continuing ways. 20 

Over years with little results to address 21 
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their concerns, residents stopped 1 

participating. 2 

  The Shuttle Bus Program was 3 

implemented with no community input.  The 4 

purpose of the shuttle was to transport 5 

students to their destination within Burleith 6 

or West Georgetown.  One of the goals was to 7 

eliminate the high volume of student traffic 8 

on residential streets late at night.  But 9 

Burleith and West Georgetown are continuing to 10 

experience large loud disruptive groups of 11 

students moving on foot through their 12 

neighborhood late at night.  It is constantly 13 

disrupting what should be our quiet 14 

residential community. 15 

  The shuttle did nothing to 16 

mitigate the noise from off-campus student 17 

group houses in the neighborhood.  The 18 

Burleith and West Georgetown neighborhood are 19 

still impacted by noise late at night.  The 20 

shuttle could actually make things worse.  The 21 
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amount of noise that groups of students make 1 

while waiting for the bus impacts the 2 

residents nearby.  And the bus also serves as 3 

a mode of transportation from one party to the 4 

next. 5 

  It only takes one group house to 6 

start turning a block from predominantly 7 

residential to predominately group houses.  8 

There are blocks in Burleith that have gone 9 

through and are going through this conversion. 10 

 Once a block begins to turn, it is impossible 11 

to reverse the trend.   12 

  Most students live in the 13 

community one or two years.  A group house may 14 

change occupants one, two or three times in 15 

one year as the semesters change and then the 16 

summer students come in.  However, residents 17 

are there year round, each year not knowing 18 

what to expect from the new occupants. 19 

  Each resident copes with out of 20 

control noise in their own way. 21 
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  (1)  Do nothing hoping the noise 1 

will cease, but it won't. 2 

  (2)  Attempt to talk with their 3 

neighbors the next day to address their 4 

concerns.  But come nightfall, it's all the 5 

same again. 6 

  (3)  Some buy white noise 7 

machines, but that often doesn't work and they 8 

shouldn't have to do this.   9 

  (4)  Call SNAP and MPD, but that's 10 

ineffective and often the disturbance isn't 11 

reportable. 12 

  (5)  Attend all meetings, but 13 

nothing changes, and; 14 

  (6)  Give up and accept their 15 

fate, but they shouldn't have to, and finally; 16 

  (7)  Sell their homes, and that's 17 

bad for everyone. 18 

  From what I have witnessed over 19 

the past ten years the neighborhoods of 20 

Western Georgetown and Burleith will continue 21 
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to be degraded with the current policies the 1 

University has in place. 2 

  Thank you. 3 

  ANC COMMISSIONER STARRELS: Good 4 

evening, Chairman Hood and fellow 5 

Commissioners.  I thank you very much for your 6 

time tonight. 7 

  First, a short overview. I'm Bill 8 

Starrels and I've been an ANC Commissioner for 9 

over ten years, and as Chairman Lewis said, I 10 

am dean of this Commission. 11 

  In 2000, ANC 2E passed a motion in 12 

support of the Georgetown University Campus 13 

Plan, and I was the one that presented the 14 

motion.  The reason the plan had majority 15 

support ten years ago was a promise of the 16 

Southwest Quad and new dormitories, 780 new 17 

beds and upwards of 85 percent of 18 

undergraduates to live on campus.  It was 19 

encouraging.  However, ten years later there's 20 

virtually out of constituency no support 21 
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whatsoever for this Campus Plan.  Outside of a 1 

few of my constituents that happened to work 2 

for the University, none of the supporters 3 

from ten years ago support it now.  In fact, 4 

some of the most ardent supporters of the 2000 5 

Campus Plan are some now some of the most 6 

zealous opponents of this plan.  Why? 7 

  First off, the quality of life has 8 

deteriorated to simply unacceptable levels.  9 

Things seemed to be getting a little better 10 

after the dormitories were put on line after 11 

the last Campus Plans but things started to 12 

deteriorate and to deteriorate rather quickly. 13 

 No one seemed to know why.  After all, 14 

hundreds of new beds were built, yet things 15 

kept getting worse. 16 

  Things made sense when numbers of 17 

new students were revealed.  It made sense and 18 

why things were getting so much worse so fast. 19 

 This is why constituents of mine who were 20 

supportive of the last Campus Plan are now 21 
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opponents of the new plan. 1 

  One of my duties on the ANC is I'm 2 

Co-Chair of the ABC Committee.  I circulate to 3 

a lot of bars and restaurants late at night, 4 

and I want to speak to that.  I've been Co-5 

Chair of the ABC Committee now for nine years. 6 

 As I say, I interface with many of the 7 

restaurant/bar owners, restaurant owners and 8 

their management.  I've spent many, probably 9 

too many late Friday nights, Saturday nights, 10 

Sunday mornings, Saturday mornings walking 11 

around Georgetown, M Street, Prospect Street, 12 

Wisconsin Avenue observing what's going on. 13 

  I receive both MPD and ABRA 14 

reports. 15 

  I remember several years ago that 16 

one gentleman from MPD declared that 17 

Georgetown seemed to be turning a corner on 18 

the underage drinking problem.  Then around 19 

five to six years ago things started to slip 20 

again.  Simply were getting worse. 21 
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  There is a lot of frustration 1 

currently with a lot of the restaurant owners, 2 

their management and their attorneys as to the 3 

prevalence of underage drinking from the 4 

restaurants, much of which they know is coming 5 

from the Georgetown University students.  They 6 

speak about the attitude of so many of the GU 7 

students concerning underage drinking even 8 

after confronted by MPD.  Very, very 9 

frustrating. 10 

  I've had conversations with 11 

management from the Third Edition.  12 

Conversations and just observed at Rhino Bar. 13 

 And we even have establishment down at the 14 

waterfront that's banned one of the sports 15 

teams from coming into their bar area. 16 

  Lastly, I touch on a case, the 17 

Philly Pizza Restaurant, which was located on 18 

Potomac Street which is part of my Single 19 

Member District. For the first time in recent 20 

history a place of business was shutdown 21 
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because of the complete disregard to the 1 

peace, order and quiet of a neighborhood due 2 

to unruly customers, many of which were GU 3 

students. 4 

  During this time it was just chaos 5 

there. We had hundreds of people milling 6 

around the street late at night until 1:00, 7 

2:00, 3:00 in the morning.  We literally had 8 

young people peeing on doorsteps.  There's a 9 

famous picture, too, that was once used.  MPD 10 

had to station a scout car with an officer at 11 

this location on Thursday, Friday and Saturday 12 

nights.  This was not reimbursable detail, 13 

this was paid for by taxpayers of the city and 14 

further strapped the coverage that we had 15 

overall Georgetown for relief from MPD.  And 16 

we had absolutely no assistance whatsoever 17 

from Georgetown University during this time, 18 

although they knew of what was going on or the 19 

problem that was happening here. 20 

  And then finally this 21 
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establishment was shutdown, you know by the 1 

Mayor and the Director of DCRA with the help 2 

of the Attorney General. 3 

  The bottom line is the quality of 4 

life for many of my constituents from 5 

Washington Harbour to Prospect Street have 6 

been negatively effected by the over 7 

population of Georgetown University students 8 

living outside of the 37th Street gates. There 9 

was a change in quality of life when the 10 

Southwest Quad was built that quickly 11 

deteriorated a year or two later due to the 12 

increase  of off-campus student housing.  13 

That's why this Commissioner opposes, as do my 14 

constituents, the latest Campus Plan.   15 

  Thank you. 16 

  ANC COMMISSIONER JONES:  Good 17 

evening, Chairman Hood and Members of the 18 

Commission.  My name is Jeff Jones, and I'm 19 

currently serving as Commissioner for ANC 2E 20 

SMD02 West Georgetown.  I also serve on the 21 
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Community Safety Team and Chaired the 1 

Community Public Works.  I have attended every 2 

public meeting regarding the Georgetown 3 

University 2010 Campus Plan in part of my term 4 

as Commissioner.  I served on the Citizens 5 

Association of Georgetown and University 6 

Relations Committee. 7 

  I have been, and continue to be, 8 

highly active and engaged with the community 9 

on a daily basis. 10 

  There are four items I would like 11 

to cover this evening. 12 

  (1)  Observations and experiences 13 

of the University's adverse impact on the 14 

community, particularly in West Georgetown. 15 

  (2)  The objectionable impacts of 16 

Georgetown University's off-campus townhouses, 17 

a/k/a Magis Row. 18 

  (3)  Difficulties in maintaining 19 

an environmentally healthy community when 20 

trash hauls are ignored, and 21 
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  (4)  A comparison of GU's campus 1 

density with other universities. 2 

  (1)  Observations and experiences. 3 

  Welcome to West Georgetown.  The 4 

first photo is the morning after results from 5 

a backyard pool party at a student group 6 

house.  Our entire community is designated a 7 

National Historic Landmark.  It has a canopy 8 

of tree-lined cobblestone streets where 9 

families, working professionals and elderly 10 

individuals live.  It is designed an R-3 zone 11 

single-family residential area.  It is not in 12 

the same urban setting as other universities 13 

in D.C., such as GWU's R-5 and C-3 zoned tall 14 

apartment and commercial building setting or 15 

American University's R-5 R-1-B C-1 and WH 16 

zoned areas. 17 

  As President DeGioia during his 18 

testimony, our community is the finest 19 

residential area that you could possibly place 20 

a University.  However, our community 21 
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absolutely suffers a great deal from 1 

Georgetown University's current Campus Plan 2 

and it will only worsening if the proposed 3 

plan is implemented. 4 

  The photo you currently see is far 5 

too common in West Georgetown.  This 6 

particular student house has had ongoing 7 

issues for much of the school year, and it is 8 

just being used as an example of other problem 9 

party houses.  It requires significant 10 

community and city resources to deal with 11 

party houses such as this.  Behind this home 12 

runs the 3300 block of N Street where 13 

neighbors have complained to me about multiple 14 

instances of severe disturbances, trash, 15 

public drunkenness and other issues.  16 

Sometimes neighbors will call 911, but usually 17 

they simply suffer through it.  Mostly, they 18 

hope that some day it will get better somehow. 19 

  Late night parties such as this 20 

can easily sending disturbing noise over a 21 
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block away in all directions.  They also 1 

contribute to a general disregard for public 2 

order within that area of the community, and 3 

public order is a prerequisite for creating a 4 

safe environment. 5 

  This next slide is an example of a 6 

more subtle disturbance that usually affects 7 

nearby residents only.  Smaller groups of 8 

students and their friends will hang out late 9 

into the night and the eventual short bursts 10 

of loud noise will disrupt adjacent neighbors' 11 

sleep.  Imagine setting your alarm clock to 12 

randomly go off at various times throughout 13 

the night, and this is what the experience is 14 

similar to. 15 

  Rarely have I seen SNAP be 16 

proactive with these type gatherings.   17 

  If you notice this group, they had 18 

seating for eight with about 40 drinks 19 

visible.  Occasionally their friends would 20 

walk by and yell over the fence to them.  This 21 

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
  

example lasted well after midnight on a 1 

weekday. 2 

  The blocks in West Georgetown are 3 

such that backyard parties, even small, are 4 

often echoed in an enclosed auditorium-type 5 

settings.  It only takes one backyard party to 6 

severely impact an entire block.  On any given 7 

night of only 10 percent of the student group 8 

homes in West Georgetown have gatherings such 9 

as this, the impact can effect hundreds of 10 

neighbors. 11 

  This combination of small group 12 

parties to large keg parties and what GU 13 

refers to as walk-by noise results in an 14 

unbearable condition for the community. 15 

  One last point regarding the photo 16 

above, this specific address has had multiple 17 

complaints this year and you can see the 18 

students do not seem to be too worried about 19 

the consequences since this photo was just 20 

taken this month. 21 
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  (Whereupon, recording played). 1 

  ANC COMMISSIONER JONES:  This 2 

recording was sent to me by a neighbor 3 

recently.  It's an example of what typical 4 

medium size party noise is like.  This was 5 

recorded from inside the neighbor's home. 6 

  The next slide, please. 7 

  As Commissioner I receive 8 

complaints from neighbors in West Georgetown. 9 

Most of the complaints are GU related.  This 10 

example of a resident complaint is fairly 11 

typical in that it mentions details of a 12 

repeated loud party disturbances adjacent to 13 

her property.   14 

  Most of the complaints I receive 15 

are in person, telephone and occasionally 16 

email.  It should be noted even with all the 17 

programs and strategies currently in place, 18 

the severe impact continues to be very real 19 

and detrimental to our community.  GU's 20 

programs are just working. 21 
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  In May 2009 neighbors in West 1 

Georgetown became so frustrated with negative 2 

impacts in that their complaints to the 3 

University did not produce any meaningful 4 

results they organized and began making 5 

records of their complaints.  These complaints 6 

were forwarded to the citizens association and 7 

eventually some were sent to the ANC.  Here 8 

are some of the complaints in my hand. Many of 9 

the complaints include photos, dates, times 10 

and police report records.  This is just a 11 

small sampling of what the community refers to 12 

as "war stories."   13 

  Neighbors should be able to count 14 

on a Campus Plan that is consistent with the 15 

City of D.C.'s Comprehensive Plan and not be 16 

forced to go to extreme lengths in fighting 17 

for the peace and preservation of their 18 

community. 19 

  Second item:  Magis Row.  Magis 20 

Row is the marketing name for the University 21 
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owned townhouses located on the west side of 1 

the 1400 block of 36th Street outside the 2 

campus boundary.  According to the GU website, 3 

they consist of 16 townhouses with four or 4 

more undergraduates per house.  They are 5 

directly across the street from elderly, 6 

families with young children, working 7 

professionals and single mothers.  The impact 8 

is everything you would expect from housing 9 

over 60 young undergraduates and all their 10 

visiting friends:  Sleep cycles are different, 11 

party atmosphere, late night car stereo, loud 12 

loitering noise all occur on a regular basis. 13 

 It also brings a much greater flow of student 14 

traffic further up and into the community at 15 

late hours of the night, both on foot and in 16 

cars. 17 

  There could not be a more clear 18 

case of the University having a negative 19 

impact on the community then Magis Row.  In 20 

1990 with 6,000 less students attending GU and 21 
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in response to community demands to place 1 

their students on campus, the University 2 

decided to place students in these off-campus 3 

townhomes.  Twenty-one years later the 4 

community can conclusively state they really 5 

did mean on-campus and not close to campus.  6 

This is not a good neighbor policy and has 7 

caused severe negative impacts for the 8 

neighbors closest to Magis Row. 9 

  Regarding this chart.   MPD 10 

reports have shown that there are four times 11 

the amount of disturbance calls on the Magis 12 

Row street then just one block over on the 13 

1400 block of 35th Street, which also has a 14 

fair amount of student rentals.  You can also 15 

see the number of calls that remain 16 

consistently high over the last ten years.  17 

This is an indication that GU cannot manage 18 

supposedly select students that are in Magis 19 

Row, which points out how difficult it is for 20 

GU to manage the remaining off-campus students 21 
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throughout the community. 1 

  Last fall neighbors adjacent to 2 

Magis Row, Former Commissioner Skelsey, myself 3 

met with GU Off-Campus Student Life, the 4 

Director of Student Life and Director of the 5 

Office of External Relations and requested 6 

that the use of these townhouses to house 7 

undergraduates cease.  We did not receive any 8 

reply from the University regarding our 9 

request, and they continue to house 10 

undergraduate students. 11 

  According to the 2006 12 

Comprehensive Plan a buffer is an area 13 

separating two distinct land uses that acts to 14 

soften and reduce the effects of one land use 15 

on another.  There is no buffer between GU and 16 

the community with the current setup at Magis 17 

Row.  In fact, the opposite is occurring.  If 18 

GU is genuine about implementing a good 19 

neighbor policy, they should act upon it at 20 

Magis Row. 21 
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  Three:  Difficulties in 1 

maintaining an environmentally healthy 2 

community. 3 

  Page 7 of the Campus Plan states 4 

the University has beautifully landscaped open 5 

space, yet the community suffers greatly with 6 

severe ongoing sanitation issues.  As part of 7 

my duties as Commissioner and Chairman of the 8 

Public Works Group I work very closely with 9 

the DPW, Director Howland, members of his 10 

staff a nd our lead Ward 2 SWEEP Inspector. 11 

  The Citizens Association of 12 

Georgetown and I recently sent written 13 

testimony in support of a strong SWEEP program 14 

to the Public Works and Transportation 15 

Committee. West Georgetown and Burleith have 16 

had very tough battles with student trash 17 

issues and I regularly do walk-alongs with our 18 

lead SWEEP inspector.  Typically it takes our 19 

SWEEP inspector about one to two hours to 20 

issue fines for 20 to 30 severe violations 21 
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which are fully documented and photographed.  1 

The vast majority of these houses with serious 2 

violations are student houses.   3 

  It is a severe struggle for our 4 

community to constantly be re-educating the 5 

revolving door of new students.  It should be 6 

noted that on page 8 of the GU Off-Campus 7 

Student Life file 2010 report a total of 17 8 

trash citations were issued by Off-Campus 9 

Student Life.  This very low number issued by 10 

GU seems to indicate that they are either 11 

ignoring the problem or not issuing fines, or 12 

most likely it is not manageable.  Residents, 13 

if not the University, can easily see 17 or 14 

more violations on any given day.  Either way, 15 

there is a severe disparity between what is 16 

being reported by Off-Campus Student Life and 17 

what is actually being experienced within the 18 

community. 19 

  This should also question how 20 

accurate other Off-Campus Life and SNAP 21 

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
  

reports are.  In other words, just because 1 

there is no interaction report provided by 2 

Off-Campus Student Life or SNAP does not 3 

indicate that there is not a disturbance 4 

occurring within the community.  Many times I 5 

have personally witnessed SNAP drive by large 6 

loitering disturbances or party and do 7 

absolutely nothing regarding the disturbance. 8 

  Four:  Campus density. 9 

  It is not uncommon for 10 

institutions across the U.S. to provide a 11 

student density or students per acre 12 

calculation.  It simply takes the total number 13 

of students divided by main campus acreage.  14 

With over 14,000 students attending classes on 15 

its 104 acres, GU's main campus student 16 

density is 135 students per acre.  In order to 17 

keep the research manageable, we took a look 18 

at the density of the top 50 university main 19 

campus as ranked by U.S. News and World 20 

Report.  GU's density ranking is at the 21 
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bottom. 1 

  This chart indicates that GU has 2 

attempted to pack more than three times the 3 

amount of students attending classes on its 4 

main campus then the average of the top 50 5 

universities.  If you compared universities, 6 

GU considers its peer institutions, GU is 7 

approximately 72 times worse then packing in 8 

students. 9 

  Even if you looked at the top 50 10 

universities that have less than 200 acres on 11 

its main campus, you will find the average 12 

approximately 8,800 students attending classes 13 

compared to GU's 14,000 students with a 14 

density of 22 worse. 15 

  The complete data for the summary 16 

on this slide is in Attachment 10 to the ANC 17 

presentation.   18 

  If you look at the density ranking 19 

for each individual, Georgetown University is 20 

at the bottom of all other schools other than 21 
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NYU and Columbia, which are in extremely high 1 

density areas of Manhattan and do not have 2 

cohesive main campuses.  The result has been 3 

devastating with the overflow impact upon our 4 

R-3 zoned historic and family-oriented 5 

community.  Georgetown University has simply 6 

started a process decades ago of using the 7 

community as part of his residence hall 8 

system.  Has placed an unreasonably high 9 

priority on its own revenue interests over the 10 

impact of the surrounding community and is now 11 

asking for more from the community with the 12 

latest Campus Plan. 13 

  The time has passed for GU using 14 

the community for its overflow students on its 15 

relatively small lot.  We need strong remedies 16 

and the key is for the undergraduates to have 17 

beds on campus west of 37th Street or 18 

elsewhere then a Zip Code 20007. 19 

  Thank you. 20 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Ten years 21 
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ago we thought this problem was on the way to 1 

being solved.  We believed the University's 2 

rosy predictions.  The ANC, our ANC at that 3 

time voted in favor of it; build the Southwest 4 

Quad, ramp up the enforcement and control 5 

measures off-campus, and we thought we'd be 6 

okay.  Those rosy predictions never came close 7 

to materializing. 8 

  Whereas GU predicted we'd go from 9 

around 180 off-campus houses down to in the 10 

30s, or maybe as many as 40 or 45, that didn't 11 

come close to happening.  It hasn't gone down 12 

at all.  We think it's gone up. 13 

  The ramping up in the discipline 14 

that the University promised including the 15 

most recent ramping up within the past year, 16 

cannot and has not affected this problem.  17 

There's simply too many off-campus. 18 

  We need your help.  The Zoning 19 

regulations provide you the tools to do this. 20 

 The University has made it very difficult for 21 
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us to use any other tools then putting the 1 

students back on campus and loading the beds 2 

with an enrollment cap system.  That is right 3 

in the heart of what you can do. 4 

  We made mistakes last time around. 5 

We, and the BZA and probably OP.  We thought 6 

we could design an enforcement program for the 7 

University, and the Court of Appeals said "No, 8 

you can't do that."  And they're not coming 9 

forward to volunteer one.  And even if they 10 

did, it would not be sufficient for the number 11 

of students off-campus.  I believe that's why 12 

OP come to the 100 percent undergraduate beds 13 

on-campus, and the Councilmembers and I know 14 

that's why our ANC did.   15 

  We ask you please to help keep our 16 

sustainable, viable communities. 17 

  Thank you. 18 

  ANC COMMISSIONER HAAS:  I'd like 19 

to take you on a very quick virtual tour.  20 

  This is the campus from the air.  21 
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You can see how close Foxhall Village is.  We 1 

treasure the green space that we enjoy with 2 

Glover Archbold Park for joggers, walkers and 3 

in the wintertime sledders.  It's a family 4 

place. 5 

  You can see Foxhall Village here 6 

and Glover Archbold Park, and Foundry Branch, 7 

a tributary to the Potomac River. 8 

  North Kekoe Field we are concerned 9 

may be the site for the future hospital, and 10 

that would draw a lot of traffic to the 11 

western perimeter.  Kehoe Field below is 12 

already scheduled to have 160,000 square foot 13 

building which we feel confident will be used 14 

for sports activities and increase the use of 15 

the campus. 16 

  This doesn't look very good.  It's 17 

two views of Glover Archbold Park.  On the 18 

left you're looking at the University campus 19 

and the right Foxhall Village houses from the 20 

back. 21 
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  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Excuse me.  Let 1 

me interrupt for a second.  Michele, could we 2 

just turn the lights off so we can see those 3 

better? 4 

  ANC COMMISSIONER HAAS:  Okay.  5 

Good. 6 

  This is the west perimeter road-- 7 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  I' sorry. 8 

 Ms. Haas, could you back up?  I want to that 9 

previous slide as well. 10 

  ANC COMMISSIONER HAAS:  Sure.  11 

Could we have just a tiny bit of light here? 12 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Could you 13 

narrate as well again?  I'm sorry.  There's 14 

been a lot of talk about the park and I'm just 15 

not familiar with it. 16 

  ANC COMMISSIONER HAAS:  Okay.  And 17 

we'd like to invite you to come and take a 18 

look.  Be glad to give you a tour. 19 

  On the left you can see the 20 

University campus.  And the slide on the right 21 
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in the Foxhall Village houses with the 1 

backyards and patios.  The noise travels 2 

through the park to the houses. 3 

  This is the west perimeter road, 4 

and you can see how close the campus is by the 5 

black wire fence. 6 

  This is the University's drawing 7 

of the loop road.  The houses are about 300 8 

feet from the west perimeter road. 9 

  This is one of the solutions that 10 

our Council member recommended, making west 11 

road two ways with the turnaround about the 12 

Lombardi Cancer Center. 13 

  This is Kehoe Field which is 14 

scheduled to have the 160,000 square foot 15 

building to be used for sports. 16 

  In 2007 the slope collapsed and 17 

this is the Park Services' description of what 18 

would be done to fix the collapse.  It 19 

includes taking out vegetation and putting in 20 

a retaining wall, building catch basins and 21 
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curbs.  It was a big undertaking.  Three years 1 

later is what happened.  Note the trees that 2 

are down. 3 

  I have to show this because there 4 

are a couple of Georgetown students who helped 5 

with the cleanup on that day.  This is an 6 

annual event. 7 

  Again, this slope collapsed. This 8 

is the retaining wall that the University 9 

built to remediate the situation.  You can see 10 

there are still some downed trees there and 11 

you can also see how steep the slope is. 12 

   This is a view from the retaining 13 

wall.  Buses would be clearly visible and 14 

audible.  This is the initial projection of 15 

how many buses would be using that road daily. 16 

 We heard the University's count of every 22 17 

minutes in the morning. 18 

  This shows again the proximity of 19 

the campus to the park land.  These trees 20 

would become statistics if the loop road 21 
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becomes a reality.  Again, this would convert 1 

green space to hardscape and exacerbate water 2 

issues. 3 

  This is the corner where our 4 

Councilmember proposed the bus turnaround. And 5 

this is another view from the Lombardi Cancer 6 

Center.  We wouldn't be losing trees here, 7 

you've got pavement already. 8 

  This is a view of Foxhall Road 9 

approaching Canal in the rush hour. 10 

  This is the University's schematic 11 

of the scenic easement and the proposed loop 12 

road, which is the yellow area.  The arrows 13 

show where the two areas meet. 14 

  This is unreadable, but it is the 15 

scenic easement by which the University 16 

granted the National Park Service 22 acres of 17 

scenic easement on the University's campus as 18 

its contribution to a federal cost share.  19 

This became the enlarged entrance to Canal 20 

Road. One of the provisions of the easement 21 
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was that the University could build a road, 1 

but it could be only a grated road for service 2 

vehicles. 3 

  I found this shot on the internet. 4 

 It gives you an idea of what some of us think 5 

of when we hear the term "service road."  This 6 

isn't an HOV lane, it's not even a major 7 

transportation lane.  It's designed for very 8 

limited action. 9 

  This is a shot of the University's 10 

city within a city.  From Canal Road it may 11 

not be all that clear, but there's a whole lot 12 

of development going on just very nearby. 13 

  This is 44th Street in Foxhall 14 

Village looking towards an uncertain future.  15 

The realtor who has been showing this house 16 

has been telling perspective buyers about the 17 

potential loop road.  This is a future that we 18 

would like not to experience. 19 

  I have a couple of comments here 20 

that I'd like to make. One is that in 21 
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anticipation of a land transfer in 1990 and 1 

2000, both the University and the National 2 

Park Service had real estate appraisals done 3 

of the land.  And the proposed exchange was to 4 

accommodate Georgetown's building program.  5 

The University desired this parcel it said in 6 

its appraisal adding that buffers and open 7 

space are the best use given the steep slopes. 8 

 The purpose of the scenic easement was to 9 

protect the scenic value of Glover Archbold 10 

Park and the Potomac Palisades. 11 

  Glover Archbold Park has 12 

experienced development pressures before, even 13 

including the infamous Three Sisters Bridge.  14 

That didn't come to fruition, largely as a 15 

result of grassroots in initiatives.  But the 16 

court decision said at that point that this 17 

parkland had an insecure existence and 18 

applauded Anne Archbold for setting aside a 19 

park to preserve it from encroachment.  We 20 

need that same dedication now.   21 
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  We want the University to do the 1 

right thing. This is an ethical issue, not 2 

just a legal one.  We want Georgetown 3 

University to be the kind of citizen that it 4 

is dedicated to producing, decisions like the 5 

one to be made on the issues being considered 6 

today will have profound effects on our 7 

community. 8 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Let me 9 

first of all applaud the ANC Commissioners for 10 

a very well put together presentation.  And 11 

I'm looking at the time frame.  I'm looking at 12 

how you had it coordinated.  Everybody touched 13 

on a different issue.  So, I want to commend 14 

you on that. 15 

  And I' familiar with Commissioner 16 

Starrels and a few others.  But I just want to 17 

commend you all on a well put together 18 

presentation. 19 

  Let me ask a few questions before 20 

I go to my colleagues.  I'll start off. 21 
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  Commissioner Lewis, in 2008 -- 1 

Commissioner Starrels says he's the dean, he 2 

may be able to help me with this.  Who was the 3 

legal counsel for Georgetown at the last 4 

Campus Plan?  Was it Ms. Dwyer? 5 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  I think 6 

it was. 7 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  My 8 

colleague I think at that time, Herbert 9 

Franklin, I was here, sat on that Georgetown 10 

case when it was on the BZA, I believe. 11 

  I went through your presentation. 12 

I just had a few quick questions. 13 

  Obviously in 2000 you all were put 14 

on promiseland, at least that's what I got out 15 

of this presentation.  You were looking at 16 

enforcement, the Quad was going to be built 17 

and that was going to lessen the impact.  And 18 

this is going to be a very straightforward 19 

question:  What would it take now, besides us 20 

voting against it, what kind of work can be 21 
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done now to try to -- and I know it's hard and 1 

you've been on promiseland for ten years and 2 

it didn't materialize, but what would it take 3 

to garner or earn your support? 4 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  A 5 

combination of things.  First, there are now 6 

so many graduate students out there who have 7 

zero housing on campus and who will continue 8 

to live in the community no matter what that 9 

we truly believe that putting the traditional 10 

undergraduates on campus is absolutely 11 

necessary. Justified and necessary. 12 

  Second, there are transportation 13 

elements.  Getting those buses off the 14 

residential streets and using the Canal Road 15 

entrance. DDOT I know is working on that.  And 16 

we actually see that pretty much the same way 17 

as the University.  I think they would like to 18 

do that.  They realize what the buses have 19 

been doing to the community, and they say 20 

okay, enough.  They'll use Canal Road. 21 
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  A shuttle bus to move students 1 

from the M Street bars back on campus through 2 

the Canal Road entrance.  The University has 3 

always resisted doing that.  They have the 4 

shuttle in the wrong place.  DDOT agrees.  It 5 

runs through quiet residential streets making 6 

it, if anything, a little noisier.  They need 7 

to run that on M Street.  Because once the 8 

students are back on campus they won't have as 9 

many places to go to party. Yes, they will 10 

always go back and forth to the bars, and I 11 

think the Commissioner made that point on 12 

Thursday, and it's a good one. But with the 13 

concentration and a good transportation that's 14 

easy to use for the students without going 15 

through the neighborhood and then 16 

concentrating the resources, the MPD 17 

reimbursable patrols, et cetera, on the 18 

corridor where the students will move we can 19 

control that.  And there's no way the students 20 

aren't going to go back and forth to the bars. 21 
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 We know that. But it's a much more controlled 1 

and manageable situation. 2 

  Finally, what we can't order, we 3 

wish we could, we wish you could but we've 4 

learned our lesson from the Court of Appeals. 5 

 We would have a much better discipline system 6 

to go with this of the kind we outlined in our 7 

filing.  The University has shown no interest 8 

whatsoever in proposing it themselves.  They 9 

could do that. They could propose it.  They've 10 

shown no interest in doing that up until now. 11 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  And you're 12 

mentioning what you had on page 19 about some 13 

things; partying on campus and what can happen 14 

on campus and what does not go on in the 15 

community. 16 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Yes, sir. 17 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Let me ask you 18 

this, this SNAP.  I heard one of the students 19 

Thursday mention about the SNAP program and 20 

how they would come out.  And I think she said 21 
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they use her driveway to see if any parties 1 

are going on.  Is that effective? 2 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  No, it's 3 

not effective.  It's not quite a joke, SNAP.  4 

You know, you'd rather have it then not have 5 

it. But it is utterly ineffective. 6 

  We've all seen SNAP drive right 7 

past loud parties.   8 

  And SNAP is a reactive force.  For 9 

a lot of reasons I think that we outlined in 10 

our testimony, people won't call it, and they 11 

won't call MPD.  Partly, you know when the 311 12 

system reached MPD up until a few years ago, I 13 

think people were somewhat more willing to use 14 

it, non-emergency call.  People are very 15 

reluctant to call 911 when a physical threat 16 

isn't involved, because they know it takes 17 

MPD.  They know MPD doesn't like it and it 18 

takes them away from what they're supposed to 19 

be doing. 20 

  So, SNAP does react sometimes and 21 
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sometimes when it gets to the party, they 1 

haven't been spotted and so it's not quiet. 2 

But a lot of the times they'll come and the 3 

party will have spotted them, and it's quieted 4 

down or the pizza guy will have just arrived 5 

and they're eating pizza inside.  6 

  SNAP is not the answer.  It just 7 

doesn't do the job. 8 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  There was a slide 9 

where we heard some music, someone's noise.  10 

I'm not sure what song it was. But was that 11 

recorded inside or outside?  Was the party 12 

happening inside? 13 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  The party 14 

was inside and the recording was inside the 15 

house. 16 

  Jeff, is that correct? 17 

  ANC COMMISSIONER JONES:  Yes.  18 

That was sent to me by a neighbor last month, 19 

and they sent me. It basically using their 20 

iPhone.  It was actually during the day.  It 21 
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was probably a moderate size party.  And he is 1 

being disturbed.  He had to leave the home 2 

with his wife.  He sent me, basically, an 3 

email with that video and audio. And that was 4 

not music you were hearing, that was just 5 

primarily, that was just voices -- 6 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Oh, that wasn't 7 

music?  Anyway we can play that again? 8 

  ANC COMMISSIONER JONES:  But that 9 

was just to sort of give you an idea of an 10 

example, more than anything.  It's not -- 11 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  That was during 12 

the daytime? 13 

  (Whereupon, recording playing). 14 

  ANC COMMISSIONER JONES:  I guess 15 

there is some music there.  Okay.  Sorry. 16 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  It might not have 17 

sound -- 18 

  ANC COMMISSIONER JONES:  I'm 19 

sorry.  I didn't listened to it twice, but I 20 

did hear some music. 21 
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  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  It just 1 

didn't sound like good music.  But you 2 

listened to it. 3 

  ANC COMMISSIONER JONES:  Well, 4 

yes.  It's similar to my taste, but not quite 5 

as loud. 6 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.   7 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  This is a 8 

point that OP made about the small size of the 9 

houses.  Some of these houses are like 16 feet 10 

wide.  And they were built at a time when 11 

party walls didn't have the same kind of 12 

construction they do now. You can hear through 13 

the walls.  And that's why I think OP's 14 

approach to the Georgetown Relief area is 15 

different from its approach to the GW and AU 16 

area.  We just have no buffer. We don't have 17 

the apartment buildings with the vertical 18 

buffers. We don't have houses with side yards 19 

with the horizontal buffer. 20 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Right. I guess I'm 21 
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just trying to figure out in all fairness with 1 

everything being equal where exactly was the 2 

person?  Inside the house, were they next 3 

door? 4 

  ANC COMMISSIONER JONES:  The 5 

person that sent that to me was inside the 6 

lower room of their home and this, I guess, 7 

party was two doors down in a backyard was 8 

where the students were gathering. But our 9 

neighborhood, basically each block is almost 10 

like an auditorium with houses one together 11 

makes like an auditorium enclosed setting.  So 12 

when you pack a large group in the rear area, 13 

it just basically works as an echo chamber.  14 

And that's what the resulting impact was. 15 

  And I can testify that I was 16 

there. I did actually hear this from my 17 

residence as well a further distance away. But 18 

I could actually hear this noise as well.  19 

Just briefly, I was leaving town. But this was 20 

sent to me by a resident, yes. 21 
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  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  And, Mr. Lewis, 1 

you mentioned that people don't like to call 2 

911.  Do you really believe that? 3 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Oh, I do. 4 

It's happened to us.  We get awakened a lot in 5 

the middle of the night. 6 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  And people just 7 

don't want to call?  They don't want to be 8 

bothered or -- 9 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Well, 10 

first of all, if it's somebody's shouting.  I 11 

mean, just this past weekend even when 12 

school's pretty much over, a lot of the kids 13 

haven't gone yet, I heard -- this is very 14 

typical.  There were a group of four or five 15 

students. I was out walking the dog about 16 

11:30, 11:45 at night. And a block, a block 17 

and a half away, there were four to six 18 

students.  And they must have left a house 19 

within earshot somewhere, because one of them 20 

turned and shouted at the top of his voice 21 
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something like "Goodbye, Mary."  And that 1 

could have been heard in any of the houses 2 

nearby. 3 

  And then a few minutes later 4 

they'd moved a little bit farther away.  I 5 

happened to be walking behind him in the same 6 

direction.  And another one of them shouted, 7 

drunkenly with really foul language, at a 8 

passing car. 9 

  Now, nobody's going to call 911 10 

for that. They -- you know, what are they 11 

going to say?  "I got awakened by some 12 

students?"  "Where are they?"  "Well, I don't 13 

know where they are.  They were heading 14 

probably for their house or for campus."  So 15 

you don't call for that. 16 

  Often people don't call for 17 

parties. They feel that it's not an 18 

appropriate function for 911.  They feel that 19 

sometimes -- you know, why is the burden on 20 

them to keep doing this all the time?   21 
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  We've noticed this phenomenon.  1 

People are beaten down. They won't call.  Some 2 

do, but the statistics are nowhere near the 3 

level of actual disruption. 4 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  And, Commissioner 5 

Starrels, you were involved with the Campus 6 

Plan in 2000, is that correct? 7 

  ANC COMMISSIONER STARRELS:  That 8 

is correct, sir. 9 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  You said the 10 

quality of life has gotten to be unacceptable. 11 

 From '90 to 2000 what would you say the 12 

quality of life was? 13 

  ANC COMMISSIONER STARRELS:  The 14 

quality of life was not what it needed to be, 15 

what the residents in Burleith and Georgetown 16 

deserve. But the Campus Plan that was 17 

presented ten years ago had promise to it.  In 18 

other words, 780 beds, that's significant.  19 

Getting the advertised numbers, at least, up 20 

into the mid 80s that was significant. 21 
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  In other words, what was being 1 

presented to us as a Commission ten years ago, 2 

it was not a unanimous vote, it wasn't -- I 3 

mean this vote was against the Campus Plan, 4 

garnered every vote with the exception of our 5 

student from the campus.  But, as I say, the 6 

rewards that we were anticipating from the 7 

last Campus Plan just vanished within a couple 8 

of years. 9 

  And myself, other Commissioners, 10 

my constituents were just scratching their 11 

heads at one point as to why.  And when we saw 12 

the numbers in recent years, it wasn't tough 13 

to figure out.  It was a big disappointment. 14 

  You know, I'll never forget when I 15 

did the motion in support of the Campus Plan, 16 

some of my supporters, as any Commissioner 17 

said "You're not going to get reelected.  And 18 

you stuck your neck out for what?"  And I 19 

said, "Well, you know, it was the promise of 20 

it all."  And, you know disappointment was 21 
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basically GU simply didn't live up to its 1 

advertised word from ten years ago. 2 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  And, Mr. Jones, 3 

let's talk about the SWEEP inspectors.   4 

  First, a side note.  Are you aware 5 

that the Director, Doctor Howland, has 6 

recommended to get rid of 32 SWEEP inspectors? 7 

  ANC COMMISSIONER JONES:  Yes, I 8 

am. 9 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Were you in 10 

support of that? 11 

  ANC COMMISSIONER JONES:  Yes, I -- 12 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Not? 13 

  ANC COMMISSIONER JONES:  We 14 

supported a strong SWEEP program and the need 15 

for enforcement for education. 16 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Good. 17 

  ANC COMMISSIONER JONES:  A good 18 

strong SWEEP program.  And I had to travel out 19 

of town that day.  I would have gone in person 20 

to testify, but a few days before the 21 
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Transportation and Public Works Committee 1 

Hearing I sent in written testimony along with 2 

the Citizens Association of Georgetown.  3 

Because we need the help. 4 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  And I agree 5 

wholeheartedly. I actually testified.  So, I 6 

agreed wholeheartedly.  And I understand it. 7 

  But let me get to, obviously from 8 

looking at this the SWEEP inspector, as you 9 

said, has been working very diligently with 10 

you? 11 

  ANC COMMISSIONER JONES:  Yes.  12 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  You mentioned they 13 

write a number of tickets.  How many tickets 14 

do they write within maybe a day or so? 15 

  ANC COMMISSIONER JONES:  Usually I 16 

do many walk-alongs, probably I average one or 17 

two a month right now, I do walk-alongs.  And 18 

it usually takes an hour to two hour to hit -- 19 

now we're focusing just on the severe 20 

violations in our community.  We're not going 21 
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after every gum wrapper, whatever.  We're 1 

going for severe violations. It takes usually 2 

by the time you take the photo, document it, 3 

process, all that part it takes about an hour 4 

to two hours and about 20 to 30 violations. 5 

And that's what I put in my testimony. 6 

  Now, I actually tested that 7 

myself. I wanted to see, you know since I put 8 

this in, I did a little test.  And I just, you 9 

know West Georgetown and in the neighborhood 10 

I'm fully engaged on a daily basis, but I just 11 

did a little walk-around. And it took me about 12 

15 minutes to actually see 20 violations it 13 

how long it took to see them. But to actually 14 

take the photographs and for the SWEEP 15 

inspector to fill all that, it takes about an 16 

hour to two hours to hit 20 to 30. 17 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  And, Thank 18 

you. 19 

  And, Commissioner Lewis, again 20 

let's go to talk about promiseland.  The 21 
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community the way you see it if Georgetown 1 

came back and said "Okay, we made a mistake in 2 

2000. We didn't do exactly what we advertised 3 

that we were going to do."  And there were 4 

some assurances or we figure out a way up here 5 

to make sure that happened -- because one 6 

thing I do not like is to sit here and come up 7 

with conditions and ten years later you hear 8 

that it hasn't been dealt with.  Because to me 9 

it's a waste of time. And you like to see 10 

stuff enforced, so you put them in there to 11 

lessen the adverse impacts on the community. 12 

  If that happened this time, you 13 

know some of those same proposals maybe with 14 

more meat in it, would the way you see it with 15 

the ANC or your community be more acceptable 16 

to it at that point? 17 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  We'd be 18 

reluctant because we think the sheer number of 19 

students and the nocturnal lifestyle of many 20 

or most of the students can't be controlled by 21 
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the University.  And also, we don't think the 1 

University has ever fully wanted to.   And we 2 

would be reluctant to trust that they would 3 

this time. 4 

  You know that old expression "Fool 5 

me once, shame on you. Fool me twice, shame on 6 

me." 7 

  We got fooled, and I'm not saying 8 

it was intentional, but it happened.  The 9 

predictions that the University's consultants 10 

made just weren't anywhere close to what 11 

happened. 12 

  So the way to do it is the 13 

structural. I don't think we can depend just 14 

on the enforcement kind of things.  Because we 15 

will be left with hundreds of graduate 16 

students in our community. And we've always 17 

said to the University is, you know "We'll 18 

talk to about time table.  We understand that 19 

this can't be done overnight."  And I think OP 20 

was very realistic about not insisting that 21 
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any of this happen over night.  You know, 1 

we'll work the University on exceptions, the 2 

kind OP mentioned for example that many of the 3 

universities have married students, et cetera. 4 

 We don't want to be unrealistic about this.  5 

But it hasn't worked and the only way we can 6 

be sure that it does have a good chance of 7 

working is to put the undergrads back on 8 

campus. 9 

  By this way, this gears into a 10 

point that one of the Commissioners made last 11 

week about the students walking back and forth 12 

between the bars, et cetera.  And the question 13 

was:  How do you know it's the students?  14 

There's a very simple test.  What happens when 15 

the University is on break, like the four week 16 

winter break?  The streets quiet down. It just 17 

doesn't happen.  These are not people from the 18 

bars, which go all the way back to 28th 19 

Street. These are the University students. 20 

  That happens in parking. It's the 21 
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test we always apply, and it's very obvious. 1 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  I actually have 2 

one question for Ms. Haas.  But what I'm going 3 

to do, I'm going to yield to one of my 4 

colleagues.  Maybe they'll ask the question of 5 

Ms. Haas, hopefully.  Maybe you will, because 6 

it was about the park.  Anyway, all right, 7 

Commissioner May? 8 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Well, actually 9 

my question was having to do with the numbers 10 

on the students per acre, which I think is a 11 

very interesting statistic.  And I guess I'm 12 

curious, where did you get these numbers 13 

again? 14 

  ANC COMMISSIONER JONES:  Numerous 15 

cross referenced sources staring with basic 16 

research.  We took a look at various website 17 

resources that had college information from 18 

just basic information.  Then we went into 19 

further detail looking into the university 20 

themselves, and also contacting universities 21 
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directly. 1 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  So you actually 2 

researched the 50 top U.S. News listed 3 

universities? 4 

  ANC COMMISSIONER JONES:  Yes, I 5 

was one of the -- 6 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  You 7 

individually?  I mean, you looked at each one 8 

sort of individual? 9 

  ANC COMMISSIONER JONES:  Yes, each 10 

one individually, correct. 11 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  And are you 12 

sure you were getting sort of an apples-to-13 

apples comparison in terms -- 14 

  ANC COMMISSIONER JONES:  It's how 15 

do you do apples-to-applies on anything with 16 

any university? 17 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Right. 18 

  ANC COMMISSIONER JONES:  But you 19 

just try to do the best you can with what 20 

information you have. 21 
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  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Yes. 1 

  ANC COMMISSIONER JONES:  But one 2 

thing, it does stand very clearly is the 104 3 

acres, it's just very hard to find any 4 

university that's in any type of residential 5 

historic district, it just doesn't exist with 6 

that many students.  I can't find one in the 7 

top 50 college and universities anywhere. 8 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Yes. 9 

  ANC COMMISSIONER JONES:  The 10 

closest maybe I can look at would be possibly 11 

Brown with 140 some acres.  They have around 12 

8,000 some students.  And there's some others. 13 

 Carnegie Mellon, I'd have to look here, but 14 

they have a lower endowment than Georgetown 15 

University, but their density is still lower 16 

as far as students per acre. 17 

  For the record, we have each -- 18 

all the data right here, each one individually 19 

you can look at. 20 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Well, it might 21 
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be worth it to see some more anecdotal 1 

information.  I'm not looking for reams of 2 

paper. 3 

  ANC COMMISSIONER JONES:  Sure. 4 

Sure. 5 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  But something 6 

that just sort of compares a few specific 7 

universities that might be enlightening. 8 

  ANC COMMISSIONER JONES:  Sure. 9 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  The 8,000 10 

students-- 11 

  ANC COMMISSIONER JONES:  And I 12 

also wanted to mention that it's in the 13 

attachment of the ANC presentation. 14 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Oh, okay. 15 

  ANC COMMISSIONER JONES:  Sorry. I 16 

forgot that that was in there. 17 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay.  Good.  18 

I'll look at that to start with. 19 

  The 8,000 students at Brown, is 20 

that total population or is that 21 
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undergraduates? 1 

  ANC COMMISSIONER JONES:  No.  We 2 

looked at total number of students attending 3 

classes on main campus.  Now what happened was 4 

sometimes a lot of these universities will 5 

have satellite campuses and we'd contact the 6 

university and find out that these 7 

universities didn't really count.  Like, they 8 

might attend one class on the main campus and 9 

one class on the satellite; we still counted 10 

that in the total number.  And so the density 11 

numbers you see are very conservative for the 12 

other universities.  It's worst case scenario 13 

for the other universities on their density. 14 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay.  Based on 15 

the information that you could find? 16 

  ANC COMMISSIONER JONES:  Yes. 17 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay.  I mean, 18 

these are very striking statistics.  I'll have 19 

to look at that more carefully. 20 

  I guess I do want to ask Ms. Haas 21 
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about the loop road.  And I guess I'll test 1 

your memory of how this service road came 2 

about in the first place and the scenic 3 

easement and so on.  And was there a 4 

significant -- I assume there was significant 5 

public interaction in the process by which the 6 

easement was first agreed to.  And, you know 7 

the intentions for the service road were 8 

publicly known at that time, or was it 9 

something that just -- 10 

  ANC COMMISSIONER HAAS:  I can't 11 

say that, no. 12 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay.   13 

  ANC COMMISSIONER HAAS:  Well, I 14 

know that it was controversial, and actually 15 

just a few days ago I stumbled upon the 16 

Washington Daily paper's account of that along 17 

with the co-generator plant debacle.  So, yes. 18 

  But I know the community as a 19 

whole feels very protective of the park land 20 

and wants to see it retained as it is, and 21 
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wants to support the Park Service however we 1 

can in its stewardship mission. 2 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Yes. 3 

  ANC COMMISSIONER HAAS:  So giving 4 

away something is painful.  And now we find 5 

that we've given away, even if it was a sliver 6 

of land, it made possible this great 7 

intersection.  And that was also a taxpayer's 8 

issue of $7 million.  And now what have we 9 

gotten for it?  We've gotten the scenic 10 

easement, and the Park Service is telling 11 

essentially the scenic easement only applies 12 

to the land exactly in the scenic easement.  13 

It doesn't mean the scene that you see from 14 

the park.   15 

  It would be entertaining if it 16 

weren't so serious. 17 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Yes.  Well, I 18 

understand the information that's been 19 

presented with regard to the easement.  I mean 20 

the easement does have boundaries on it and 21 
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the boundaries fall short of, I guess, 1 

preventing a road from being squeezed in with 2 

the Georgetown property.  I am very interested 3 

in seeing more of the technical information to 4 

understand how it's possible for the 5 

University to meet all of the conditions that 6 

the Park Service made clear in their letter.  7 

But I am trying to understand more about what 8 

the community was told and what the community 9 

understood about the result of that exchange 10 

and the scenic easement, and whether in fact 11 

it was widely understood that this road was 12 

going to be a service road with minimal 13 

vehicular use and it was understood to be that 14 

in perpetuity.  And that's one of the things 15 

that the neighborhood or the park users were 16 

going to get as a benefit from this exchange. 17 

 Was that widely understood? 18 

  ANC COMMISSIONER HAAS:  Yes, I 19 

would say so.  We see --well, and I read the 20 

environment assessment for the slope 21 
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stabilization project in the 2000 report, they 1 

talk about preserving the wooded area and 2 

preserving the park experience; all of those 3 

things are consistent with the neighborhood's 4 

appreciation of the park. 5 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Yes. 6 

  ANC COMMISSIONER HAAS:  So, we 7 

value that and we would like to see not only 8 

the list of interpretation of what the 9 

easement says, but an ethical application of 10 

what we felt was a good faith commitment on 11 

the part of the Park Service. 12 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:   Yes.  Well, I 13 

mean I think the Park Service did express 14 

their disappointment that the University would 15 

venture down this path, if you will.  But I 16 

mean there are legal limits to what they can 17 

say.  I mean, they can't come out and say that 18 

it would violate the easement if, in fact it 19 

would not violate the easement. But I am 20 

trying to understand better the intent and 21 
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what the public understood the intent to be 1 

with the easement. 2 

  ANC COMMISSIONER HAAS:  We see it 3 

as limited.  In fact, this environmental 4 

assessment from 2007 said that there was a 5 

service road built in 1977. 6 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Yes.  And so-- 7 

  ANC COMMISSIONER HAAS:  And so 8 

that would imply that there was no intention 9 

to have major transportation vehicles taking 10 

advantage of a service road. And so now for 11 

the University to contend that the GUTS bus 12 

meets the definition of a service vehicle is 13 

more than a bit of a stretch. 14 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Right. And I 15 

think the park service didn't accept that 16 

notion.  That's not because the roadway would 17 

not be within the scenic easement. 18 

  ANC COMMISSIONER HAAS:  But then 19 

we go back to the purpose of the land swap in 20 

1990 and 2000.  And they clearly talk about 21 
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the view shed, the view scape of preserving 1 

it. And given that the road is above the 2 

easement, how is somebody in the park not 3 

going to see the road?  And further with 4 

regard to -- what are they calling it?  The 5 

shield -- planting saplings.  In my lifetime 6 

they're not going to be shading, protecting 7 

the park. 8 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Yes.  Okay.  9 

Right.  Thank you. 10 

  ANC COMMISSIONER HAAS:  And 11 

incidentally, I would be really grateful to 12 

see that letter. 13 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  It's in the 14 

record, right?  I mean, Michele can help you 15 

get a copy. 16 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Any other 17 

questions?  Commissioner Selfridge? 18 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Thank 19 

you, Mr. Chairman. 20 

  Mr. Lewis, you touched on this a 21 
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little bit.  Do you think the University has 1 

capacity to control to control what occurs in 2 

the community, or do you think that is just 3 

beyond what they could actually impact, 4 

ultimately? 5 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  I think 6 

there are so many students out there now in 7 

the fragile community, and this is where OP 8 

was going with its report, that the impacts 9 

are so great the University cannot control 10 

them.  Because keep in mind, it's not just the 11 

loud disruptive or drunken behavior.  It's a 12 

whole lot of things, some of them structural 13 

like the deterioration an lack of care for the 14 

houses, and the traffic and parking impacts 15 

and just things driven by the sheer numbers. 16 

  So, no.  I think once you get to a 17 

certain number, which we are long passed, the 18 

University even if its discipline system were 19 

much stricter then it is now, couldn't control 20 

it to the point where it would be a liveable 21 
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environment.  Because it would still be 1 

reactive and the burden would still be on the 2 

community every time to take the initiative to 3 

do something about it after they've been 4 

disturbed.  And there would be hundreds and 5 

hundreds of these disturbances because the 6 

numbers are just so big. 7 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  I tend to 8 

agree with what you said about when they 9 

changed 311 to 911; you don't want to call 10 

unless there's an emergency. 11 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  You 12 

really don't. 13 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  I think 14 

there's a flaw when they did that. 15 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  I do, 16 

too.  And you know who else does?  Is the 17 

Police Department. 18 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Yes. 19 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  They 20 

don't control that Unified Communications 21 
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Command.  And every officer and commander I've 1 

talked to has said exactly the same thing.  2 

But the decision was made and there it is. 3 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Right.  4 

Okay.  Thank you. 5 

  I'm bouncing around a little bit 6 

here just to see what hasn't been touched on. 7 

  Mr. Starrels, you said there was 8 

broad support in 2000 for the plan, and this 9 

was based on the idea that the proposal would 10 

actually mitigate some of the impacts.  And 11 

you feel like there's no sort of support at 12 

this point.  Would you go back to what was 13 

promised i the 2000 plan or do you think that 14 

it's just too far passed that as well? 15 

  ANC COMMISSIONER STARRELS:  It's 16 

way over -- well beyond what would be 17 

acceptable.  And as I say, you know it wasn't 18 

unanimous ten years ago, not anywhere close. 19 

But I got to tell you, some of the more ardent 20 

supporters of the GU Plan ten years ago were 21 
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just dead set against this one.  They really, 1 

for lack of a more original terms, just had 2 

enough. 3 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Yes. 4 

  ANC COMMISSIONER STARRELS:  And 5 

it's universal.  I mean, people are just 6 

beyond themselves right now.  The quality of 7 

life is just not good. 8 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  I'm 9 

asking you because you have some institutional 10 

knowledge here.  Maybe this was the wrong 11 

plan.  I'm looking in the report, you probably 12 

don't have it, from the Citizens Association 13 

of Georgetown report, but it has some 14 

interesting information. 15 

  IT talks about 2000/2010 Campus 16 

Plan.  When the BZA Order was remanded, they 17 

granted the increase of 389 students, whereas 18 

they hadn't in the original Order. Do you know 19 

what their thinking was?  Do you recall the 20 

back and forth of what happened with all that? 21 
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  ANC COMMISSIONER STARRELS:  Not 1 

exactly, no. 2 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Okay.  3 

There's just so much history there it's hard 4 

to kind of distill it all. 5 

  ANC COMMISSIONER STARRELS:  Yes. 6 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Maybe the 7 

Citizens Association of Georgetown might have 8 

a little more information. 9 

  And then, Mr. Jones, I would agree 10 

with Commissioner May that this GU campus 11 

density study and charts are enlightening, 12 

helpful.  Is there any sense of what the 13 

tipping point on the density for these 14 

universities?  When is too much too much? 15 

  ANC COMMISSIONER JONES:  That's a 16 

great question, and I'm not an urban planning 17 

expert and I don't want to pretend to be one. 18 

 But typically just looking down through the 19 

numbers, the average is 43 students per acre 20 

in the top 50 colleges and universities.  And 21 

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
  

Georgetown University is at 135.  It tends to 1 

show, I guess, a couple of things. 2 

  Possibly that you see more 3 

satellite campus, they start going at a higher 4 

density rate is the biggest thing I noticed on 5 

some of these.  Because I did look at 6 

satellite campuses as well.  But I don't -- it 7 

just probably depends on the specific 8 

neighborhood and what the surroundings are on 9 

each campus or university.  10 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Yes. 11 

  ANC COMMISSIONER JONES:  So it's 12 

very hard have any good sense of what the 13 

actual number would be ideal. 14 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Okay. 15 

Thank you. 16 

  Mr. Lewis,  I want to you.  OP has 17 

a report regarding counting method, which I 18 

think there was a lot of discussion on 19 

previously.  Do you support the OP method 20 

which, I believe and Mr. Lawson, please jump 21 
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in if I've missed something here, that the 1 

traditional undergraduate student cap take all 2 

traditional undergraduate students regardless 3 

of whether traditional or non-traditional.  Do 4 

you think that captures everything? 5 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Yes.  I 6 

do think -- and that's a good question and 7 

there are a couple of questions buried in it, 8 

I think. 9 

  I think there definitely needs to 10 

be an overall cap, which the University hasn't 11 

had until now.  So that if somebody is not a 12 

traditional undergraduate, they're capped in 13 

the overall cap anyway, which is graduate 14 

students plus anyone else.  We really need 15 

that because we saw it happen over the past 16 

decade when we didn't have it. 17 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Yes. 18 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  And as to 19 

how to count them, we agree completely that 20 

the old method was a bad way of counting them 21 
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which was to average spring and fall. And as 1 

OP said, that masks the real impacts. Because 2 

what happened was that the traditional 3 

undergraduates there were way more in the fall 4 

then the spring.  That higher number set the 5 

number of group houses.  In the spring when 6 

some students went abroad, they were still 7 

group houses.  They might have five students 8 

instead of six in it -- 9 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  And 10 

everybody got rid of that?  Averaging is off 11 

the table now? 12 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Yes. 13 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  From the 14 

University as well, right? 15 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Yes. 16 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  So that's 17 

gone?   18 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  We're 19 

very happy to see that.   20 

  So that leaves the question of 21 
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should it be what the University calls the I-1 

P-E-D-S system.  I guess you'd call the IPEDS 2 

system, which is not in use generally in D.C. 3 

for zoning purposes, or a full-time equivalent 4 

FTE system. 5 

  In our report we came down for a 6 

full-time equivalent system.  But I have to 7 

say that given the OP approach which agrees 8 

with a 100 percent of the undergraduates on 9 

campus, I think the IPEDS system would work 10 

for that.  The only place you have to be 11 

careful is in categories of students that may 12 

commute versus categories of students that 13 

live here. One method may be better then 14 

another.  And that's why we've suggested in 15 

one of our attachments that a category the 16 

University wants to count as graduate students 17 

be examined more fully.  And that's the second 18 

degree nursing student.  They already have an 19 

undergraduate degree, but they're going for an 20 

undergraduate degree in nursing. 21 
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  If they commute the way many 1 

graduate students do, then it's probably okay 2 

to include them with graduate students. And 3 

that's what OP has done. 4 

  If they live in the community the 5 

way most of the med students do, then you may 6 

want to put them in a separate category of 7 

their own.  8 

  And we hope that you will ask for 9 

more information about two things for the 10 

second degree nursing students: 11 

  (1)  Where do they live, and; 12 

  (2)  How old are they? 13 

  And then we can all address that 14 

particular issue. 15 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Is there 16 

any concerns about growth of faculty?  I don't 17 

recall hearing anything about that. 18 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Faculty 19 

growth has never been capped.  We are not 20 

proposing that now.  I think that the 21 
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University has made judgments there on its own 1 

and we have so many other problems to deal 2 

with, we are not asking anybody to get 3 

involved in that for this decade. 4 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Save that 5 

for 2020? 6 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  We'll 7 

see. 8 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Thank 9 

you. 10 

  I saw a number somewhere about 11 

unoccupied campus beds.  I don't know remember 12 

who -- 13 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Yes, I 14 

know where that is. 15 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  I think I 16 

recall hearing that.  And there's just been so 17 

much here, you'll have to forgive me if I'm 18 

incorrect.  But I think I recall hearing that 19 

there were no unoccupied campus beds.  They 20 

were full every year. 21 
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  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  This is 1 

average unoccupancy.  I think what President 2 

DeGioia testified to was that they start off 3 

full and there's attrition. 4 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Yes. 5 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Maybe 6 

that's right.  But I don't know any 7 

institution that actually fills a 100 percent 8 

of its available capacity. 9 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Yes. 10 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Over the 11 

course of a year the average empty rate is 12 

about 4 percent.  We have some numbers on that 13 

from one of their financial plans in an 14 

attachment.  The University has put in some 15 

numbers that, as always, are somewhat 16 

different.  But they come down to about 4 17 

percent, too. 18 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Okay.  19 

Four percent.  Okay.   20 

  Ms. Haas, the University alluded 21 
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to a couple of alternative plans for the loop 1 

bus there weren't feasible or viable.  Do you 2 

have any comments on those? 3 

  I think one was west road, which 4 

you spoke about, with the turnaround. The 5 

other one was coming down one of the eastern 6 

roads, I don't remember the name of the road, 7 

but -- 8 

  ANC COMMISSIONER HAAS:  Actually, 9 

our Advisory Neighborhood Commission has a 10 

member who is a landscape architect, and he 11 

did some research and came up with a couple of 12 

proposals.  Even figuring out the turning 13 

radius of the buses and the available space. 14 

  So, yes, I would trust his 15 

professional opinion on those options. 16 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Have you 17 

submitted those for the records?  We've asked 18 

the University to submit some information. I 19 

don't believe we've gotten it yet. So I'm 20 

certainly curious to see what some of these 21 
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other alternatives were and have some people 1 

weigh in on what's viable and what's not. 2 

  ANC COMMISSIONER HAAS:  Oh, 3 

excellent. 4 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  That's be 5 

great. 6 

  ANC COMMISSIONER HAAS:  Excellent. 7 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  And I 8 

think that's it for now.  Mr. Chairman, Mr. 9 

Chairman. 10 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  I just 11 

wanted to follow-up on a question right quick 12 

on what Commissioner Selfridge just mentioned. 13 

   Commissioner Lewis, you asked us 14 

to ask the question.  You say where do they 15 

live and how old are they.  What class of 16 

students was that again? 17 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  That was 18 

the second degree nursing students. 19 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Are there 20 

any other questions, Commissioners?  Okay.   21 
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  Ms. Dwyer, Mr. Avery, do you have 1 

any cross-examination?  I kind of figured you 2 

might. 3 

  About how many questions do you 4 

think, or it may go on maybe 10, 15, 20? 5 

  MS. DWYER:  I probably have closer 6 

to 40 questions. 7 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Forty?  Okay.  We 8 

need to a break.  I was just seeing how far. 9 

  Let me just tell you what the game 10 

was Ms. Schellin and I were just discussing.  11 

We were trying to get through cross-12 

examination of the ANC. We wanted to get to 13 

Mr. Hinds, at least because I know you have 14 

some experts here tonight.  That was the goal. 15 

 But let's see how those 40 questions go.  16 

Okay.   17 

  And, Mr. Hinds, you work out just 18 

in case they have to come back on the 2nd.  19 

You work that work. 20 

  Okay.  Forty questions, well we'll 21 
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see.  But let's take a break and let's see how 1 

that goes. 2 

  (Whereupon, at 9:12 p.m. off the 3 

record until 9:17 p.m.) 4 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Ms. Dwyer? 5 

  MS. DWYER:  Thank you.  I'm going 6 

to start with a number of questions for Ron 7 

because until this evening all we had to go by 8 

was the ANC resolution and so a lot of my 9 

questions track the formal resolution. 10 

  But I wanted to start by asking, 11 

Mr. Lewis, you're not suggesting tonight in 12 

your that the University is not in compliance 13 

with 2000 Campus Plan conditions, are you? 14 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  I'm not. 15 

 The University had a lot of uncapped 16 

categories.  It took full advantage of them.  17 

I'm not making a judgment about them. 18 

  I think there was year when the 19 

numbers showed that it may have been over the 20 

cap, but suddenly those numbers were withdrawn 21 
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and replaced.  But I'm not saying anything 1 

about the University's compliance or 2 

noncompliance. 3 

  MS. DWYER:  Thank you. 4 

  In your resolution and in your 5 

testimony you state that the University has 6 

had severe adverse impacts on the community 7 

over the last ten years, is that correct? 8 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  That is 9 

correct. 10 

  MS. DWYER:  Yet over that same ten 11 

year period the University has received 12 

approval from the Zoning Commission for four 13 

further processing applications, which the ANC 14 

supported and you did not raise any issues or 15 

concerns about off-campus impact or student 16 

conduct, or any objectionable impacts? 17 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Those 18 

were all buildings.  Those were second stage 19 

review, as I recall, for buildings that it 20 

already approved. It was unrealistic to try to 21 
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reopen the Campus Plan at that point. 1 

  MS. DWYER:  Yes in at least one of 2 

those buildings, the Performing Arts Center, 3 

didn't CAG raise issues concerning off-campus 4 

impacts and failure to comply with Campus Plan 5 

conditions? 6 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  CAG tried 7 

to raise that then.  The ANC has always tried 8 

to cooperate with the University.  And on 9 

second stage review we cooperate as well.  We 10 

felt it was not either particularly 11 

appropriate or had no chance of being 12 

productive to go down that path midstream in a 13 

ten year period. 14 

  MS. DWYER:  So there's no 15 

opportunity for the Commission to know over 16 

the course of that ten years as its reviewing 17 

further processing applications whether you 18 

have any issues? 19 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Well, I 20 

believe that in the 2000 plan I think it was 21 
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the community wanted conditions put in where 1 

that sort of thing would have to be reviewed 2 

every time a second stage review came along. 3 

And that condition was not put in the plan. 4 

  MS. DWYER:  Was it not put in the 5 

plan or was it taken out after a D.C. Court of 6 

Appeals reviews? 7 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  I don't 8 

recall.  But in the time I've been a 9 

Commissioner it has not been in the plan. 10 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Ms. Dwyer, let's 11 

move over that question because typically when 12 

those issues do come up in a further process, 13 

I'm not saying you per se, but usually it's 14 

objected to because it's always mentioned to 15 

at least this Commission that the Campus Plan 16 

has already been approved when we're doing 17 

further process.  So let's move on. 18 

  MS. DWYER:  At the bottom of page 19 

2 of the ANC's resolution you state that both 20 

the BZA and the Office of Planning determined 21 
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ten years ago that there were too many 1 

students living in and disrupting the 2 

neighborhood.  But isn't it true that the BZA 3 

did not agree with the Office of Planning and 4 

the community on this issue? 5 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  The BZA 6 

didn't impose the full remedy that the Office 7 

of Planning asked for. But the BZA did find 8 

objectionable impact. 9 

  MS. DWYER:  Do you have a copy of 10 

the BZA Order in front of you that you 11 

reference? 12 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  I don't. 13 

  MS. DWYER:  All right.  Well, we 14 

will file that for the record rather than try 15 

and question the witness on it. 16 

  At the top of page 3 of the ANC 17 

resolution you stated "The University has 18 

exceeded its projections under the prior 19 

plan."  But didn't that plan use an entirely 20 

different methodology, the financial FTE 21 
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numbers? 1 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Well, 2 

that's what you have pointed out.  "You," the 3 

University has pointed to.  I think that that 4 

is not what we expected, and I think that's 5 

exactly what the Provost was referring to when 6 

he said that was confusing back then. 7 

  MS. DWYER:  But that was state in 8 

Appendix H, I believe, to the 2000 Campus 9 

Plan.  It was explained that one number 10 

financial FTEs and the other was the 11 

undergraduate number? 12 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  It wasn't 13 

explained in any sense of that word. 14 

  MS. DWYER:  All right.  But going 15 

forward we're all in agreement that we're 16 

getting rid of the confusing methodologies of 17 

the past? 18 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  I 19 

certainly hope so. 20 

  MS. DWYER:  Okay.  You also state 21 
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that the number of undergraduate students 1 

living off-campus is higher than it was in 2 

2000.  And I wanted to refer, I think you 3 

actually have some of that data in your filing 4 

today, one of your charts at Tab 5, and also 5 

the University's filing.   6 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Yes.   7 

  MS. DWYER:  And can you state what 8 

the number of undergraduate students was in 9 

2000, spring of 2000? 10 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  In spring 11 

of 2000 the number we have is 1,342. 12 

  MS. DWYER:  And what's the number 13 

in spring of 2010? 14 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  In spring 15 

of 2010 I think it's around 1,107.  Is that 16 

the number you have? 17 

  MS. DWYER:  So the number has 18 

slightly gone down over the last ten years? 19 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  No, it 20 

hasn't because we use a comparison, as we 21 
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explain in our footnotes here.  If you take a 1 

look at -- stay in Attachment 5 and take a 2 

look at the fifth page, which it says "Data 3 

Analysis Housing."   That's from the 4 

University.  And it uses essentially the same 5 

comparison that we're using.  It uses spring 6 

of 2000 and fall 2009.  We're using exactly 7 

the same thing you did.   8 

  And the reason we're doing that 9 

is, first, we have never been provided with 10 

fall 2000 figures.  The University has even 11 

told us, I believe and we have that in one of 12 

our attachments, that they don't have those 13 

figures.  So we did the best we could. 14 

  Second, the fall number is a much 15 

more accurate reflection of impact since there 16 

are an increasingly wide gap between the 17 

number of spring traditional undergraduates 18 

and the number of fall traditional 19 

undergraduates. 20 

  And third, what moderates that 21 
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swing is that the pattern which we just 1 

discovered when the University answered our 2 

question in November of last year, the non-3 

traditional undergraduates have the opposite 4 

pattern.  They are more non-traditionals in 5 

the spring then in the fall, by quite a few. 6 

So we think that balances it out pretty well. 7 

  MS. DWYER:  Right.  But if you're 8 

comparing data from 2010 to 2000, and I think 9 

it also goes back to 1996, and you want to 10 

compare apples-to-apples wouldn't you compare 11 

spring numbers with spring numbers as opposed 12 

to suddenly injecting a fall number which you 13 

have said is always larger? 14 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  I've said 15 

for traditional undergraduates it's always 16 

larger.  For non-traditional undergraduates 17 

it's always smaller.  And I've said that you 18 

didn't provide us with the fall 2000 numbers. 19 

And if the University doesn't have data 20 

points, I think that we're entitled to use the 21 
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same spring to fall comparison that the 1 

University did. 2 

  MS. DWYER:  All right.  You state 3 

that the University's conduct enforcement 4 

measures do not work.  But have you reviewed 5 

the data showing the effectiveness of the SNAP 6 

program as well as the decline in the MDP 911 7 

calls? 8 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  The data 9 

on the SNAP program show what I called in my 10 

testimony presented today, the tip of the 11 

iceberg or maybe more accurately the tip of 12 

the top of the iceberg. 13 

  When I say the program failed it's 14 

because of the very large volume of incidents 15 

that go unreported by SNAP.  For example, the 16 

SNAP car that comes by and doesn't happen to 17 

hear the party that bothered people ten 18 

minutes ago; that's what they would call an 19 

unverified complaint. 20 

  So, no, I don't think the SNAP 21 

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
  

data which the University controls are worth 1 

very much at all. 2 

  MS. DWYER:  Yes this is a program 3 

that you want the University to continue this 4 

program if I understand your resolution? 5 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  What I've 6 

said is we're better off with it then without. 7 

It doesn't do nearly as much as is needed, and 8 

probably never can. 9 

  MS. DWYER:  You also state in your 10 

resolution that a large number of students 11 

drive and clog the streets of Georgetown.  But 12 

aren't the majority of undergraduates living 13 

on-campus? 14 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Well, 15 

that's -- 16 

  MS. DWYER:  The ungraduates?  Do 17 

the majority of undergraduate students -- 18 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Yes, the 19 

one statement is not inconsistent with the 20 

other.  There is still a large number living 21 
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off campus.  Take a look at the chart in 1 

Attachment 5.  This is well over a thousand 2 

undergraduates living off campus. 3 

  MS. DWYER:  Right. Do they live 4 

within walking distance of the University? 5 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Some do, 6 

yes. Yes.  Does that mean they don't drive 7 

their cars and park them on the streets?  No. 8 

  MS. DWYER:  Are you suggesting 9 

that a student who lives four blocks away 10 

would drive is car within one block of the 11 

University gates? 12 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Yes, it 13 

can be done.  They don't, they do.  But I'm 14 

also suggesting that there are a large number 15 

of undergraduates, including the non-16 

traditionals and a huge number of graduate 17 

students who do come by car.  And the reason 18 

we know this that, again, when school is out 19 

of session the congestion is less is the 20 

parking is available. 21 
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  MS. DWYER:  And you've done an 1 

analysis to show this data?  I mean, how do 2 

you know this other than -- 3 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  We know 4 

this by years of observation. We live there, I 5 

mean that's one of the advantage the ANC has. 6 

 We see this everyday and we hear from people 7 

everyday. And we know that over the Christmas 8 

break, which is a good measuring tool because 9 

it's fairly long, it's three or four weeks, 10 

and nothing else is out of session.  In fact, 11 

that's a very busy time in Georgetown.  The 12 

stores do a huge percentage of their annual 13 

business in that period.  So we know that's it 14 

not dead; people aren't gone.  But the 15 

students are. 16 

  MS. DWYER:  But wouldn't that also 17 

be a time that many Georgetown residents would 18 

be away, so that accounts for some of it? 19 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  No. No, 20 

not for a month.  No, I'm talking -- your 21 
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students leave well before Christmas, like a 1 

couple of weeks before Christmas.  Nobody's 2 

away then. 3 

  MS. DWYER:  But you're saying none 4 

of the residents who live in Georgetown might 5 

take a week off or you add up the week that a 6 

couple of residents do and a week of another, 7 

that that could lead to the same impact? 8 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  I think 9 

you're -- no, it wouldn't.  You're grasping at 10 

straws.  People may take some time off between 11 

Christmas and New Year's typically, but not 12 

for the whole four weeks when the students are 13 

gone. 14 

  MS. DWYER:  Doesn't East 15 

Georgetown have the same traffic and parking 16 

issues as West Georgetown? 17 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  It 18 

depends where.  It's block-by-block.  Some 19 

streets are so congested that there isn't 20 

parking anywhere. But the streets nearest the 21 
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University, which is the ones we're talking 1 

about, are much easier to park on when the 2 

students are out then when they're in session. 3 

  MS. DWYER:  But the East 4 

Georgetown area of Georgetown is a greater 5 

distance away from the University, correct? 6 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Yes, but 7 

they're impacted differently.  They're 8 

impacted by the commercial district the closer 9 

they are to M Street. The farther away they 10 

are from M Street, if you go up to P and 27th 11 

or P and 28th, there's parking there. 12 

  MS. DWYER:  And you're saying that 13 

West Georgetown isn't impacted by the 14 

commercial establishments and the shops and 15 

the people visiting the residents and the 16 

offices? 17 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Well, it 18 

is but not as much because the commercial 19 

stops peter out starting at 33rd street.  So 20 

that by the time that you get to where the 21 
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University is, the 3400, 3500, 3600 blocks 1 

there isn't any commercial district.  You're 2 

at Key Bridge and start of Canal Road by then. 3 

 Very small commercial district, I'd say that. 4 

 There's one row of shops. 5 

  MS. DWYER:  And is it possible 6 

also that some of the residents may have 7 

people have visiting them and they contribute 8 

to the parking impacts in that neighborhood? 9 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Well, yes 10 

but that just makes my point even more.  If 11 

they have visitors over that period and we are 12 

still observing a much better parking 13 

situation, then it's clearly the students. 14 

  MS. DWYER:  Yes.  You also state 15 

in your resolution that unlike other 16 

universities, Georgetown has failed to provide 17 

satellite campuses to handle its increased 18 

enrollment, correct? 19 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Yes. I'm 20 

sure you could tell me where, but that sounds 21 
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correct. 1 

  MS. DWYER:  Yes. And are you aware 2 

that Georgetown University located its law 3 

school downtown in 1891? 4 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  I am 5 

aware that they located it downtown. 6 

  MS. DWYER:  And in 1971 it moved 7 

it to New Jersey Avenue and expanded it? 8 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  I'm aware 9 

that your law school is not on campus.  But 10 

the kinds of satellite campuses we're talking 11 

about would show up in the density statistics 12 

that Jeff Jones put together are actual 13 

academic full services campuses in many cases, 14 

or they have specialized academic departments, 15 

not professional schools.  So I'm talking 16 

about a kind of satellite campus that does 17 

exist elsewhere, but not at GU. 18 

  Well, take the Foxhall Road campus 19 

of GW, for example. 20 

  MS. DWYER:  Is there another 21 
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example of a satellite campus for another 1 

university in the District of Columbia? 2 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  In D.C. I 3 

haven't made a study of that.  It's not in my 4 

testimony. 5 

  MS. DWYER:  Yes. And hasn't 6 

Georgetown committed to adding additional 7 

satellite locations in particular for their 8 

SES programs? 9 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  10 

Georgetown made no commitment of any sort at 11 

the time we wrote our testimony.  And its 12 

conditional commitment unless and until it 13 

turns up into a real commitment is not much of 14 

a commitment. 15 

  MS. DWYER:  Yes.  All right.   16 

  I think Commissioner Hood already 17 

asked you whether you agree with the Office of 18 

Planning head count system as opposed to the 19 

FTE.  And I think you've clarified that you 20 

would go with the Office of Planning proposal 21 
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in terms of counting students? 1 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  If we go 2 

with the whole Office of Planning proposal, 3 

including putting students on campus. 4 

  MS. DWYER:  Can you tell me, how 5 

long has the ANC been meeting with the 6 

University on its Campus Plan? 7 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Quite a 8 

while.  And -- 9 

  MS. DWYER:  Would it be since 10 

2008? 11 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Yes, I 12 

think so. 13 

  One of the things that we did, and 14 

we can't talk about the details because these 15 

were all off the record meetings, was to at 16 

the ANC's initiative set up a process of 17 

monthly meetings with the University.  I think 18 

every new Chair of the ANC tries to think why 19 

can't we all just get along.  Ed Solomon 20 

testified that he did that when he was Chair. 21 
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  So, I had an initiative that we'd 1 

meet with our a more senior level of the 2 

University administrators. 3 

  MS. DWYER:  These are the 4 

Leadership Group meetings you're referring to? 5 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Yes. Yes. 6 

 The ANC was there, the heads of CAG and the 7 

BCA were there, a couple of student leaders 8 

and some Vice President level University 9 

people. 10 

  MS. DWYER:  And did you start in 11 

2008 or 2009, or -- 12 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  I think 13 

they started around 2008.  And, yes, we tried 14 

to talk about the Campus Plan, but we got 15 

nowhere. 16 

  MS. DWYER:  And how often did 17 

these meetings take place? 18 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  We tried 19 

for once a month during school session, and we 20 

came pretty close to that. 21 
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  MS. DWYER:  And do you recall 1 

whether at these Leadership meetings the 2 

University discussed its Magis Row program? 3 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  If I -- I 4 

have to ask you this. Everyone of those 5 

meetings was conducted under a strict off-the-6 

record policy because we knew that we could 7 

not have candid discussions if they weren't 8 

off-the-record.  And I don't think you want to 9 

open up everything that was done in every off-10 

the-record meeting or discussion we had with 11 

the University.  But that question does open 12 

that up. 13 

  MS. DWYER:  Well, would it be fair 14 

to say that these meetings enabled the 15 

University to consult with the community on a 16 

number of issues before putting place 17 

different initiatives or programs, or policy 18 

changes? 19 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Well, 20 

sometimes it did and sometimes after the 21 
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consultation, the University did what it 1 

wanted and didn't reflect the consultation. 2 

  MS. DWYER:  When the University 3 

first put in place the Magis Row program did 4 

you and CAG support the program? 5 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  It wasn't 6 

what we had wanted. It was -- we wanted 7 

faculty.  Support is too broad  We said "I 8 

hope this works." 9 

  MS. DWYER:  Yes. 10 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  And they 11 

didn't even design the Magis Row program the 12 

way we wanted with adult advisors actually 13 

living there. 14 

  We said "We hope this works." 15 

Well, it didn't work.  It just didn't work. 16 

  MS. DWYER:  Let me also ask you 17 

since you were meeting with the University 18 

since 2008, when did the ANC first suggest 19 

that the University require 100 percent of its 20 

undergraduate students to live on campus? 21 
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  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  I mean, I 1 

really can't go into the details of these off-2 

the-record meetings. 3 

  MS. DWYER:  No, I'm not suggesting 4 

they were at these meetings.  What month or 5 

year-- 6 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  We never 7 

had a discussion with the University like that 8 

unless it was in the off-the-record context. 9 

  MS. DWYER:  I'm just asking what 10 

point in time, what year or month did the ANC 11 

first recommend or suggest this? 12 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Whatever 13 

we suggested from time-to-time was in the off-14 

the-record context. But we would have been 15 

absolutely clear that that's what we think 16 

this needs. 17 

  MS. DWYER:  Okay.   18 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Ms. Dwyer, let me 19 

just ask. 20 

  Mr. Lewis, the off-the-record 21 
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meant that you couldn't discuss it later on, 1 

is that what you mean "off-the-record?" 2 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Couldn't 3 

discuss it outside of the room.  Yes, sir. 4 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Kind of like the 5 

same rules we have.  Okay.  All right.   6 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Yes, and 7 

it works. It works. 8 

  MS. DWYER:  Well then is it fair 9 

to say that the first public opportunity for 10 

the University know of a 100 percent 11 

requirement was in the ANC's resolution? 12 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  The first 13 

public document that had that in there was 14 

then, yes. 15 

  MS. DWYER:  Okay.   You also 16 

mention in your resolution that the University 17 

is continuing to acquire real estate in the 18 

Zip Code 20007.  And I would ask you if you 19 

have looked at the map of properties owned by 20 

Georgetown and filed in the record at the last 21 
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hearing? 1 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  I've 2 

looked at the map.  If we said "continued to 3 

acquire," we should have said "continues to 4 

seek to acquire."  Because we understand that 5 

a large property that was on the market near 6 

the University but in the community was 7 

actively sought by the University. 8 

  MS. DWYER:  But the University 9 

hasn't purchased that property? 10 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  The 11 

University has not, as far as I know, 12 

purchased that property. 13 

  MS. DWYER:  And didn't the map 14 

filed by the University show that only four 15 

properties were purchased by the University 16 

over the last ten years? 17 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Well, it 18 

shows what it shows.  But the fact that the 19 

University was, we think, reliably said to be 20 

going after this very big piece of property 21 
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outside of its campus boundaries was very 1 

worrisome to us, with no oversight whatsoever. 2 

  MS. DWYER:  At one point in time 3 

wasn't the University also seeking to acquire 4 

what is now The Cloisters property? 5 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  You know, 6 

that's something I vaguely recall, but I don't 7 

know any of the details. 8 

  MS. DWYER:  And looking at that 9 

map that the University provided, is it true 10 

that in the last 20 years the University has 11 

only acquired six properties despite however 12 

many it may have looked at or been interested 13 

in? 14 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  The map 15 

shows what the map shows.  But if you're 16 

saying there's no threat the University will 17 

acquire property, despite the fact that it was 18 

just looking at some big property, then you 19 

shouldn't be worried about a condition that 20 

says if the University changes its mind, it 21 
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will come to the Zoning Commission. 1 

  MS. DWYER:  You do mention that 2 

condition.  And you state that that was in a 3 

prior Campus Plan Order, I believe, in 1977? 4 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  In the 5 

'70s. 6 

  MS. DWYER:  And are you aware that 7 

that Order went up on appeal and that 8 

condition was reversed, and that condition was 9 

removed in the final Order? 10 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  I am not. 11 

  MS. DWYER:  Okay.  In your report 12 

you also indicate the ANC support for the loop 13 

road. And wasn't this put in the plan 14 

specifically at the request of you and one 15 

other ANC Commissioner? 16 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  The loop 17 

-- have a good north/south transportation 18 

system we believe, within the campus is 19 

crucial because that allows the GUTS buses to 20 

turn around and go in and out the Canal Road 21 
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entrance.  So we have been for a good 1 

north/south transportation route for quite a 2 

while. 3 

  We don't support the loop road as 4 

such.  What we say about it is very careful in 5 

our recommendations. We say that that if you 6 

can get over the environmental concerns, that 7 

could be one of doing it. But however it's 8 

done we strongly support doing it.  And also 9 

to have the hospital traffic have the option 10 

to come in the Canal Road entrance and go to 11 

the hospital over that north/south road. 12 

  MS. DWYER:  Regardless of how the 13 

loop road is on campus, you do support using 14 

Canal Road and allowing the left hand turn 15 

during morning rush hour, is that correct? 16 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Yes.  17 

Yes, very much so. 18 

  MS. DWYER:  And have you indicated 19 

your support for this to DDOT? 20 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Yes. 21 
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  MS. DWYER:  And would you be 1 

willing to work with the University and DDOT 2 

on that issue? 3 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  4 

Absolutely. 5 

  MS. DWYER:  All right.  You also 6 

state in your resolution on page 11 that 7 

students who commute to campus by car outside 8 

of Zip Code 20007 should not be committed to 9 

park in the community.  Doesn't D.C. law 10 

prohibit them from parking in the community? 11 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  D.C. law 12 

doesn't prohibit them from parking in the 13 

community.  It prohibits them -- it prohibits 14 

certain GU students, as I understand it, from 15 

getting a Ward 2 sticker, a reciprocity 16 

sticker without actually registering the car 17 

there. But any GU student who registers a car 18 

in D.C. and who lives in Ward 2 can come and 19 

park all day.  Everyone else can come and park 20 

for a couple of hours and play the lottery of, 21 
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you know moving the car around and avoiding a 1 

ticket, which a lot of people do.  Not all of 2 

them students.  A lot of people do that all 3 

over Georgetown. 4 

  MS. DWYER:  Are you aware how 5 

strongly D.C. enforces its parking program and 6 

its ticketing in this particular neighborhood? 7 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Yes, I  8 

am.  But "how strongly" means, I think that 9 

that's question.  And it totally varies. 10 

  Near the commercial streets the 11 

enforcement is pretty strong between M and K 12 

Streets.  North of M Street it's very spotty. 13 

  MS. DWYER:  You also recommend 14 

that Georgetown adopt a principle that has 15 

been applied -- are you aware that Georgetown 16 

already encourages its students to use GUTS 17 

bus, bicycle and public transportation both on 18 

its website and in its orientation programs? 19 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Well, 20 

there's encouragement and encouragement.  And 21 

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
  

that's fine.  But there is still according to 1 

your own surveys a lot of students who drive. 2 

  MS. DWYER:  Are you talking about 3 

undergraduate students or graduate students? 4 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS: Graduate 5 

students and School of Continuing Study 6 

students. 7 

  MS. DWYER:  Doesn't the report of 8 

the traffic consultant show that only 24 9 

percent of the graduate students come to 10 

campus by car, which includes carpools and 11 

taxi? 12 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Yes, but 13 

you don't identify how many of them are 14 

actually carpool and taxi.  And doesn't the 15 

report also say that, and you tell me the 16 

number, 60 some percent of the SES students 17 

come by are or higher? 18 

  MS. DWYER:  And those are the 19 

students that are going to be relocated to a 20 

satellite location, are they not? 21 
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  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Some day 1 

I hope. 2 

  MS. DWYER:  You also state in your 3 

resolution that Georgetown University should 4 

adopt a principle which has been applied by GW 5 

that if noise can be heard beyond a property 6 

line, the activity is too noisy.  Are you 7 

aware that Georgetown already does this? 8 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Where? 9 

  MS. DWYER:  In it's Off-Campus 10 

Student Life program.  When the SNAP cars go 11 

out, that is the standard that they apply and 12 

that is the standard for any follow-up 13 

sanctions by the University? 14 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Then why 15 

has the University been reluctant to put that 16 

in writing as part of its student conduct code 17 

the way George Washington University has done? 18 

  MS. DWYER:  Would you like 19 

Georgetown to put that in writing in its 20 

student conduct code? 21 
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  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  I would 1 

like them to do what GW did, yes.  And 2 

actually enforce it. 3 

  MS. DWYER:  You also state on page 4 

14 that repeat offenders should no longer be 5 

tolerated by the University.  Are you aware 6 

that the University already a program to 7 

target repeat offenders and that the data show 8 

it is working? 9 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  The data 10 

don't show that it is working.  And whatever 11 

the data show, it's a limited sample and I can 12 

tell you that it's not working. 13 

  First of all, it's not just repeat 14 

offenders.  The University was very careful to 15 

put in a qualifying word in the Campus Plan, 16 

something like "verify."  You'll know, it's 17 

probably your word that they put in there.  18 

And it's very hard to verify an offense.  You 19 

know if the SNAP car doesn't hear it, it's not 20 

an offense. 21 
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  MS. DWYER:  But if the SNAP car 1 

goes to a location and finds no activity, no 2 

student, no noisy party, or finds that it is 3 

not a Georgetown University student? 4 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Well, 5 

we're obviously not asking you to discipline 6 

non-Georgetown University students.  But -- 7 

  MS. DWYER:  But that would be non-8 

verifiable offense because it does not involve 9 

a Georgetown University student. 10 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  I 11 

understand that.  But far too often the non-12 

verifiable offenses are the group of moving 13 

students, the shout in the middle of the 14 

night, the party that saw the SNAP car and 15 

quieted down before the SNAP car came, the 16 

party that's in the backyard and because of 17 

the fortress like square that the houses 18 

create and the open space in the middle, the 19 

houses can often hear these parties in the 20 

backyard when the SNAP car out in the street 21 
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can't.  There are just too many unverified 1 

offenses. 2 

  MS. DWYER:  And have you verified 3 

those?  I mean, have you done your own survey, 4 

your analysis to come up with a number that 5 

you say are not captured by the program? 6 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  We don't 7 

come up with the number.  That's not our job 8 

to come up with a number.  But we verified it 9 

by doing what ANC people do.  We're out in the 10 

community.  We see it, we hear it and the 11 

community and we have conversations about it. 12 

 And that is our expertise. 13 

  MS. DWYER:  As ANC Commissioners 14 

if you see something that needs to be 15 

reported, do you call the SNAP line or MPD? 16 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  17 

Sometimes.  Yes, MPD sometimes.  SNAP, I've 18 

pretty given up on the effectiveness of SNAP. 19 

 But if it merits MPD, I would call MPD.  20 

Though I'm very reluctant. I talk to the 21 
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police all the time, as we all do, and we know 1 

that the police are stretched very thin in our 2 

area.  And we know also that there have been 3 

some real serious crimes in our area, 4 

including assault with deadly weapon and 5 

robbery with handguns just in the last month 6 

or two.  I don't like to do that because I 7 

know that it takes one or two police off of 8 

what they're supposed to be doing. 9 

  MS. DWYER:  Then why wouldn't you 10 

call SNAP? 11 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  SNAP we 12 

think is ineffective.  And also we don't think 13 

the burden should be on the community.  This 14 

is something that goes on far too much and the 15 

University hasn't fixed it.  It's one more 16 

burden that they've put on the community. 17 

  MS. DWYER:  In your resolution you 18 

also ask the University to limit the use of 19 

the Kehoe Field enclosure.  And hasn't the 20 

University said from the very beginning that 21 
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it would limit the use of that field? 1 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Well, 2 

what the University said and what the 3 

University wrote in its conditional prehearing 4 

statement are very different things.   5 

  We're very clear on what we would 6 

like to see in Kehoe Field, and we think this 7 

is a resolvable issue with the University.  8 

And what we've said is reasonable hours for 9 

intramurals, other non-spectator sports, 10 

varsity team non-spectator practice and gym 11 

classes for Trinity school.  And these are the 12 

uses that we think occur now. 13 

  In the University's written 14 

response it doesn't say anything more than 15 

we'll keep it to uses that we've had before 16 

and similar uses.  They don't specify what the 17 

uses that they've been doing it for and they 18 

don't specify what's a similar uses. 19 

  And we know that one of the uses, 20 

which is objectionable, is that last year 21 
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around this time the University allowed a very 1 

large graduation party to be held on Kehoe 2 

Field that bothered the neighborhood for 3 

blocks around.  We don't want that use to 4 

continue. 5 

  MS. DWYER:  But if the University 6 

were to spell out the restrictions on the use? 7 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  If the 8 

University were to say it this way, yes, we 9 

would agree. 10 

  MS. DWYER:  That issue would go 11 

away for you? 12 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  That 13 

issue would go away for ANC 2E, yes. 14 

  MS. DWYER:  Okay.  I have a couple 15 

of other questions for some of the other 16 

witnesses. 17 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Thank 18 

heavens. 19 

  MS. DWYER:  I know, I got you on 20 

the hot seat.  21 
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  And I guess I'll start with you, 1 

Mr. Starrels.  You mentioned the Philly Pizza 2 

case.  And this establishment, I believe, is 3 

it true was located about half a block off of 4 

M Street in a commercial zone and open to the 5 

public? 6 

  ANC COMMISSIONER STARRELS:  That's 7 

correct. 8 

  MS. DWYER:  So you're not 9 

suggesting that only Georgetown University 10 

students frequented this establishment. 11 

  ANC COMMISSIONER STARRELS:  No, 12 

but a majority of the patrons were Georgetown 13 

students. 14 

  MS. DWYER:  Okay.  And you know 15 

this because? 16 

  ANC COMMISSIONER STARRELS:  I got 17 

to say it, but it wrecked my sleeping habits 18 

for months.  I had constituents that live 19 

across the street from Philly Pizza, used to 20 

be Philly Pizza.  And just observing, talking, 21 
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reading publications, The Hoya and whatnot.  A 1 

lot of them are Georgetown students? 2 

  MS. DWYER:  A lot of them?  But 3 

you  have nothing to prove that the majority 4 

were Georgetown students as opposed to other 5 

young professionals or other people coming out 6 

of the bars on M Street? 7 

  ANC COMMISSIONER STARRELS:  There 8 

were a lot of them, and just from talking with 9 

the students out here, watching where they 10 

migrate to. It was what it was. 11 

  MS. DWYER:   12 

  VICE CHAIRMAN SCHLATER:  All 13 

right.  Thank you. 14 

  Mr. Jones, I wonder if you could 15 

provide the record the dates and times the 16 

photo were taken and the addresses.  Because 17 

we have no way of verifying the authenticity 18 

of these photos? 19 

  ANC COMMISSIONER JONES:  I think 20 

each photo has some kind of property record 21 
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you can click on and see the date and time.  1 

So, I can go to that and find the date and 2 

time they were taken. 3 

  MS. DWYER:  Okay.  That would be 4 

great. And the addresses? 5 

  ANC COMMISSIONER JONES:  You know, 6 

that photo, for example, still exists today. 7 

  MS. DWYER:  Right.  But if you 8 

could-- 9 

  ANC COMMISSIONER JONES:  And the 10 

second photo taken with the smaller group, was 11 

that way this morning. 12 

  MS. DWYER:  All right.  But if you 13 

could provide the addresses as well for the 14 

record? 15 

  ANC COMMISSIONER JONES:  I don't 16 

know if I want to do that.  I was just using 17 

these as examples. I'd rather not like for any 18 

kind of enforcement on any specific students 19 

in this case.  I'm just wanting to show as 20 

examples.  But I am very aware these are 21 
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student properties. 1 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  I think what you 2 

want for the record is to prove that this is 3 

the students? 4 

  MS. DWYER:  Right. We want some 5 

verification that it's a Georgetown University 6 

student as opposed to another student living 7 

in the neighborhood. 8 

  ANC COMMISSIONER JONES:  Okay.  9 

Well, I can do that then. 10 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Either you 11 

can provide it, if not, we'll govern ourselves 12 

accordingly.  However you want to handle that. 13 

  ANC COMMISSIONER JONES:  Okay.  I 14 

will provide that. 15 

  MS. DWYER:  And the same for the 16 

recording that you played, could you let us 17 

know the -- 18 

  ANC COMMISSIONER JONES:  Yes. 19 

  MS. DWYER:  -- date and time and 20 

address for that? 21 
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  You said you were talking about 1 

the trash violations and you said that the 2 

vast majority were students.  But there are 3 

others that you report that are caused by 4 

residents? 5 

  ANC COMMISSIONER JONES:  Primarily 6 

with SWEEP inspectors we're looking for the 7 

most severe violations due to time available 8 

for the SWEEP inspectors.  And most -- the 9 

vast majority are at student residence. 10 

  MS. DWYER:  You also mentioned 11 

that the Off-Campus Student Life has the lower 12 

number of reported violations for students.  13 

And is it possible that they have that lower 14 

number because if their trash patrols? 15 

  ANC COMMISSIONER JONES:  I don't 16 

see how.  I'm just -- on any given day you can 17 

probably find 20 violations.  And if you have 18 

only -- I think that the number was 17 for all 19 

fall of 2010, it seems to indicate a very low 20 

number.  So if the Off-Campus Student Life 21 
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program was effective or able to manage it, 1 

they would be able to -- they'd be showing 2 

fines similar to what DPW does. 3 

  MS. DWYER:  Yes.  Final question 4 

for you.  On your density data did you look at 5 

any D.C. universities to determine the acreage 6 

of these universities and the number of 7 

students per acre? 8 

  ANC COMMISSIONER JONES:  Looked at 9 

the top 50 universities on U.S. News and World 10 

Report.  But I didn't think that -- the Office 11 

of Planning report I don't think it's apples-12 

to-apples when you compare other universities 13 

to D.C. to Georgetown University as far as the 14 

type zoning, R-3 zoned neighborhood and being 15 

a National Historic Landmark.  It's not 16 

apples-to-apples. 17 

  MS. DWYER:  But it's apples-to-18 

apples to compare Georgetown with Boston or 19 

Philadelphia or California? 20 

  ANC COMMISSIONER JONES:  Again, to 21 
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keep the research manageable we look at the 1 

top 50 universities and we try to find what we 2 

can.  But it's just very clear in looking at 3 

the top 50 that Georgetown University ranked 4 

at the bottom. 5 

  MS. DWYER:  All right.  I had one 6 

question for you, Mr. Solomon.  Well, with 7 

some subparts to follow-up.  But are you 8 

saying that all students create objectionable 9 

impacts?  All students who live off campus 10 

create objectionable impacts? 11 

  ANC COMMISSIONER SOLOMON:  No, I 12 

didn't say that. 13 

  MS. DWYER:  And do you rent your 14 

property to undergraduate students? 15 

  ANC COMMISSIONER SOLOMON:  Yes. 16 

  MS. DWYER:  And have they created 17 

objectionable impacts or been the subject of 18 

any MPD or 911 calls? 19 

  ANC COMMISSIONER SOLOMON:  My 20 

daughter is a recent graduate of Georgetown 21 
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University.  She has received a master's just 1 

a few years ago from Georgetown University.  2 

And my daughter plans on going to Georgetown 3 

University to receive a doctorate. 4 

  My wife is a professor at American 5 

University.  After 25 years she just received 6 

her Ph.D.  She's a visiting scholar.   7 

  And I also have students from 8 

American University that have stayed at our 9 

house as well. 10 

  So, I have no problems with 11 

students at my house.  12 

  And I also have had students have 13 

dinner at my house and have had barbecues at 14 

my house. 15 

  MS. DWYER:  All right.  But then 16 

the students that you have had at your house 17 

that have not created any problems, that 18 

you're perfectly comfortable with having as a 19 

part of your residence are the same students 20 

that you believe should be banned from the 21 
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community and required to live on-campus? 1 

  ANC COMMISSIONER SOLOMON:  See, 2 

that's the problem with demonizing students.  3 

I have no problems with students whatsoever.  4 

I believe students are caught in the middle of 5 

this whole issue of the ten year plan and the 6 

policies of the University.  It's the policies 7 

that are putting these students in the middle, 8 

and this is what I object to is the behavior 9 

in the evenings or when the sun goes down. 10 

  The students that we had here that 11 

you met last Thursday, I think they were some 12 

of the greatest examples of university that I 13 

have ever seen. 14 

  As a matter of fact, one of those 15 

students was an escort for my daughter at a 16 

party at the Citizens Association of 17 

Georgetown. 18 

  MS. DWYER:  Then I don't 19 

understand given the fact that the problems 20 

are created by a minority of the students, the 21 
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ANC and others are suggesting that the only 1 

solution is to house the 100 percent on 2 

campus. 3 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  I'm going 4 

to object.  There's no testimony whatsoever 5 

that the problems are caused by a minority of 6 

students.  There's testimony and also in our 7 

report that not all students caused the 8 

problem. 9 

  MS. DWYER:  All right.  Thank you. 10 

  That concludes my testimony of ANC 11 

2E.  And I have just one question for you, 12 

Ann. 13 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Well, you've asked 14 

39.  This is number 40.  Okay.   15 

  MS. DWYER:  I believe you 16 

testified that the loop road would be visible 17 

from the park, is that correct? 18 

  ANC COMMISSIONER HAAS:  At least 19 

parts of it, yes. 20 

  MS. DWYER:  And is it your 21 
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testimony that nothing on the University's 1 

campus should be visible from the park? 2 

  ANC COMMISSIONER HAAS:  I would 3 

like to see the University honor the spirit of 4 

the scenic easement, which is to protect its 5 

land hat can be seen from the park. 6 

  MS. DWYER:  Thank you. 7 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Let me just say, I 8 

was getting ready to overrule your objection 9 

because I think her line of questioning was 10 

very appropriate. I was something that I was 11 

just curious how she even found all this out. 12 

 But I didn't do that, I'll tell you, because 13 

a lot of times when you object I don't say 14 

anything because eventually whoever has asked 15 

the question or whoever is answering the 16 

question usually works it out among 17 

themselves. So I usually let that just go. 18 

  Okay.  That's all, Ms. Dwyer?  19 

Okay.  Thank you very much. 20 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Mr. 21 
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Chairman? 1 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  You have some more 2 

now, Commissioner Selfridge? 3 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  I did. 4 

  MR. Lewis spoke about the 5 

difference were sort of revealing when 6 

students were out of school on the winter 7 

break.  I just wonder, Mr. LAwson, it looks 8 

likes Mr. Mordfin did this chart with the MPD 9 

calls. I wonder if he has the data broken down 10 

where we could see the impact?  Because I 11 

think to me that's a real important data point 12 

to understand if we're zeroing in where the 13 

disruptions come from. 14 

  MR. LAWSON:  Oh sorry. 15 

  We can certainly take a look at 16 

the data and see if the data breakdown in that 17 

kind of way and get that information to the 18 

Commission. 19 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Thank 20 

you. 21 
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  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Just ask this 1 

question.  I'm going to try to see how we 2 

accommodate Mr. Hinds because we did 3 

accommodate the students. I want to make sure 4 

we're fair on accommodating Mr. Hinds.  5 

Because I know he has some expert witnesses 6 

that cannot make it back for the June 2nd 7 

meeting.  Okay. 8 

  I saw about nine people that 9 

wanted to testify in support.  Can you raise 10 

your hands again?  That grew.  Some people 11 

must have come in late. 12 

  MS. SCHELLIN:  There's only nine 13 

on the list. 14 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Oh, there's nine? 15 

 Yes.  Okay.  How many people cannot make it 16 

back?  Because we're supposed to take support 17 

first.  Can not make it back on June the 2nd, 18 

honestly?  Okay.  So I see one, two, three, 19 

four, five. 20 

  Can we take those five right now. 21 
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 And Mr. Hinds, we're going to try to get you 1 

on -- 2 

  MS. DWYER:  You need to finish 3 

cross first. CAG. 4 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Oh, okay. 5 

  MS. DWYER:  We didn't finish 6 

cross. 7 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Does anybody have 8 

any cross-examination?  Mr. Hinds, do you have 9 

any cross? 10 

  MS. DWYER:  Hinds and Clements and 11 

Avery. 12 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Mr. Clements, do 13 

you have any cross? 14 

  Mr. Avery, do you have any cross? 15 

  Mr. Avery, next tie you come to 16 

the table I want to know what's on that 17 

button. Because on my way out I saw something 18 

that said AU, and I thought we were dealing 19 

with Georgetown.  So I don't know what's going 20 

on.  But you all have the same color buttons. 21 
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I'm getting confused. 1 

  Okay.   So, Mr. Lewis? 2 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Would you 3 

indulge me with one question to one of the 4 

Commissioners in response to the Q&A that he 5 

participated in? 6 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Who was that? 7 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Solomon. 8 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  I don't think 9 

typically we do that.   10 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  Okay.   11 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  You're going to 12 

get me in trouble. 13 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LEWIS:  I 14 

withdraw the request. 15 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  All right. 16 

   Where was I?  Those five people, 17 

if you can come forward right quick we're 18 

going to take your testimony. 19 

  Mr. Hinds, if you could figure out 20 

within that hour what you're going to do so we 21 
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we're going to try to get at least your 1 

experts in tonight.  Okay.  And maybe out of 2 

your presentation all we'll do is your experts 3 

and we'll subtract that.  Okay.   4 

  Only five people that are going to 5 

testify.  The five who can't come back on -- 6 

I'm asking everybody to be honest because 7 

we're really trying to make accommodations 8 

here. Only the five. 9 

  I know the priest -- I know you're 10 

going to be honest.   11 

  I was five that only raised their 12 

hand.  Okay.  So it was seven.  This seven 13 

here cannot make it back on June the 2nd? 14 

  Well, I'm not going to ask the 15 

priest to do that. 16 

  Come on, let's go ahead and begin. 17 

 Let me start to my left.  Yes, we'll start 18 

with you, sir. If you can identify yourself, 19 

you may begin.  You have three minutes. 20 

  MR. PRICE:  My name is Taylor 21 
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Price.  I'm a graduate last year from 1 

Georgetown. 2 

  Good evening Members of the Zoning 3 

Commission, and thank you for giving me the 4 

opportunity to speak tonight. 5 

  I know my time is short, so I will 6 

get right the point. 7 

  Georgetown University is a great 8 

school and is a community that I am proud to 9 

have been officially affiliated with December 10 

2003 when I was accepted for early admission. 11 

 My journey to graduation from the McDonough 12 

School of Business in May 2010 was longer then 13 

originally anticipated after I was involved in 14 

a catastrophic diving accident July 8, 2004.  15 

Immediately after my accident I made a 16 

decision that Georgetown University was too 17 

good of a place to not do everything in my 18 

power to one day arrive on campus. 19 

  I've continued my education by 20 

enrolling in a master's program in 21 
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Georgetown's School of Continuing Studies with 1 

an expected graduation date of May 2012.  Due 2 

to my enrollment, I've been provided a special 3 

exemption to maintain my on-campus living 4 

eligibility. 5 

  As an undergraduate I served a two 6 

year term as a student representative to 7 

Georgetown's Board of Directors.  I started 8 

one of the largest privately funded 9 

scholarship funds at Georgetown in honor of a 10 

friend's father who passed away. And I'm a 11 

leader of a student run nonprofit party 12 

planning group called Party for a Cause, which 13 

I believe has been mentioned in previous 14 

testimony. 15 

  Last spring I got an opportunity 16 

to be one of 100 full-time interns at the 17 

White House. 18 

  I mentioned these activities not 19 

to beat my chest, but rather show that I've 20 

been privileged to be a part of high level 21 
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conversations at this University and have a 1 

deep understanding of campus student issues.  2 

  Overall, I want to fully endorse 3 

Georgetown's ten year Campus Plan.  This plan 4 

encompasses a number of projects that will 5 

change Georgetown forever and continue to help 6 

develop our student body into the leaders of 7 

tomorrow. 8 

  One component of the plan that 9 

I've been heavily involved in is the new South 10 

Student Center.  Most recently I've spent 11 

almost 100 hours advocating to the Students 12 

Activities for the Endowment Commission on 13 

behalf of new South Student Center for a 14 

multimillion dollar allocation.  This building 15 

will become the center union for all our 16 

student groups, an asset that all students an 17 

utilize. 18 

  In my opinion, Georgetown is in 19 

the minority of premier universities that does 20 

have a central student activity space and this 21 
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needs to change.  It will not just be a 1 

meeting space, but it will also provide a 2 

large event space for the 400 person ballroom, 3 

dance studios, space for The Corp, which is 4 

Georgetown Student Run Business and the 5 

largest student run business in the country to 6 

expand and  further food and beverage points 7 

of sale.  8 

  Without a doubt, the space will 9 

revolutionize campus and be a vehicle for 10 

which students can build an affinity to after 11 

they graduate. 12 

  I would be remiss if I did not 13 

point out that this building will create more 14 

on-campus activities for students, and this is 15 

something the neighborhood surely approves of. 16 

  I would like to conclude by 17 

discussing a component of the plan that is 18 

personally important and relevant to me.  19 

Georgetown remains committed to admitting the 20 

most diverse students to its community. And 21 
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with this in mind, it has stressed the 1 

importance of making its campus more handicap 2 

accessible and pedestrian friendly.   3 

  I like to joke -- 4 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  I'm going to ask 5 

you to give us your closing thought. 6 

  MR. PRICE:  All right. Three more 7 

sentences if that would be allowed. 8 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Go ahead. 9 

  MR. PRICE.  Thank you. 10 

  I like to joke that while I've 11 

managed to maneuver campus quite well, I 12 

rarely use front doors to buildings and I've 13 

seen a number of boiler rooms and hidden 14 

access ways.  Here in the 21st Century there 15 

are so many individuals that face various 16 

challenges, and Georgetown must be able to 17 

adequately accommodate them so they feel 18 

comfortable attending this University.   19 

  The diversity of the student body 20 

is what contributes to Georgetown's uniqueness 21 
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and greatness. 1 

  Thank you for the opportunity to 2 

speak tonight.  And I hope that this process 3 

can progress and we can all recognize the 4 

importance of this plan for Georgetown and the 5 

neighborhood at large. 6 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Thank you. 7 

  FATHER KEVIN O'BRIEN:  I'm Father 8 

Kevin O'Brien. I'm Director of Campus Ministry 9 

at Georgetown. I also was an alumnus of 10 

Georgetown from the Class 1988.  I am also a 11 

former resident of the Georgetown area.  For 12 

two years I lived at 3514 O Street as one of 13 

the priests at Holy Trinity Church.  So I have 14 

been a neighbor like those in attendance here, 15 

those party in opposition. 16 

  Another other things to do with 17 

the University, I am one of the advisors to 18 

Magis Row, which is hardly near propaganda or 19 

marketing.  These are a group of students who 20 

are deeply committed to bringing their 21 
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education into their living experience. These 1 

students, like those that I directly advise, 2 

are committed to social justice and bridging 3 

their education to service in the District of 4 

Columbia. 5 

  I want to attest to our undergrads 6 

for their character.  I appreciate the 7 

comments of one the parties in opposition 8 

tonight that attest to the character of our 9 

undergrads. 10 

  We are a Jesuit and a Catholic 11 

University.  We've been here since 1779, long 12 

before any of us have been residents of 13 

Georgetown.  From the beginning, we have been 14 

committed to educating men and women for 15 

others, carrying for people beyond ourselves 16 

and we do this well at Georgetown. And when 17 

our students do not meet that standard, we 18 

hold them accountable.  We do not simply 19 

punish them to deter conduct, but we also 20 

punish or reprimand so that they can learn 21 
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because we are, first and foremost, a teaching 1 

University.  Any parent here understands that. 2 

  Our children are learning, our 3 

students are learning and we're there to make 4 

sure that they learn well both inside and 5 

outside the classroom. 6 

  I consider myself a father of 7 

sorts to 6300 undergrads on campus.  And to 8 

them I devote much of my time and am also 9 

edified by their example.  And the service 10 

they do render to the University, and you've 11 

heard this testimony before, to those in our 12 

student ambulance service, GERMS, who 12 13 

percent of their calls are those to those not 14 

at the University, those who do not live on 15 

the University campus.   16 

  I think of our students who are 17 

good samaritans in the neighborhood and shovel 18 

snow and pick up trash. 19 

  To the larger community and the 20 

District of Columbia our students have served 21 
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well.  I invite all of our residents to join 1 

our students in that same commitment to public 2 

service. 3 

  My plea tonight is that we do not 4 

 -- none of us lose sight of the big picture. 5 

 We live in great privilege in Georgetown, in 6 

northwest D.C. compared to other parts of our 7 

city and our world.  And my hope, my prayer, 8 

is that perhaps we can spend less on pointing 9 

fingers among neighbors and more time joining 10 

together in a common cause for needs which are 11 

much greater than the needs that we have. 12 

  Thank you. 13 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Thank you. 14 

  Next? 15 

  MS. BATEMAN:  Good evening. 16 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Good evening.   17 

  MS. BATEMAN:  My name is Grace 18 

Bateman.  I've lived in Georgetown for more 19 

than 30 years at four different locations in 20 

West Georgetown.  I currently live at 33rd and 21 
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P across the street from a house that is 1 

rented to Georgetown University 2 

undergraduates. 3 

  I've been a member of the Citizens 4 

Association of Georgetown for 30 years, and I 5 

served two terms on Advisory Neighborhood 6 

Commission 2E, one of them as Chair. 7 

  I've practiced law for more than 8 

30 years in the District, and I began my 9 

career at the Urban Institute where I wrote a 10 

book on land use planning. 11 

  As a member of the ANC I 12 

represented the community in negotiations with 13 

the University on the 1990 Campus Plan. At 14 

that time the community had two primary goals. 15 

 The first was to require the University to 16 

house all of its undergraduates on campus, 17 

same argument that's being made today.  Second 18 

was to require the University to establish an 19 

off-campus student conduct program. At that 20 

time none existed. 21 
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  Based on the BZA approved 1990 1 

Campus Plan the University built the Southwest 2 

Quadrangle housing 759 additional 3 

undergraduates on-campus and it established 4 

off-campus student conduct program.   5 

  Despite these improvements a group 6 

of residents who live in West Georgetown and 7 

Burleith are again calling for the University 8 

to provide housing for all of its 9 

undergraduates claiming that residents 10 

continue to experience adverse situations 11 

associated with undergraduates in the 12 

community. 13 

  Back in 1990 I wholeheartedly 14 

supported this recommendation. However, based 15 

on my experience in the community since 1990 I 16 

no longer think this approach will solve the 17 

problems that some residents have described.  18 

And I believe that moving all undergraduates 19 

into the University housing will actually make 20 

these problems worse. 21 
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  The majority of GU students who 1 

live off-campus occupy rental housing near the 2 

University that is very expensive and some of 3 

it is poorly maintained and not well managed. 4 

 Much of this housing is owned by absentee 5 

landlords, some of whom multiple properties. 6 

  Renting to groups of young people 7 

is a good business requiring little in the way 8 

of housing services in the face of a steady 9 

demand. 10 

  Since 1990 GU's off-campus student 11 

conduct staff has been supplementing the 12 

meager services these landlords provide to 13 

their tenants by monitoring trash at these 14 

rental residences and controlling noise and 15 

other adverse conditions that may occur. 16 

  The rationale for requiring the 17 

University to house all undergraduates is that 18 

without demand for GU undergraduates this 19 

poorly maintained, overpriced housing will be 20 

transformed into well maintained rental or 21 
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occupied housing for young families.  This is 1 

magical thinking because Georgetown and 2 

Burleith are part of a large urban area where 3 

there is always a demand for group rental 4 

housing and locations convenient to downtown 5 

despite the cost or the condition of such 6 

housing. 7 

  A more likely scenario is that 8 

without this demand -- 9 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Can we get your 10 

closing thought? 11 

  MS. BATEMAN:  I will. 12 

  A  more likely scenario is that 13 

without the Georgetown undergraduates we'll 14 

have that same housing occupied by groups of 15 

unrelated individuals and the University will 16 

have no control over them.  So we'll be back 17 

to where we were in 1990 where the only 18 

recourse for the community was to call the 19 

police, and I don't think that's an 20 

improvement. 21 
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  Thank you. 1 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Thank you. 2 

  Next. 3 

  MS. McFARLANE:  Thank you. 4 

  Good evening.  My name is Jonda 5 

McFarlane  For 23 years my husband Bud and I 6 

lived at 3414 Prospect Street.  Last year we 7 

decided to give up maintenance demands of a 8 

four story house and moved to an apartment in 9 

the Watergate. 10 

  Bottom line first.  Throughout 11 

those 23 years our experience living in 12 

Georgetown, especially living so close to 13 

Georgetown University, was nearly all 14 

favorable.  Yes, there were issues but we 15 

found that the presence of the University so 16 

close was actually a plus more often then a 17 

minus. 18 

  For six years from 1994 to 2000, I 19 

served on the Georgetown ANC.  In my last term 20 

I served as Chair.  As such, I had many 21 
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interactions with the University and the 1 

neighbors. 2 

  Also, living in the 3400 block of 3 

Prospect Street put us about three blocks from 4 

the main gate.  And as I'm sure you know, 5 

that's the main travel avenue to downtown 6 

Georgetown. 7 

  Also Prospect Street is the main 8 

GUTS bus route to Arlington and the Law 9 

Center. So between the buses and the students 10 

I can certainly attest to the fact that, yes, 11 

there is an impact from the University when 12 

you choose to live so close.  But we knew that 13 

when we moved there.  In fact, we discussed 14 

whether being so close would be a problem.  15 

But we found we actually liked having students 16 

living around us as it always created some 17 

vibrancy on the street day or night.  We took 18 

advantage of students living nearby, on 19 

occasion hiring them to house and dog sit, to 20 

carry heavy pieces of furniture up three 21 
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flights of stairs.  And we found that engaging 1 

students around us and bringing our concerns 2 

to them in person in conversation almost 3 

always brought results. 4 

  And while students traversing 5 

Prospect Street late at night were sometimes a 6 

problem, never was it at the rate that is 7 

being described in this Campus Plan. 8 

  While trash could be a problem, 9 

the program that the University developed to 10 

collect trash during move in and out times has 11 

really evolved and is usually handled very 12 

well. 13 

  There is one proposal in the plan 14 

that I'm particularly supportive of:  The 15 

University's proposal to construct a loop road 16 

interior to the campus.  As Chair of the ANC I 17 

worked very hard bringing about the 18 

reconstruction of the Canal Road entrance and 19 

have always felt it should be better utilized 20 

by the buses.  Because of the backup of rush 21 
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hour traffic on Prospect Street fumes from the 1 

virtually parked buses are extremely noxious. 2 

 So solving the problem of enabling them to 3 

exit from Canal Road entrance is a huge help. 4 

 And perhaps it helps to remember that the 5 

very expensive GUTS bus system which was not 6 

in place when we moved there in 1987 has 7 

resulted in many, many fewer student cars 8 

parking in our neighborhood then were there 9 

before. 10 

  Thank you for providing me the 11 

opportunity.  Although I'm no longer a 12 

resident of Georgetown, I did live there for 13 

23 years. 14 

  Thank you. 15 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Thank you. 16 

  Next. 17 

  MR. SPRIGGS:  Good evening.  I'm 18 

Ed Spriggs, and I'm assistant -- 19 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  I thought that's 20 

who you were.  I was sitting the whole time, 21 
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he's back there, Ed Spriggs.  Can you still 1 

play. 2 

  MR. SPRIGGS:  No.  Knees are shot. 3 

 Knees are shot. 4 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  So you're like my 5 

colleagues here? 6 

  MR. SPRIGGS:  Yes. 7 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  All right. 8 

 Go ahead.  Excuse me. 9 

  MR. SPRIGGS:  I'm Assistant 10 

Athletic Director and Evening Manager of the 11 

Yates Field House at Georgetown University.  12 

I'm also a member of their Off-Campus Student 13 

Life program SNAP.  And I get out and I patrol 14 

for them. 15 

  I just want to tell you a little 16 

bit about myself and where I work and the SNAP 17 

program. 18 

  I'm a graduate of Georgetown 19 

University.  I played ball four years at 20 

Georgetown and graduated in 1982.  I had a 21 

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
  

daughter that graduated from Georgetown in 1 

2007.   2 

  I've been working at Georgetown 3 

since 1987.  Seventeen of those years were 4 

spent at the expense of the Athletic 5 

Department and the last bit has been with 6 

Campus Recreation and working at Yates Field 7 

House. 8 

  Yates Field House is the 9 

recreational headquarters, really, for the 10 

student body there.  It's about 135 square 11 

foot of indoor courts, tracks, cardio and 12 

weight training equipment.  We even have a 25 13 

eight lap -- eight lane swimming.  So it's a 14 

pretty busy place there.  Kehoe Field that 15 

sits on top of Yates Field House, an Yates 16 

Field House is 31 years old and has been 17 

around for a while. 18 

  So we accommodate -- we record 19 

about 2,000 visits a day at Georgetown's Yates 20 

Field House and it's getting busier by the 21 
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day. 1 

  Yates Field House has a variety of 2 

programs with nearly 6,000 participants; 3 

intermurals, group fitness programs, aquatic 4 

programs. We even host -- we're the site for a 5 

dozen or more club sports there, which would 6 

be like rugby, ballroom dance and all the rest 7 

of the stuff.  We even have a few noncredited 8 

classes that we hold there for lifetime skills 9 

programs.  So it's a very busy place. 10 

  For SNAP I go out and I've been 11 

doing this now for about three years, and it's 12 

been very interesting.  I've students out 13 

there get justly and wrongly accused of 14 

different incidents out there.  So, I mean, 15 

everything.  You can see the gamut of stuff 16 

that goes on. 17 

  When I started doing this patrol 18 

we had to inform not only the students, but 19 

the neighbors what we were about and what we 20 

did as SNAP people there.  And initially there 21 
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was a lot of resent by the students because 1 

they felt like we were basically party 2 

busters.  We'd go in a shutdown parties. 3 

  I think that they've come to an 4 

understanding and understand that SNAP is 5 

there to basically nurture a positive 6 

relationship between the students and the 7 

neighbors. 8 

  I believe that SNAP works.  The 9 

attitude toward SNAP has changed in the three 10 

years that I've been doing it.  We went from, 11 

like I said, being the party busters to people 12 

who basically were looking out for them and 13 

keeping them from suffering consequences for 14 

disturbance complaints. 15 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  We need your 16 

closing thoughts. 17 

  MR. SPRIGGS:  Oh, I'm sorry.  All 18 

right.   19 

  More so it's my experience that 20 

the number of hot line calls has decreased 21 
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since we've been there. Now whether that's 1 

because they don't call anymore, I don't know. 2 

 But it has decreased.  The number of 3 

incidents has decreased and the parties seem 4 

to be a little more under control. 5 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Thank you. 6 

  MR. SPRIGGS:  So it works. 7 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Next. 8 

  MR. MACHIR:  Chairman Hood, 9 

Members of the Commission, thank you for 10 

letting me speak here today. 11 

  My name is Edward Machir.  I live 12 

at 3400 P Street.  I'm here to talk in full 13 

support of the GU plan. 14 

  I am alumnus of Georgetown 15 

University from the McDonough School of 16 

Business 1979, and I teach a class at 17 

Georgetown as an adjunct professor. 18 

  I've lived in Georgetown for seven 19 

years.  I've followed the exchange between the 20 

University and the community mostly through 21 
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the CAG newsletters, and also through the 1 

Georgetown Current.  And I must say I was 2 

pretty shocked at what I would call the shear 3 

anger that's expressed in the Citizens 4 

Association of Georgetown newsletters. It's 5 

certainly not my reality, and I live three to 6 

four blocks from the main gates of the 7 

University. 8 

  Certainly there's occasional 9 

noise. Certainly there's occasional trash.  I 10 

won't tell you that, that there's not that. 11 

But nothing that's unworkable. 12 

  I'm a native Washingtonian.  13 

However, before I moved to Georgetown seven 14 

years ago I lived in Dallas, Texas for 18 15 

years.  I choose Georgetown to live in 16 

specifically.  I knew that there would be 17 

quote/unquote "an incident with a student."  I 18 

knew that there would be parking issues coming 19 

up this weekend with graduation at Georgetown 20 

or during Homecoming, or something of that 21 
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nature.  But I feel that the things that 1 

Georgetown provides to me and provides to the 2 

community far outweigh those minuses. 3 

  I've seen incredible speakers at 4 

Georgetown University.  And as we probably all 5 

know, Prince Charles was there just several 6 

weeks ago. 7 

  Ed Spriggs talked about Yates. 8 

I've been able to take advantage of the 9 

facilities there.  And you don't have to be an 10 

alumnus to take advantage of those facilities. 11 

  I've gone to performing arts at 12 

the Royden Performing Arts Center.  Again, you 13 

don't have to be an alumnus to do that. 14 

  And I go to mass at Dhalgren 15 

Chapel. 16 

  So Georgetown does a lot for me.   17 

  It's interesting.  I have a lot of 18 

people who come to visit me. And to a man and 19 

woman, they speak about the vibrancy which was 20 

mentioned before that the neighborhood has 21 
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being so close to a university, and having 1 

young men and women in that university.  I 2 

knew full well I wanted to live in a diverse 3 

neighborhood, diverse from an age standpoint 4 

as well. 5 

  And I will say that I enjoy 6 

talking to the students very much and I do 7 

find them to be very respectful. 8 

  I take advantage of the students. 9 

It was also mentioned I have a one year old 10 

granddaughter from out of town. When she 11 

comes, I take advantage of them to come 12 

babysit for her. 13 

  I believe Father O'Brien talked 14 

about what Georgetown stands for, and I've 15 

been a long time believer in the Jesuit 16 

education for myself and all of my children.  17 

And I believe what the Georgetown Campus Plan 18 

calls for is part of the nature of the 19 

University. 20 

  What I read about the Office of 21 
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Planning and the 100 percent on-campus I 1 

believe are quite candidly, in my words, 2 

draconian.   3 

  I do believe that the Citizens 4 

Association of Georgetown does very good work, 5 

but I think they have this one wrong. 6 

  Thank you very much for letting me 7 

express my opinion.  And I know you will give 8 

myself and others equal consideration with the 9 

opposition. 10 

  Again, Thank you. 11 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Great.  Thank you. 12 

  Next. 13 

  MR. DANIELI:  Good evening, 14 

Commissioner.  Can you hear me. 15 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Yes, just pull 16 

that mic a little closer 17 

  MR. DANIELI:    Good evening, 18 

Commissioner.  Thank you, all the 19 

Commissioners and also everyone in this room. 20 

  My name is Ray Danieli, and I'm 21 
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the Assistant Director of Off-Campus Student 1 

Life at Georgetown University.  I've been at 2 

Georgetown University for over six years 3 

working to bring off-campus students and 4 

permanent residents together in a positive 5 

way. 6 

  Formerly, I was a police officer 7 

here in Washington, D.C. for over 34 years.  I 8 

retired honorably. I spent my entire career 9 

working with citizens and police officers 10 

trying to improve the neighborhoods where I 11 

patrolled. 12 

  In 2002, I was the first recipient 13 

of the Mayor's Customer Service Award.  This 14 

award included the entire city workforce of 15 

over 20,000 people at that time. Mayor Anthony 16 

Williams presented me with this award. 17 

  Also, I was the recipient of three 18 

medal from the Metropolitan Police Department 19 

including the rarely given Distinguished 20 

Service Medal. 21 
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  Also part of my background, I 1 

teach two classes at Northern Virginia 2 

Community College in Woodbridge. 3 

  After I retired from MPD I came to 4 

work at Georgetown University having the same 5 

focus as I did as a police officer working 6 

with permanent residents and students to 7 

improve the quality of life and to continue to 8 

emphasize Georgetown's values.  My vision was 9 

to make a connection with every part of the 10 

community, including the homeless.  I wanted 11 

to be a positive in the Georgetown 12 

communities. 13 

  Also, I was blessed while at 14 

Georgetown University.  In 2010 I earned my 15 

master's degree in American studies. 16 

  Some of the things that I've done 17 

in working with the community have been the 18 

fall and spring annual cleanups.  These 19 

cleanups take place twice a year.  One part 20 

takes places in West Georgetown and the other 21 
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part in Burleith.  We gather citizens, both 1 

students and permanent residents and we work 2 

together to cleanup the neighbors.  I think 3 

the main purpose of the fall and spring 4 

cleanups is to bring students and permanent 5 

residents together to break down the walls 6 

that sometimes exist between both parties. 7 

  At the end of the cleanup we break 8 

bread, if you will, and sharing food together. 9 

  These community cleanups have been 10 

going on since about the beginning of the 11 

decade, 2000. 12 

  Another one of my duties is 13 

advisor to the Run for Rigby group in member 14 

of Rigby who tragically lost his life in an 15 

off-campus house fire.  This group collects a 16 

fee from each participant who runs the race.  17 

And this money is used to buy fire 18 

extinguishers, carbon monoxide detectors and 19 

smoke detectors which are distributed to our 20 

off-campus students as well as to some 21 
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permanent residents that ask for them. 1 

  In closing, it is an honor and a 2 

privilege to work for. 3 

  Thank you. 4 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Thank you 5 

all very much.  We appreciate your testimony. 6 

  Commissioners, any questions?  7 

Commissioner Selfridge? 8 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Thank 9 

you.  I have some quick questions.  10 

  I apologize, I usually write the 11 

names down, but it's getting a little late. 12 

But the two ladies in the middle.  You've both 13 

been long time Georgetown residents.  It seems 14 

like there's certainly been a change just from 15 

the testimony I've heard tonight between 2000 16 

and 2010.  Do you think that conditions have 17 

gotten worse, gotten better, they're the same? 18 

 What do you think is going on to maybe change 19 

that outlook?  Either one of you. 20 

  MS. BATEMAN:  I'm Grace Bateman. 21 
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  I think they've gotten better.  I 1 

think the off-campus student programs are 2 

working very well. 3 

  As I've said, I've lived in West 4 

Georgetown since 1980, for a very long time. 5 

I've lived near students, there are students 6 

right across the street from us.  Nne of my 7 

neighbors are here.  There are actually very 8 

few people here when you consider the overall 9 

population of Georgetown and Burleith. 10 

  I think what you're seeing are 11 

people who are very badly impacted who live 12 

very close to the University next to a problem 13 

house.  And there are problem houses.  And I 14 

think the University would probably be the 15 

first to admit that there are problem houses. 16 

 But I think there are very few of them.  It's 17 

not a widespread condition at all.  And I 18 

think if it was, you would see many, many more 19 

people here complaining.  I think it's a very 20 

narrow problem and I think it can be tackled 21 
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off-campus student housing programs. 1 

  MS. McFARLANE:  I'm Jonda 2 

McFarlane. And I would second what Grace says. 3 

   There's a -- I don't know how to 4 

say it exactly, but when you move into a 5 

community you look around the community why 6 

are you here, just as the gentleman said?  You 7 

come for certain things. You come for the 8 

vibrancy, you come for the diversity, you come 9 

for all of the advantages that a university in 10 

your presence can cause you, but you know kids 11 

are kids. And they're not mature adults, a lot 12 

of them.  And so there are issues that have to 13 

be worked through. 14 

  Bring the right attitude in and 15 

engaging them as so many of these programs do 16 

is the key.  And when you engage them, this 17 

has always been my experience and I had 18 

students living next door to me for many of my 19 

23 years in Georgetown.  And I've also just 20 

found that it just makes a big difference to 21 
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engage with them.  And it doesn't feel like 1 

the answer to hold the University and most of 2 

the community hostage to impact that while 3 

concerning and serious is not the majority of 4 

what goes on. 5 

  Thank you. 6 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Thank 7 

you, Ms. Bateman, Ms. McFarlane, I appreciate 8 

it. 9 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  And again, I'm bad 10 

on names. But the young woman who just spoke, 11 

Ms. Bateman. 12 

  I'm Jonda McFarlane. 13 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Mrs. McFarlane. 14 

  MS. McFARLANE:  Yes. 15 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Would you turn 16 

your microphone on? 17 

  I'm just curious. You moved out of 18 

Georgetown. 19 

  MS. McFARLANE:  Yes. 20 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  And I just wanted 21 
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to know was it because of the impact of the 1 

students or are you just decided to move on?  2 

I mean, that's your right, but I'm just 3 

curious. 4 

  MS. McFARLANE:  Well, you can tell 5 

I'm getting on.  And my husband -- 6 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  I would have never 7 

known.  No. 8 

  MS. McFARLANE:  Thank you for 9 

that. 10 

  Enough maintenance he said.  You 11 

know, a four story house and all the things 12 

that happen with the house and so forth.  And 13 

it just felt like it was time for us. 14 

  But when we made that decision to 15 

move, we said we want to be as close to 16 

Georgetown, either in Georgetown or as close 17 

to Georgetown as we can be. And so that's why 18 

we stayed as close as we did because we have 19 

enjoyed so much living in this community. 20 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Thank you, 21 
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Ms. McFarlane. 1 

  Mr. Spriggs, I know you knew I was 2 

coming back to you.  Now that I know that 3 

you're doing the SNAP program, you heard a 4 

conversation I had with Commissioner Lewis 5 

about how the SNAP program worked.  I'm not 6 

sure if you were here the other night when the 7 

young lady talked about how she hated for the 8 

SNAP folks to come into her driveway to listen 9 

to see if there were any parties.  But then 10 

tonight I heard from Mr. Lewis that the 11 

program doesn't work. And then I heard from 12 

you that the program is working. 13 

  So, do you actually go out 14 

yourself? 15 

  MR. SPRIGGS:  Yes. I go out and I 16 

make patrols. And we'll go through Burleith, 17 

we'll go though back alleys; anywhere the cars 18 

are accessible, we go through and try to 19 

listen out and see if we hear any kind of loud 20 

parties. 21 
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  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Typically what 1 

hours are you out there? 2 

  MR. SPRIGGS:  We're out there from 3 

10:00 p.m. until 3:00 a.m. 4 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Now do you run 5 

into some parties?  Sometimes you have to go 6 

in there -- 7 

  MR. SPRIGGS:  Yes, we run into 8 

parties.  And we go up to them.  And what 9 

happens is like during the summer or early 10 

spring windows are up and loud noises you can 11 

hear from the street.  And basically we tell 12 

them that you've got to control that.  It 13 

can't be an issue.  And we get good responses 14 

from the students.  They come back and, you 15 

know they say they appreciate us coming there 16 

as opposed to MPD who can issue the citations 17 

or what used to citations and now I guess are 18 

arrests that they can perform.  So the 19 

students appreciate that about it. 20 

  I mean, we don't go in and just 21 
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shutdown everything we hear.  We try to work 1 

with them.  We understand, you know they are 2 

young students and it is the weekend and 3 

they're trying to have a good time.  But they 4 

have to be respectful to the community or to 5 

the neighbors.  And I think they do a pretty 6 

decent job of that. 7 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  You take calls 8 

from the community, right, or how do you get 9 

your calls? 10 

  MR. SPRIGGS:  Yes.  I think the 11 

hot line call goes out to the neighborhoods, 12 

like the ANC.  They know about the hot line 13 

calls.  I think the neighbors know that they 14 

can get us to respond.   Thursday night, 15 

Friday night and Saturday night we're out and 16 

we're patrolling and we're responding to the 17 

hot line. 18 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  So you heard today 19 

that there was a party or something going on 20 

in the daytime, that's no good?  They just 21 
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have to call the police department? 1 

  MR. SPRIGGS:  They have to call -- 2 

I guess they can DPS and DPS will respond if 3 

it's near off-campus. You know, I don't know 4 

really what the deal is. 5 

  MR. DANIELI:  DPS will respond if 6 

it's a University owned townhouse. But as is 7 

said during the daytime, Commissioner, MPD.  8 

Absolutely. 9 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  And no 10 

matter  how big or small a complaint, you 11 

check it out? 12 

  MR. SPRIGGS:  We go and we -- 13 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  How many of you? 14 

  MR. SPRIGGS:  There's two cars 15 

usually on Friday and Saturday nights. One car 16 

on Thursday and two on Friday and Saturday. 17 

And basically they respond to -- one car is 18 

designated Burleith section and the other one 19 

is West Georgetown. 20 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  If we had to 21 
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improve that process, how would you recommend 1 

that we do that?  You don't have to answer if 2 

you don't want to. 3 

  MR. SPRIGGS:  If we had to improve 4 

it? 5 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  The SNAP process, 6 

right. 7 

  MR. SPRIGGS:  Well, you know, I 8 

don't know.  If we can maybe -- more days, 9 

maybe if you want to go more often.  Like, 10 

maybe including Wednesday. 11 

  What happens is this, and I found 12 

it to be true when I was with the Athletic 13 

Department.  The coaches used to say "You 14 

couldn't go out and practice on the weekend." 15 

 I mean party on the weekends. Well, they 16 

didn't do it. They started doing it on 17 

Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.  You know, 18 

they changed their schedule up.   19 

  And now I'm saying that the 20 

students know that we're out there now 21 
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Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights. You may 1 

need to shift it around or maybe pick up a 2 

couple of more days in there and maybe add a 3 

little more coverage or something. 4 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  All right. 5 

 Thank you. 6 

  Commissioner May? 7 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Yes.  First of 8 

all, I thank everyone for coming to testify.  9 

Usually it's for cases like this or many 10 

cases, it's a lot easier for people to get up 11 

the energy to come down and sit through all 12 

these hearings and testify when they've got 13 

something to complain about.  So hearing when 14 

people have something pleasant to say I think 15 

it very important for us. 16 

  I'm still very concerned, though, 17 

about the volume of complaints that we've 18 

already received.  And we've received a lot of 19 

negative letters with some recall awful 20 

stories about bad behavior.  And I know that 21 
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these are sort of the extreme cases, but it 1 

only takes a couple of extreme cases when it's 2 

right next door to you or it's the guy banging 3 

down the door at your house trying to get into 4 

what he thinks is his house for you to get 5 

really upset and be unhappy about the 6 

University's efforts to control that behavior. 7 

  So I'm curious.  For those of you 8 

who have lived in Georgetown for an extended 9 

period, have you also experienced that kind of 10 

behavior yourselves and are you just tolerant 11 

of it, or is it really a rarity and we just 12 

everyone who has experienced it has written us 13 

a letter? 14 

  MS. McFARLANE:  I'd like to 15 

respond to that, if I  could. 16 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Yes. 17 

  MS. McFARLANE:  Because I have had 18 

certainly over 23 years, I had plenty of 19 

chance with neighbors next door.  But I always 20 

found that a couple of things were very 21 
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important. 1 

  First of all, you use the tools 2 

that you're given.  You call the hot line, you 3 

call 311, which I always thought was way 4 

better then 911, or that sort of thing.  You 5 

use those tools, fist of all. 6 

  Secondly, you engage with the 7 

people who are causing the problem when you 8 

can.  I mean, you can't go out on the street 9 

when a drunken crowd of kids is coming down.  10 

But if the kids next door are having a problem 11 

or whatever, you can talk with them. Maybe not 12 

that night, but the next morning. 13 

  And I always have found that not 14 

avoiding it.  You also do things like you put 15 

up storm windows on the front of your house.  16 

You know, you do some of those things that 17 

are-- 18 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  You're in 19 

Georgetown.  You're not allowed to do that in 20 

Georgetown. 21 
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  MS. McFARLANE:  You put them up on 1 

the inside. 2 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  On the inside, 3 

yes. 4 

  MS. McFARLANE:  Anyway, you take 5 

measures.  And I know we've talked about the 6 

white noise and people shouldn't have to do 7 

that.  Well, sure, that's right, you shouldn't 8 

really have to do that. But we don't live in a 9 

perfect world. 10 

  I mean, I live in a different kind 11 

of community now that's just outside of 12 

Georgetown and it has its problems, too.  But 13 

it's just that everyplace you live has 14 

problems.  So you try to find the ways to 15 

accommodate those or you don't, or you go 16 

somewhere else if you can't handle it.   17 

  But you can make a lot of progress 18 

by simply taking it on.  And a lot of people 19 

don't want to take it on, that's my 20 

experience. 21 
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  MS. BATEMAN:  I'd just like to add 1 

briefly my endorsement of what Mrs. McFarlane 2 

said.   3 

  In the 30 years I've lived in 4 

Georgetown, I've lived in four places on the 5 

west side, all between 33rd Street and the 6 

campus. I can't say that I've never heard 7 

street noise at night.  Often times its 8 

adults.  If you sleep in the front of your 9 

house, again if you don't have storm windows, 10 

you're going to hear people on the street.  11 

But we live in a city and cities are noisy. 12 

But I never experienced the kinds of things 13 

that you're suggesting.  But I can imagine 14 

it's possible that others have.  I just think 15 

it's the exception, it's not the rule. 16 

  FATHER O'BRIEN:  Commissioner, 17 

could I just add?  I mean, that behavior is 18 

not tolerated and when it happens we deal with 19 

it. 20 

  MR. TAYLOR:  Sorry.  Can I just 21 
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jump in and say one thing? 1 

  While I don't live on campus, my 2 

sister does. And I've had plenty of friends 3 

who have.  And while there are extreme cases, 4 

and I'm sure my friends, some of them have at 5 

least been involved in.  One thing that I've 6 

found that's been really helpful for my 7 

friends is when neighbors proactively engage 8 

them, I have a lot of friends who -- you know, 9 

at the beginning of the year I know my sister 10 

does it.  They visit all the adult neighbors 11 

and just say "Listen, if there's ever a 12 

problem, this is my phone number. Feel free to 13 

give us a call." 14 

  I think that students, especially 15 

that live off-campus, are pretty respectful 16 

individuals.  And I just wonder if some of the 17 

adults who are here who have had extreme cases 18 

have ever proactively involved or engaged 19 

their college aged neighbors. 20 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  I think we've 21 
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actually heard enough stories to hear kind of 1 

all that range of experiences.  Some people 2 

who have tried very hard to engage and have 3 

not been successful. 4 

  I mean, there are always going to 5 

be people that cause a problem no matter what. 6 

 But I don't think it's the majority, but 7 

again it doesn't need to be a majority if it's 8 

frequent enough and if it effects you 9 

personally enough. So I think that's where 10 

we're having the problem is. 11 

  I mean, I can't tell you the 12 

number of letters we have of people who have 13 

just decided they had to move.  Even though 14 

they knew, they went in eyes wide open and 15 

knowing that they were going into a university 16 

community, and yet after trying to work with 17 

the students that live close to them, they 18 

found themselves having to move.  And it's 19 

really, really compelling if you read all of 20 

the letters that are in the record that we 21 
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have on this. 1 

  MR. MACHIR:  Can I just say 2 

something, an experience I had with a student 3 

that I knew on what Father O'Brien said? 4 

  And this was a student who had 5 

multiple violations.  But rather than -- okay, 6 

you have multiple violations, you're out of 7 

school or what.  This young man had an alcohol 8 

problem the University helped him identify it, 9 

had him leave the University, went and got 10 

appropriate treatment, allowed him to come 11 

back to the University on a probational basis. 12 

 The young man is now flourishing on Wall 13 

Street. And the University helped him resolve 14 

his problem instead of just saying throw you 15 

into the hoosegow or throw you out of the 16 

University. 17 

  So some of these issues, we live 18 

in a society that does have problems.  So I 19 

just wanted to give one anecdotal incident of 20 

where there was multiple problems, the 21 
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University got the bottom of it and helped the 1 

young man turn his life around. 2 

  MS. BATEMAN:  Can I just add one 3 

other point, and I tried to make it in my 4 

testimony? 5 

  I think the group of people here 6 

that we're overlooking are the landlords. I 7 

mean, I believe they are ultimately the 8 

culprits.  They're not here.  They make 9 

enormous economic gain from this rental 10 

housing.  They don't maintain it. They don't 11 

control their tenants. 12 

  I live across the street from a 13 

house that's been rented to students for as 14 

long as I've lived there, ten years.  The 15 

landlord lives next door.  That house is 16 

beautifully maintained.  There's never been a 17 

moment's trouble because if there is, the 18 

landlord's right there to observe it. That is 19 

the vast exception. 20 

  Most of these troublesome 21 
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properties are owned by absentee landlords who 1 

make a great deal of money, exploit the 2 

students.   3 

  And my point is that if the 4 

students were in those housing, there would be 5 

other young groups of people in them.  And at 6 

least we have the University controlling the 7 

situation now. We would not have that if we 8 

had a group of community college students or 9 

even young professionals right out of college. 10 

 They're not that mature sometimes.  I think 11 

we'd have much worse problems. 12 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  I know, many of 13 

them live in my neighborhood. 14 

  MS. BATEMAN:  Yes. 15 

  MS. McFARLANE:  Well, that is 16 

true.  Because the worst offender in my block 17 

was a house that was rented by young 18 

professionals. And it was so frustrating 19 

because we didn't have any tools to deal with 20 

them. 21 
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  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Mr. 1 

Chairman, I just had one other question.  I 2 

wanted to change subjects a little bit. 3 

  When I was reading this March 31st 4 

prehearing submission by the Applicant I was 5 

struck by the repetitive concerns policy that 6 

relates to SNAP.  And I guess, Mr. Spriggs, 7 

are you familiar with that policy? 8 

  MR. SPRIGGS:  What did they call 9 

it? 10 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  They call 11 

it repetitive concerns policy.  And 12 

essentially what it does when three complaints 13 

are verified, and I think "verified" is a SNAP 14 

term, for particular residents, Georgetown 15 

University will add the property to its list 16 

of repetitive concerns.  And what struck me 17 

about this, and I didn't quite know who to ask 18 

or when to ask this but you seem like the 19 

appropriate person now, is that since this was 20 

enacted in June of 2010, which has been a 21 
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year, there has only been two properties that 1 

have had three visits that have been verified. 2 

 And that seems like a really low number. 3 

  If we all kind of agree, or we 4 

don't have to agree, but it seems like a lot 5 

of people are echoing the sentiment that a 6 

majority of the students are good students, 7 

but there is a small minority, perhaps, who 8 

are causing the problems, it seems to me we 9 

would see more of these repetitive concern 10 

properties. 11 

  What's been your experience?  Are 12 

you showing up at the same properties time and 13 

time again? 14 

  MR. SPRIGGS:  I've been doing it, 15 

like I say, for three years. 16 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Yes. 17 

  MR. SPRIGGS:  This fall we had 18 

maybe -- and what happens is this:  We do it 19 

as often as you can.  So I may end up doing it 20 

maybe three times in a month.  And those three 21 
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times that I did it in a month -- 1 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  I'm 2 

sorry.  End up doing what?   3 

  MR. SPRIGGS:  Patrolling.  4 

Patrolling. 5 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Okay.   6 

  MR. SPRIGGS:  And what happens is 7 

you go out, and there's where you receive the 8 

hot line calls.  Now I'm only speaking about 9 

the hot line calls between the hours of 10:00 10 

p.m. and 3:00 a.m., okay?   11 

  And I've not had the kind of 12 

numbers this fall, this past fall and spring, 13 

that I had when I first started doing this.  14 

And that's the only thing I can go on. 15 

  We do the same amount of 16 

patrolling. We go through the neighborhoods 17 

and try to check it out, maybe very 45 minutes 18 

we'll do the route.  We've not had issues.  19 

The house parties seem to be controlled or 20 

managed a lot better then they were when I 21 
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first started doing this.  But the 1 

repetitiveness of it I just haven't witnessed. 2 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  So it 3 

hasn't been your perception that it's a small 4 

number of houses that are leading to most of 5 

these problems? 6 

  MR. SPRIGGS:  It probably is.  We 7 

get a party list. Every night we go out we get 8 

a list of houses that are what they call party 9 

restrictions.  Okay.  And anytime we run 10 

across a house that's having a party that's on 11 

party restrictions, we have the right to go in 12 

there and just basically tell them they need 13 

to shut it down. But we also make note of it 14 

in our report that they are on restriction and 15 

that they were having a party. 16 

  Again, I've not run across that 17 

kind of case where I've had to deal with a 18 

house that's on party restrictions.  It's been 19 

quiet.   20 

  And like I said, when I go up and 21 
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I see a house that has a party going on, you 1 

can look in the front window and see that 2 

there's a party going on, but you don't hear 3 

it from the street, from the sidewalk.  You 4 

can only visually see it.  As a SNAP 5 

personnel, I'm not really concerned about that 6 

house. 7 

  MR. DANIELI:  Also, Commissioner, 8 

the repetitive program if the house gets three 9 

violations, as you said, a letter sent to the 10 

landlord asking his or her cooperation. 11 

  Also, every time Ed or any of the 12 

SNAPers visits a house, there is a report made 13 

and the students in that house are called in 14 

to see my Director, Ms. Koester, and explain 15 

why there was a problem at that house. 16 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Thank 17 

you. 18 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Any 19 

questions? 20 

  Do we have any cross-examination 21 
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from the Applicant?  Okay.   1 

  Mr. Lewis, do you have any cross-2 

examination? 3 

  Ms. Haas, do you have any cross-4 

examination? 5 

  Mr. Hinds, any cross-examination? 6 

  Mr. Clements? 7 

  And Mr. Avery?  Sure.  I'm not 8 

sure who will get up, but hopefully it's not 9 

the person you're going to ask the question 10 

to. 11 

  MR. AVERY:  It's Ms. McFarlane, 12 

right?  Yes. 13 

  MS. McFARLANE:  Yes. 14 

  MR. AVERY:  I want to pursue the 15 

issue of the loop road, maybe not 16 

surprisingly.  If I listen to you, you said 17 

that you endorse the concept of the loop road. 18 

And I want to make sure I understand is it the 19 

concept of a loop road where buses enter off 20 

of Canal Road, pick up passengers or drop 21 
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passengers, and then return to Canal Road or 1 

are you endorsing the specific proposal that 2 

Georgetown has to put a loop road next to a 3 

national park? 4 

  MS. McFARLANE:  I'm endorsing the 5 

concept of having a loop road. Actually, what 6 

I'm endorsing is the concept of getting those 7 

buses in and out of Canal Road.  If they have 8 

to beam them in and out, or put wings on them, 9 

or whatever they do; that's where the problem 10 

is for those people.  And, of course, 11 

everybody knows that the traffic comes down 12 

34th and it comes down 35th from on Prospect 13 

Street, from everywhere in the northwest area, 14 

upper northwest, to get to the bridges.  And 15 

so you've got to find a better way to get all 16 

that University traffic out of that mix. 17 

  I mean, I've worked with Mr. Lewis 18 

and others working on with Karin Frank and 19 

others at the University trying to find ways 20 

to get those buses to turn around and get in 21 
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and out.  And a lot of ways it seemed to me 1 

that it would be possible, they said weren't 2 

possible.  So if the loop road is what's 3 

possible, I'm for a loop road. 4 

  MR. AVERY:  So you're saying, so 5 

let me -- it's you want the buses off of 6 

Prospect Street -- 7 

  MS. McFARLANE:  Yes. 8 

  MR. AVERY:  Out the east -- 9 

  MS. McFARLANE:  I went them in and 10 

out of Canal Road. 11 

  MR. AVERY:  And that's 12 

Georgetown's responsibility, if that's what 13 

you're saying.  It's their responsibility.  14 

You want them to use buses.   15 

  So, would you also endorse the 16 

view that somebody, for example, who moved 17 

next to a national park and all of a sudden 18 

has to look at buses across the way, that also 19 

impinges upon those people as well.  The park 20 

is also a neighbor.  So if there is a method 21 
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of having those buses turn around, that seems 1 

to be the only problem, in Georgetown campus 2 

itself, if they were to go up, turn around and 3 

come out, would that satisfy you for what you 4 

want? 5 

  MS. McFARLANE:  It's not that it 6 

has to be a loop road for me to make me happy. 7 

I just want those buses going in and out of 8 

Canal Road.  And so this is the proposal, so I 9 

endorse it because it seems like an answer to 10 

that problem.  But I am not opposed to other 11 

solutions if there are some. 12 

  MR. AVERY:  So any solution that 13 

would work that would get -- okay. 14 

  MS. McFARLANE:  Absolutely. 15 

  MR. AVERY:  Thank you. 16 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Thank you. 17 

   And we want to thank this panel. 18 

We greatly appreciate your testimony. 19 

  Yes, sir? 20 

  MR. DANIELI:  Commissioner, may I 21 
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say one thing?  In reference to earlier 1 

testimony as far as trash goes, I really feel 2 

that this year, this spring and this fall that 3 

the University has made an effort through its 4 

students to improve the neighborhoods as far 5 

as trash goes.  I really think there's less 6 

trash both in West Georgetown and Burleith.  7 

  And also for everybody here, the 8 

University -- 9 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Let me just say 10 

this:  Everything you say can be cross-11 

examined. 12 

  MR. DANIELI:  Sure.  That's fine. 13 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  And if you want to 14 

do an advertisement, what I'm trying to do is 15 

get to the next person, so if you can make it 16 

real brief, I appreciate it. 17 

  MR. DANIELI:  What I want to say 18 

is the University and the private contractor 19 

will be picking up trash this month of May 20 

through June the 1st, student. If there are 21 
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any student houses where there's trash in 1 

front of the house in Burleith in the alleys 2 

to give me a call, I'll take care of it. 3 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  And what's your 4 

number?  Give us your number. 5 

  MR. DANIELI:  Yes.  687-3428. 6 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Thank you very 7 

much. 8 

  Any cross-examination of what he 9 

said?  Okay.   10 

  Did everybody get the phone 11 

number?  Okay.   12 

  All right.  Thank you all.  We 13 

appreciate it. 14 

  Okay.  Mr. Hinds, if you'll come 15 

forward.  I want you to work with me on this. 16 

  You have two witnesses, or which 17 

witness do you have that cannot come back on 18 

the 2nd? 19 

  MR. HINDS:  Mr. Oberlander. 20 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Mr. Oberlander? 21 
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  MR. HINDS:  Mr. Oberlander, the-- 1 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Well, here's what 2 

we can do.  Can we just get Mr. Oberlander's 3 

testimony tonight, cross-examine Mr. 4 

Oberlander only.  We'll start the clock.  5 

We'll prorate everything and what you don't 6 

use tonight for the rest of the parties, okay? 7 

  MR. HINDS:  Yes. 8 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  That way we get to 9 

what you need. 10 

  MR. HINDS:  Mr. Oberlander has 15 11 

minutes. 12 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  He has 15 minutes? 13 

  MR. HINDS:  That's his allotted 14 

time in our schedule. 15 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Fine. 16 

  MR. HINDS:  Mr. Oberlander? 17 

  While Mr. Oberlander is coming up, 18 

let me just introduce him. He's the former 19 

Director of the National Capital Planning 20 

Commission. He has over 50 years experience in 21 
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urban planning and development and D.C. campus 1 

planning in particular.  And has qualified as 2 

an expert before the Zoning Commission.  His 3 

résumé is on file. 4 

  Mr. Oberlander has also submitted 5 

an extensive report that he did on the Campus 6 

Plan, which I believe he is going to summarize 7 

for you. 8 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  Mr. Chairman and 9 

Members of the Commission, Hood and Selfridge 10 

and Mr. May, I've been introduced.  For the 11 

record, my name is George Oberlander.   12 

  A copy of my report has been 13 

submitted to you. It looks like this.  I hope 14 

you've received it. 15 

  Due to the hearing time -- 16 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  You asked him to 17 

be qualified as an expert? 18 

  MR. HINDS:  Yes. 19 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  I'm sure 20 

that's no problem.  Okay.   21 
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  MR. OBERLANDER:  Due to the 1 

hearing time constraints, my testimony will 2 

only summarize the content and my conclusions. 3 

But before presenting my conclusions, I'd like 4 

to call your attention to certain specific 5 

factual matters pertaining to student off-6 

campus residential locations and the currently 7 

existing objectionable impacts they are 8 

creating in the neighborhood adjacent to the 9 

University. 10 

  First, the West Georgetown and 11 

Burleith neighbors are severely impacted due 12 

to the previous Campus Plans that were 13 

approved by BZA.  Not by the Zoning Commission 14 

but by BZA.  By the quantity and quality of 15 

the many off-campus student group homes. 16 

  The Burleith Housing Survey, which 17 

was included in my report, found a 165 units 18 

or 31 percent of the total Burleith housing 19 

stock surveyed accommodating students.  The 20 

figure may actually be higher due to some lack 21 
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of survey response and the fact that only 1 

group houses were encountered. 2 

  In 2010 student occupied nine of 3 

22 homes or 41 percent of the 1900 block of 4 

38th Street Northwest in Burleith.   5 

  Many student group homes are 6 

poorly maintained and investor properties.  7 

And you've heard about that quite often. 8 

  Collectively and individually 9 

these and other identifiable objectionable 10 

conditions adversely impact the quality of 11 

life in Burleith and West Georgetown.  That is 12 

indicated in the Office of Planning May 5th 13 

report as similar objectionable findings to my 14 

report. 15 

  The continued influx of Georgetown 16 

University students alters the existing low 17 

density residential character and stability of 18 

these and other nearby neighborhoods. Again, 19 

that was verified in the OP report of student 20 

off-campus locations. 21 
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  Now there are additional examples 1 

of specific impacts.  In 2009 there were 477 2 

911 disorderly phone calls concerning 3 

disorderly conduct, destruction or damage of 4 

property and possession of open liquor 5 

containers.  That again was verified in the OP 6 

May 5th report. 7 

  When mapping disorderly conduct 8 

calls by street location, it is evident that 9 

group home locations close to the campus 10 

generate the greater number of calls.  Again, 11 

this was verified in the OP report. 12 

  To provide a sense of daily 13 

incidence affecting the neighborhood quality 14 

of life, during the four months between 15 

September and December 2009 there was an 16 

average of 78 calls per month.   17 

  The students living in University 18 

owned off-campus west side of 36th Street, 19 

which is Magis Row houses, you've heard about 20 

that tonight, significantly disrupt the lives 21 
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of property owners and residents adjacent and 1 

across 36th Street. 2 

  I have reviewed the Citizens 3 

Association of Georgetown and the Burleith 4 

Citizens Association data tables, charts and 5 

graphics presented to you, or will be 6 

presented to you in the next hearing.  They 7 

clearly document the cumulative adverse 8 

impacts created by the concentration of 9 

students living in residential one-family 10 

homeowner properties converted to group homes 11 

and dormitory living.  The lessons from the 12 

Georgetown University campus plan expansion 13 

nearby demonstrate that the existing problems 14 

in Burleith and West Georgetown will only be 15 

compounded if additional students take up 16 

residency adjacent to GU.   17 

  Based on my review of the Campus 18 

Plan as amended and the relevant factual 19 

background, I reached ceratin conclusions set 20 

forth in the report which I now summarize. 21 
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  The major adverse impacts have 1 

been and continue to be generated by the 2 

current number and concentration of students 3 

living near the University. 4 

  In the 2020 Campus Plan there is 5 

no adequate addressing of those needs to 6 

reduce the concentration of students in group 7 

housing living in and adjoining low density 8 

residential area. 9 

  The recent conditional offer of 10 

250 new undergraduate housing units is 11 

inadequate.  My report examined the impact of 12 

the construction of a 780 bed South Quadrangle 13 

construction in the year 2003.  That large 14 

dormitory did absorb some of the off-campus 15 

undergraduates, but the number of units 16 

vacated in the community were refilled by the 17 

year 2009. 18 

  Two hundred and fifty students at 19 

six to a house is, at most, a reduction of 42 20 

houses or 15 percent of the 275 undergraduate 21 
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residents in West Georgetown and Burleith 1 

living there in the fall of 2010.  To achieve 2 

the required favorable impact on the community 3 

housing, over four times that number of 4 

undergraduates must provide housing. 5 

  The proposed graduate enrollment 6 

increase will further increase transiency in 7 

Burleith and West Georgetown contrary to the 8 

Comprehensive Plan policies, among which is 9 

and I quote "Relieving growth pressures on 10 

neighborhoods adjacent to the existing 11 

campus." 12 

  The new proposed IPEDS total head 13 

count of 15,000 without a substantial on-14 

campus housing increase will only exacerbate 15 

the existing adverse impact on the surrounding 16 

neighborhood.  An increase in graduate 17 

enrollment of almost a thousand students will 18 

likely lead to an increase in the 152 graduate 19 

residence in West Georgetown and Burleith.  20 

This is based on the data submitted by the 21 
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University. 1 

  The number of graduates living in 2 

Burleith jumped 22 percent in the last ten 3 

years. It is difficult to predict with any 4 

accuracy the number of graduate students who 5 

may try to live in the adjoining communities 6 

since the additional 1,000 is on top of the 7 

graduate enrollment of around 6,000 students 8 

for whom the University provides no housing. 9 

  The concentration of student 10 

housing has altered the one family home 11 

ownership character of large sections of the 12 

adjoining neighborhood to transient conditions 13 

adversely impacting the quality of daily life 14 

and contrary to the intent of the R-3 zoning 15 

in place.  And this is also related to the 16 

tipping point that OP has discussed. 17 

  The Zoning regulations seek to 18 

prevent the undue concentration of population 19 

and the use of land, as well as lessen 20 

congestion in the streets.  The projected 21 
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total campus population of around 24,000 1 

students, faculty and employees by 2020 is, in 2 

my opinion, an undue concentration of people 3 

on this site and it will increase congestion 4 

in the already congested streets surrounding 5 

the University.  One or more satellite campus 6 

is the only responsible way for the University 7 

to grow, a conclusion that the University 8 

itself seems to have blatantly recognized with 9 

respect to the School of Continuing Studies.  10 

  The adjoining neighborhoods cannot 11 

tolerate additional conversions to group 12 

housing without completely losing the 13 

character and fabric of the District as 14 

contemplated in the R-3 zoning as well as in 15 

the established Historic District of 16 

Georgetown. 17 

  Approving the submitted Campus 18 

Plan and special exception without substantial 19 

specific changes in the form of enforceable 20 

conditions such as provisions for adequate 21 
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main campus and/or satellite campus 1 

undergraduate housing would be inconsistent 2 

with the various policies of the District 3 

elements of the Comprehensive Plan for the 4 

National Capital.  The plan should not be 5 

approved as presented, even with the suggested 6 

amendments, because use as a university has 7 

become objectionable to neighboring property 8 

because of the individual and cumulative 9 

noise, traffic, number of students and the 10 

other identified objectionable conditions in 11 

violations of regulations which have been 12 

discussed this evening.  The plan does not 13 

adequately mitigate those objectionable 14 

conditions, and instead proposed to exacerbate 15 

them. 16 

  An additional reason for denying 17 

the special exception approval is the fact 18 

that the plan would and I quote "tend to 19 

affect adversely the use of neighboring 20 

property" in violation of the Zoning 21 
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regulations, 11 DCMR Section 3104. 1 

  My report concludes that the 2 

submitted Campus Plan should be revised to 3 

incorporate the objective of housing all 4 

undergraduates on the main campus to the 5 

maximum extent possible and to house the 6 

remainder, including any additional graduate 7 

students, in University owned or rented 8 

housing in a satellite campus outside the Zip 9 

Code 20007 in keeping with the policies of the 10 

Comprehensive Plan. 11 

  Due to community opposition, the 12 

University is now making last minute 13 

amendments to its plan in order to obtain the 14 

Commission's approval.  The OP report seems to 15 

accept this December 30, 2010 filing, and the 16 

more recent conditional modifications as 17 

further proposed to be modified by OP as 18 

adequately thought out Campus Plan.  In my 19 

opinion, the document lacks complete campus-20 

wide integration. 21 

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
  

  Proposing to consider the 250,000 1 

square foot Leavey Student Center as a 2 

location for 250 undergraduate units is 3 

inadequate.  The construction of on-campus 4 

student housing needs to be a more immediate 5 

priority for the University and incorporated 6 

into the revised plan. 7 

  Now briefly let me review some of 8 

the recommendations of the Office of Planning. 9 

  The Office of Planning recommends 10 

that the Campus Plan be approved with 11 

conditions. The report lists 14 conditions 12 

dealing with enrollment, campus housing, 13 

enrollment calculations, medical facilities 14 

and the need for more information.  The report 15 

finds, as my report does, that the number of 16 

students, noise and traffic has created 17 

objectionable conditions to neighboring 18 

residential priorities.  19 

  It also expresses, and I quote, 20 

"OP's concern that the maximum total 21 
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enrollment of students proposed in the 1 

prehearing statement at a total of 15,000 by 2 

the fall of 2013, of which 6,652 would be 3 

undergraduate, places the surrounding 4 

neighborhood at the tipping point of 5 

diminished residential character." 6 

  The OP report lists relevant 7 

policies of the Comprehensive Plan, as my 8 

report does, and finds that the proposed plan 9 

is inconsistent with many of the policies of 10 

the Comprehensive Plan, including minimizing 11 

impact and reducing housing pressures on 12 

surrounding residential communities, providing 13 

on-campus housing and supporting neighborhood 14 

conservation. 15 

  The OP findings reiterates my 16 

findings that the Campus Plan application 17 

submitted December 30, 2010 violates the 18 

Zoning regulations provisions dealing with 19 

adverse objectionable impacts and is 20 

inconsistent with the Comprehensive Plan for 21 
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the National Capital.  Therefore, the December 1 

30th application should be rejected. 2 

  In conclusion, the Burleith and 3 

Citizens Association of Georgetown believe 4 

that based on the OP report and the report 5 

that I have presented, and I hope you have an 6 

opportunity to read, the Commission can and 7 

should specifically direct the University to 8 

revise its Campus Plan to incorporate all of 9 

the OP recommended conditions which are 10 

consistent with the recommendations in my 11 

report dealing with enrollment and housing. 12 

  The only suggested additions are 13 

to accelerate the provisions of undergraduate 14 

housing for at least 250 students to the fall 15 

of 2013 and to delay any increase in graduate 16 

enrollment until the University has met its 17 

obligation to house 100 percent of traditional 18 

undergraduate enrollment. 19 

  These conditions if specifically 20 

mandated by the Commission and integrated into 21 
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the Modified Campus Plan and followed or 1 

carried out by the University will over time 2 

help mitigate and reduce identified 3 

objectionable impacts currently existing in 4 

the adjoining neighborhoods.  In my opinion, 5 

providing on-campus housing for all 6 

undergraduates would further enhance the image 7 

of the University and the student academic 8 

experience.  Providing some graduate housing 9 

on or off campus would also contribute to 10 

stabilizing the adjoining the neighborhoods by 11 

further reducing transiency. 12 

  Thank you for your review of my 13 

report and considering my testimony.  And I'd 14 

be most happy to answer any questions you may 15 

have. 16 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Thank you very 17 

much, Mr. Oberlander. 18 

  Commissioners, any questions?  Any 19 

questions? 20 

  I really think for me your 21 
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testimony was straightforward.  I'm looking 1 

forward to reviewing it additionally. 2 

  Commissioners, any questions? 3 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  I'm 4 

sorry, Mr. Chairman.  I do have one quick 5 

question. 6 

  I've reviewed this report and I 7 

wasn't sure where it was, but I should 8 

probably get it from Mr. Oberlander. Bear with 9 

me while I find it.  I tagged it. 10 

  Back of your report, page 44. It's 11 

right before the appendix.  Second to last 12 

paragraph, "The Campus Plan provides no 13 

estimate of the number of additional 14 

dormitories that could be accommodated without 15 

significantly changing the plan.  The 16 

University architects provided a May 30, 2009 17 

option phase presentation final located about 18 

141,000 square feet of residential housing on 19 

three sites.  This option is not included in 20 

the plan." 21 
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  We've never seen that.  What is 1 

that document? 2 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  I was provided by 3 

the Citizens Association of Georgetown a 4 

report that was presented at one of the 5 

community meetings by the architects of the 6 

University who had made a study of where 7 

additional housing sites could be located on 8 

the campus, and that's the reference that I 9 

make to it. 10 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Could 11 

that be provided to us, the report? 12 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  Yes, certainly. 13 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  I'd be 14 

curious to see it. 15 

  MR. HINDS:  We'd be happy to 16 

provide it.  It was a study by Mr. Cooper for 17 

the University and it identified these 18 

locations where the University could build.  19 

And the University, it's my understanding and 20 

I believe it's set forth in their Campus Plan, 21 
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rejected all of his sites and have on their 1 

own initiative picked the Leavey Center as a 2 

better site. 3 

  COMMISSIONER SELFRIDGE:  Great. 4 

Thank you. 5 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Any other 6 

questions?  Okay.   7 

  We have the cross-examination from 8 

Applicant.  Do you have 40 questions for him 9 

as well? 10 

  MS. DWYER:  I did, but I cut them 11 

down to 20, or even less. 12 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.   13 

  MS. DWYER:  In the interest of 14 

time. 15 

  And, Mr. Oberlander, let me start 16 

by just saying you said in your testimony this 17 

evening that the OP findings reiterate your 18 

study findings that the Campus Plan 19 

application submitted December 30, 2010 20 

violates the Zoning regulations.  But isn't 21 
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your report, dated December 10, 2010, which 1 

was prior to the Campus Plan even being filed? 2 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  That's right. But 3 

the findings in my report are similar to the 4 

findings that were provided by OP at a later 5 

date. 6 

  MS. DWYER:  But you made these 7 

findings even -- 8 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  Timing doesn't 9 

have any different -- doesn't make any 10 

difference. 11 

  MS. DWYER:  But you made these 12 

findings before you even saw the University's 13 

Campus Plan filing? 14 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  Well, but they 15 

were similar findings; that's why I use the 16 

term "reiterates my findings." 17 

  MS. DWYER:  What did you base your 18 

findings on if it wasn't on the University's 19 

Campus Plan? 20 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  The date, 21 
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actually, is updated March -- I'm reminded it 1 

is updated March -- 2 

  MS. DWYER:  Right, I realize it's 3 

updated. But the initial report was dated 4 

December 10th.  And what data and information 5 

did you base your initial report on? 6 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  On the data 7 

that's included in the appendices, all of the 8 

data, and the University's own data as well. 9 

  MS. DWYER:  Which hadn't yet been 10 

filed with the Commission.  I'm just trying to 11 

clarify that. 12 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  Well, the data 13 

that had been submitted to the community in 14 

its various draft plans that were presented, 15 

which were basically refashioned in some form 16 

but minor adjustments were made in terms of 17 

numbers and in terms of the changes in any of 18 

the potential impacts. 19 

  MS. DWYER:  All right.  You note 20 

in your report that the University has 21 
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submitted ten Campus Plans for approval.  Has 1 

CAG ever supported a Georgetown University 2 

Campus Plan?  Has the Citizens Association of 3 

Georgetown ever supported a Campus Plan for 4 

Georgetown University? 5 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  You'd have to ask 6 

that if the Citizens Association of 7 

Georgetown.  I can only talk about my 8 

experience with NCPC when we were the city 9 

planning agency as well as the federal 10 

planning agency and the reviews that we did of 11 

those Campus Plans. 12 

  Georgetown supported some, as I 13 

recall it.  But the issues -- very frankly, 14 

the issues addressed in the plans were never 15 

carried out in those plans. The issue of where 16 

students were living outside the campus.  The 17 

BZA never really adequately addressed that.  18 

And the most recent plans have not addressed 19 

that either. And the current plan doesn't 20 

address that either. 21 
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  MS. DWYER:  I'm just wondering, 1 

since you indicate in your testimony and your 2 

report that you've extensively examined the 3 

prior Campus Plans and how all of the quotes 4 

of materials, I was just wondering if you knew 5 

whether the Citizens Association of Georgetown 6 

had ever supported them. 7 

  Do you know whether the Citizens 8 

Association of Georgetown has filed a court 9 

appeal of every Campus Plan by Georgetown? 10 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  That I do know, 11 

yes. And there are citations in the report to 12 

that effect. 13 

  MS. DWYER:  That the Citizens 14 

Association of Georgetown has appealed very 15 

Campus Plan? 16 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  Not that wording, 17 

but that the Citizens Association of 18 

Georgetown had contested the decisions of the 19 

BZA, yes. 20 

  MR. HINDS:  I would note for the 21 
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record that the last appeal was by the 1 

University of an unfavorable BZA decision, not 2 

by Citizens Association of Georgetown. 3 

  MS. DWYER:  And to clarify, did 4 

the Citizens Association of Georgetown 5 

participate in the remand and rehearing of 6 

that by the D.C. Court of Appeals? 7 

  MR. HINDS:  We participated. 8 

  MS. DWYER:  Thank you. 9 

  You note in your report on page 5 10 

that the 1971 plan projected an outside limit 11 

not to exceed 10,000 students. Does the 1971 12 

plan projection mean that the University 13 

cannot change its projection 40 years later? 14 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  In a plan, as you 15 

know, you've experienced a lot of plans in 16 

your lifetime so far, you can change a plan,  17 

you can amend a plan.  But when you present a 18 

document as a special exceptions to the Zoning 19 

Commission or the BZA as it was done 20 

previously, the University made a commitment 21 
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that its plan would not exceed 10,000 students 1 

that in total enrollment.  That is a 2 

commitment that the University made and they 3 

changed that commitment or they dropped that 4 

idea, obviously, because they've got more 5 

students there now then 10,000. 6 

  MS. DWYER:  And with each Campus 7 

Plan when every ten years expires, isn't the 8 

University permitted to reevaluate its 9 

priorities and its projections and make new 10 

commitments? 11 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  Planning is that 12 

you can amend plans, yes. 13 

  MS. DWYER:  You state that the 14 

1990 Campus Plan had a goal of 100 percent 15 

housing and wasn't this goal changed to 84 16 

percent and -- 17 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  No, there was no 18 

housing commitment of a 100 percent in 19 

previous plans. 20 

  MS. DWYER:  There was a goal in 21 
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the 1990 Campus Plan -- 1 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  A goal, yes. 2 

Right. 3 

  MS. DWYER:  -- and in the 2000 4 

Campus Plan wasn't that goal changed to 84 5 

percent? 6 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  Yes. 7 

  MS. DWYER:  All right.  At the 8 

bottom of page 5 you talk about the yearly 9 

increase in students, faculty and staff and 10 

visitors. And I wanted to ask you, was any 11 

increase in growth permitted? 12 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  When you have a 13 

cap established by the BZA, you shouldn't be 14 

exceeding that cap.  Unfortunately, in my 15 

opinion, the University plays a numbers games 16 

with these student numbers.  And it's very 17 

confusing as to what numbers of students are 18 

really on campus or not.  So you can -- yes, 19 

you can change the policy and that's what is-- 20 

in terms of the amount of land available, in 21 
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terms of the amount of buildings and the use 1 

of buildings and the need for reconstructing 2 

some of the buildings and upgrading them.  3 

Those are the things that the University 4 

should be doing, not adding more and more 5 

students to the campus. 6 

  MS. DWYER:  But the University has 7 

only had a cap on its traditional 8 

undergraduates, is that correct? 9 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  Yes, correct. 10 

  MS. DWYER:  So the other 11 

categories, graduate students, faculty and 12 

staff have never been capped? 13 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  Never been 14 

capped, except by the intended 10,000 total 15 

enrollment that the University said it would 16 

follow several years back. 17 

  MS. DWYER:  But that didn't apply 18 

to faculty or staff? 19 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  No. 20 

  MS. DWYER:  No?  And so my 21 

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
  

question is putting aside the cap which the 1 

University has abided by and would continue to 2 

abide by, is there any increase in growth in 3 

the other categories that would be appropriate 4 

or permitted over the last 20 years? 5 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  Well, in my 6 

opinion there needs to be a total body count 7 

for this 104 acres of land.  The medical 8 

activities, the academic activities, the 9 

sporting activities, athletic activities all 10 

of the student activities on campus have a 11 

limit, in my opinion.  Because there aren't 12 

enough square feet to accommodate the 13 

students.  There's not enough square feet of 14 

athletic facilities to do all the things that 15 

the University wants to pursue.  So there has 16 

to be a limit in terms of the quantity of 17 

number of people coming to and from the campus 18 

each day. 19 

  MS. DWYER:  All right.  You 20 

mentioned studies from other jurisdictions.  21 
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Have you reviewed the Bolan Smart study which 1 

focused on Burleith and West Georgetown and 2 

shows that property values have gone up and 3 

home ownership has gone up, and the number of 4 

families has remained stable? 5 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  I reviewed the 6 

Bolan report of the year 2000.  Those 7 

projections did not come true.  I have seen 8 

the Bolan Smart study for this Campus Plan and 9 

those are the projections, I have not 10 

evaluated those projections, no. 11 

  MS. DWYER:  And the Bolan Smart 12 

study not only projects forward but doesn't it 13 

also look back over the last ten years to see 14 

what impact students have had on property 15 

values in the neighborhood? 16 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  They have. I 17 

don't recall specifically. 18 

  MS. DWYER:  All right.  At the 19 

bottom of page 7 when you're talking about 20 

undergraduate students living off campus, are 21 
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you including both undergraduate students and 1 

graduate students in those numbers? 2 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  Which students 3 

are you talking about? 4 

  MS. DWYER:  At the bottom of page 5 

7.  I'm talking about the number of students. 6 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  The specific 7 

impact example of campus increase? 8 

  MS. DWYER:  Right.  Right.  And 9 

are you including both graduates and 10 

undergraduate students? 11 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  In this case I 12 

think they were primarily undergraduate 13 

students. 14 

  MS. DWYER:  Primarily 15 

undergraduate students.  All right.  Thank 16 

you. 17 

  You also conclude in your report 18 

that the proposed enrollment increase will 19 

further increase transients in Burleith and 20 

Georgetown. Where is the date for your 21 
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statement? 1 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  Well, that's an 2 

analysis of the existing conditions.  The 3 

transiency is represented by students moving 4 

in and moving out each semester or each year, 5 

both graduates and undergraduates.  My 6 

knowledge and my experience with other 7 

universities in this city and other cities 8 

indicates that students are transients.  They 9 

may live in the community up to four years and 10 

then that's a transiency also.  But what I'm 11 

referring to here is really a yearly or half 12 

year transiency -- 13 

  MS. DWYER:  Right. 14 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  -- where students 15 

live there for a while, may participant in 16 

community activities as we heard at the last 17 

hearing, and that's very good that they do, 18 

but they are transient, too.  They're not 19 

there for a longer period of time. 20 

  MS. DWYER:  Okay.  At the bottom 21 
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of page 11 you state that even graduate 1 

students should be required to live in 2 

University housing outside of the code 20007 3 

which you say is a policy of the Comprehensive 4 

Plan.  Can you provide the section in the 5 

Comprehensive Plan that says that? 6 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  It doesn't 7 

address it in the wording that you just posed. 8 

What the Comprehensive Plan does is that the 9 

University's student enrollment should not 10 

have these adverse impacts on the 11 

neighborhood. And this transiency is an 12 

adverse impact; that's what I'm referring to. 13 

  MS. DWYER:  But you include in 14 

that graduate students as well? 15 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  Yes. 16 

  MS. DWYER:  Even though a graduate 17 

student may have a family in the neighborhood? 18 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  Yes.  The 19 

family's as transient as well as single 20 

individuals. 21 
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  MS. DWYER:  And what about a 1 

person who lives in the Burleith or West 2 

Georgetown community has a family and decides 3 

to take a grad course at Georgetown 4 

University?  They should be required to move 5 

out of 20007 by virtue of that? 6 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  No. 7 

  MS. DWYER:  No?  Okay.   8 

  On page 17 you are again talking 9 

about the 1990 Campus Plan and finding a fact 10 

24.  And I wanted to ask you wasn't this 11 

expressly addressed in the 2000 Campus Plan 12 

and wasn't the University found to be in 13 

compliance with all of the 1990 plan 14 

conditions? 15 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  The wording in 16 

the BZA Order was to that effect, yes. 17 

  MS. DWYER:  And hasn't the 18 

University been found to be in compliance with 19 

 its Campus Plan conditions in all of its 20 

Camps Plans? 21 
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  MR. OBERLANDER:  Well, again, in 1 

my interpretation of the Orders that BZA has 2 

issued, they were too lenient in not enforcing 3 

what they originally said.  They originally 4 

said in the 1990 plan that the University's 5 

impact is very adverse to the -- and that was 6 

remanded and changed.  Well, from a planning 7 

standpoint that was done through a legal 8 

process, but not a planning process. 9 

  MS. DWYER:  Okay.   On page 22 you 10 

state that in 1973 NCPC recommended that the 11 

University not build in the central part of 12 

its campus as opposed to east of the gates.  13 

But the BZA did not agree with NCPC, is that 14 

correct? 15 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  That was the 16 

NCPC's recommendation at the time, yes. 17 

  MS. DWYER:  And didn't the BZA 18 

approve several projects each of 37th Street? 19 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  Yes. 20 

  MS. DWYER:  On pages 24 and 25 you 21 
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again review the GW Campus Plan history.  And 1 

I wanted to ask you whether the GW 2 

neighborhood was comparable to Georgetown and 3 

Burleith? 4 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  Not from a pure 5 

land use point of view.  But in terms of the 6 

volume of students and the impacts on the 7 

residential portion of George Washington, yes. 8 

  MS. DWYER:  Okay.  On page 29 9 

using the Burleith survey data you state that 10 

the number of student houses in Burleith 11 

increased by 13 over the last ten years.  So, 12 

a little more than one per year, is that 13 

correct? 14 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  Yes.  Accessing 15 

it that way, yes. 16 

  MS. DWYER:  And that number 17 

includes residents who may have chosen to rent 18 

a basement apartment in order to make some 19 

money, is that not correct? 20 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  Well, I don't 21 
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know that for a fact "to make some money," no. 1 

  MS. DWYER:  Well, it includes 2 

basement apartments and one or two students 3 

living in a house? 4 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  I believe so, 5 

yes. 6 

  MS. DWYER:  And from this 13 7 

number over the last ten years you are 8 

predicting 36 over the next ten years even 9 

though the University's enrollment growth will 10 

be less then it was the last ten years? 11 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  I would prefer 12 

you to ask the Burleith representatives who 13 

did the survey.  I'm just using the data from 14 

the survey.  Ask them that when you have an 15 

opportunity to do that, okay? 16 

  MS. DWYER:  All right.  I will do 17 

that. 18 

  On page 35 you state the faculty 19 

and staff have objectionable impacts. And I 20 

wanted to know what data you have to support 21 
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that statement? 1 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  What's the 2 

reference on 35? 3 

  MS. DWYER:  On page 35 you state 4 

that faculty and staff have objectionable 5 

impacts. 6 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  What line are you 7 

on? 8 

  MS. DWYER:  Your first bullet you 9 

talk about the plan becoming objectionable. 10 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  Oh, proposed 11 

number of students, faculty and staff.  It's a 12 

quantity of people using and occupying the 13 

space on a day-to-day basis.  That's what the 14 

reference is to. 15 

  MS. DWYER:  So, are you -- 16 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  Whether it's 17 

faculty or students in my opinion doesn't make 18 

any difference.  It's a matter of how the land 19 

is used by the quantity of people that are 20 

using the land.  The density of population. 21 
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  MS. DWYER:  Right.  And so are you 1 

proposing that there be a ap on the number of 2 

employees on the campus? 3 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  I didn't spell it 4 

out in that way, no.  What I am proposing is 5 

it be a total capacity -- excuse me.  A total 6 

a cap on the numbers of people that come to 7 

and from the 104 acres of land that the 8 

University currently owns on this site. 9 

  MS. DWYER:  And then it would be 10 

up to the University to determine what that 11 

cap includes, whether they reduce faculty and 12 

staff or students? 13 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  Yes.  Yes. 14 

  MS. DWYER:  And finally, I just 15 

wanted to clarify that your report only 16 

addresses the West Georgetown and Burleith 17 

communities and not Foxhall, is that correct? 18 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  That's right. 19 

  MS. DWYER:  All right.  Thank you. 20 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Thank you 21 
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very much. 1 

  Any cross-examination?  Mr. Lewis, 2 

any cross-examination? 3 

  Ms. Haas, any cross-examination? 4 

  ANC COMMISSIONER HAAS:  On pages 5 

39 and 40 you mentioned the loop road. I'm 6 

wondering would you consider building a road 7 

along the park a good idea? 8 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  As a what? 9 

  ANC COMMISSIONER HAAS:  Would you 10 

consider building a road on a steep slope 11 

overlooking the park a good idea? 12 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  Well, there are 13 

roads in parks.  There are parkways throughout 14 

this metropolitan area where you can combine a 15 

road into a park.  So whether it's a good idea 16 

or not is not the question. The issue is 17 

whether it's needed as a roadway to serve 18 

vehicles or to serve the population; that's 19 

the purpose.  And in my opinion having a loop 20 

road in this location on University campus is 21 
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not a bad idea as long as there is no 1 

opportunity for traffic to go through from 2 

Canal Road to Reservoir Road.  That was the 3 

main concern that the Planning Commission had 4 

back in 1976 or '74 whenever it considered it 5 

last.  And that is still the current issue of 6 

not having traffic -- public traffic go 7 

through from Reservoir Road to Canal Road or 8 

vice versa. 9 

  ANC COMMISSIONER HAAS:  Would it 10 

change the character of the park? 11 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  Will it change?  12 

Will a road adjacent to the park change the 13 

character of the park? 14 

  ANC COMMISSIONER HAAS:  Would it 15 

change the park experience? 16 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  It depends on the 17 

landscaping buffering. There needs to be in my 18 

opinion, or should be buffering between the 19 

hard pavement of the road and the park so that 20 

you really don't see the traffic back and 21 
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forth. That would be the idea way to serve -- 1 

  ANC COMMISSIONER HAAS:  How would 2 

you do that given that the road is at the top 3 

part of the slope? 4 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  Well, that's a 5 

matter of designing it, locating the 6 

landscaping so that you can still have the 7 

road.  Those details have not, to my 8 

knowledge, been resolved or worked out. 9 

  ANC COMMISSIONER HAAS:  And what 10 

about the neighbors across the way, would they 11 

computed in your assessment? 12 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  Oh absolutely, 13 

yes. 14 

  ANC COMMISSIONER HAAS:  Yes.  If 15 

the noise carried from the road to the 16 

neighbors, would you consider that an 17 

objectionable condition? 18 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  Obviously an 19 

objectionable condition.  The amount of noise 20 

that the buses would produce hasn't been 21 
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established.  This really, in my opinion, 1 

needs much more study and analysis and 2 

details. But I didn't spend enough time on 3 

that really in this report to deal with that. 4 

  The more critical thing for the 5 

Burleith and the West Georgetown area is the 6 

number of students, not the loop road as such. 7 

  ANC COMMISSIONER HAAS:  Would 8 

there be a correlation between the number of 9 

students riding the buses on that road and the 10 

character of the road? 11 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  To be very frank 12 

and honest with you, I haven't considered that 13 

at all. 14 

  ANC COMMISSIONER HAAS:  Are you 15 

aware that the bus ridership has doubled from 16 

1 million ten years ago to 2 million now? 17 

  MR. OBERLANDER:  Oh, it has 18 

increased, yes. 19 

  ANC COMMISSIONER HAAS:  Right.  20 

Right.  Okay.  That's all. 21 
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  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Thank you. 1 

  Mr. Clements? 2 

  MR. CLEMENTS:  No questions. 3 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  And Mr. Avery? 4 

  MR. AVERY:  No questions.  5 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  With that, 6 

let me just make a quick announcement.  I 7 

would ask that all chairs that were moved out 8 

be returned to the room.  9 

  In a very short period of time the 10 

BZA will conduct their hearings tomorrow 11 

morning. 12 

  Also, if you could take all the 13 

trash with you, we don't want them to think 14 

the Zoning Commission and the Zoning 15 

Commission people who come to the hearings, we 16 

just leave the room trashy. So we want to 17 

clean up our area to be conducive for them on 18 

Tuesday morning. 19 

  Ms. Schellin, do we have anything 20 

else? 21 
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  MS. SCHELLIN:  Just to remind 1 

everybody we're back here.  The parties in 2 

opposition have 45 minutes and 16 seconds left 3 

on the clock.  And we will start with them on 4 

June 2nd. 5 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Do we have 6 

anymore people that we need to hear from in 7 

support? 8 

  MS. SCHELLIN:  Yes. 9 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  So we'll 10 

start there and then we'll go to-- 11 

  MS. SCHELLIN:  We'll start with 12 

them and go with the parties -- 13 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Mr. Hinds, we'll 14 

go back to you.  And as Ms. Schellin said, you 15 

have 45 minutes and 16 seconds.  So we'll see 16 

everybody on June 2nd at 6:30.  17 

  Good night. 18 

  (Whereupon, at 11:30 p.m. the 19 

Meeting was adjourned, to reconvene on June 2, 20 

2011 at 6:30 p.m.) 21 

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. Transcript
null


